EXPOSITION OF JOSHUA p. 112
Message #21 Joshua 11:1-15

As we go through this book of Joshua, it is obvithat God is not concerned about our
numbers; it seems that we are. God is actuallggrio bring His people to the point where they
realize that our numbers are not the key to oucessg; our obedience to God’s Word and our
trust in God is the key to our success.

If we are faithful to God, we will have some enesieat will come up against us and some of
those enemies will be bigger, stronger, smartenvegalthier than we are. That is what seems to
mean something to us, but that means nothing to God

God delights in taking a small group of people vane living life in full obedience to His Word
and He delights in protecting them and deliverimgnt from tremendous obstacles. That is a
key lesson of Joshua 11:

WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE UNITE IN OBEYING GOD’S WORD AND D OING HIS WILL,
THEY WILL HAVE ENEMIES WHO WILL SEEK TO DESTROY THE M; BUT THEY
WILL EXPERIENCE ONE VICTORY AFTER ANOTHER NO MATTER HOW
INTIMIDATING THE ENEMY.

Listen, if you are obeying God you will have sontiaeks come against you. But you will also
experience one victory after another. One by anewill see enemies fall. God delights in
delivering His faithful people. He loves to havesideople stand in awe of what He has done.
Certainly He expects His people to do their paté expects His people to meet their responsi-
bilities, but He loves to intervene and do greatgh with them and for them.

There are five historical facts brought out in thast of Joshua:
HISTORICAL FACT #1 — More enemies group together to fight against Isra#:1-5

Now according toverse 43of chapter 10, there was slight break in the actomt not much.
When you are in the warfare, you usually don’tgmne prolonged vacation. Every victory
we ever experience will be hard fought againstentkess enemy.

Some take the position that we are called to faitand not called to_fight. Some take the
position to let go and let God. But the truth is gassive Christianity is not Biblical. We
are called to an active Christianity. Ephesiad? &ays we struggle against satanic powers;
| Tim. 6:12 says we are to “fight the good fightfaith.” Hebrews 12:4 says we are to strive
against sin. We are in active war.
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To this point, Israel has been experiencing vie®m the central and southern part of the
Promised Land, but now the warfare hits to themort

Now there are five historical observations we warrnake:

Historical Observation #1 -These enemies had a lead&t.:1a

When word of Joshua’s southern victories reachedtrth, one man immediately went to work
on getting a northern coalition together to stopds

The enemy leader is Jabin, king of Hazor. Haza av&ey city in the northern part of the
Promised Land. Satan works through people andlygbare will be a key ringleader.

Now what appears to me to be the case is thatl israeGilgal enjoying a break and all of a
sudden they find themselves in another confromtatith another leader.

Historical Observation #2 -These enemies had a motivEL:1b

The motive for wanting to fight against Israelhsttthey had “heard” that Israel was beating one
enemy after another.

Now you would logically think that this group wousay, perhaps we should seek to get right
with Israel like those Gibeonites did; but instélaely decide to dig their heels in against her and
they want to fight.

When things are going good, there will be enentiaswill seek to stop it.

Historical Observation #3 -These enemies had a unity1:2-3

What is listed in these verses is eye-opening.réfae Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Jebusites and Hivites. These groupsias could not get along with each other and
now they are uniting together against Israel. Rewapo hated each other are now uniting in
their hatred against Israel.

Moses had specifically predicted that God wouldegiictory over these people and Moses told
Israel destroy them all because they are God-héDenst. 7:1-10). The people of these nations
hated God and they hated the truth of God and Gumbitkey are all to be destroyed.

Historical Observation #4 -These enemies had numbetd.:4

When enemies are coming against you, it typicalypwbe just one. There were so many of
these enemies joined together that they were agrmuws as the seashore. They had an impre-
ssive military strength, which featured many homsed many chariots.
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Josephus estimates that there were 300,000 infanfootmen, 10,000 cavalry or horsemen and
20,000 chariots. Josephus said that when Joshilaismilitary saw this, they were not full of
hope; they were stricken with great terrding Complete Works of Josephus, p. 107).

This was the largest and best armed military endvatyJoshua and Israel had ever seen or faced.

Historical Observation #5 -These enemies had a united place to gath&ns

There was obviously good communication betweeretkegemies. They had devised a carefully
thought out plan to destroy Israel. This coalittdrenemies had done their homework. They
had a common meeting place and in their mindselsvas going to be defeated. They met at
the “waters of Merom” which offered them and theiimals good water. This was located just
a few miles northwest of the Sea of Galilee. Tfediythis strategic place would give them an
upper hand.

Our enemies are not foolish. They plan and thetewand they have strategy. But our God
knows it all and if we remain faithful to Him, wellxsee those enemies toppled.

HISTORICAL FACT #2 — God informs Joshua that all enemies will be dgstiio11:6

God says to Joshua, don't let these numbers gettoyou have nothing to fear. Why?
Because God is in sovereign charge and He will gitatal victory. Don’s miss this. In and of
ourselves, we need to be afraid; but if we ardfaitto God, we have nothing to fear because
God is the Sovereign God who determines the out@mdesod promises victory to His faithful
people. Enemies cannot ever beat the sovereignty of God.

Now at the end oferse § God tells Joshua to make sure that he hamsttiegshorses and
burns their chariots. This idea of hamstringirngpese is the idea of crippling a horse by cutting
the leg tendons.

Now why didn’t God want Joshua to keep this miltaguipment and horses for himself? The
answer is found in Isaiah 31:1-God never wantedoaple to think that their success was due
to their reliance upon their horses or chariots.

According to Il Kings 23:11, horses and chariotsemgsed to worship a false god and even
Judah was guilty of falling for thisVictory and success is due to our faithfulness to @l and
our reliance upon Him. Our boast is not in horse®r chariots, but in the Lord (Ps. 20:7).

This is a critical point to see. God permits eres1o come against us so we can learn that He is
the One who is giving us victoryHe does not want us depending on ourselves for any
victory; He wants us totally and completely dependig on Him.



p. 115

We sometimes forget that our security and our keyidtory is our relationship with God. We
can begin to think that our security lies in ous o investments or in ourselves. We may begin
to think that we are smart, successful and strarrgth is we are nothing. Our key to success
and victory is our relationship with God.

HISTORICAL FACT #3 — Joshua and Israel experience great victdrdy.7-9

Keep in mind that at this point Israel is somewbsitle fatigued. They have not had much rest;
but sometimes that is the way it is in warfare.

Verse 7is powerful. Joshua and Israel came to the plduwrevthese numerous enemies are and
Israel attacks them. They go on the offensive.yDwsee this? They are outhnumbered; they are
outmanned; they are up against a mighty militargéaand they attack them.

According toverse § Israel chased them in two directions: northwesftard Tyre and Sidon and
northeast to the Valley of Mizpeh.

They chased them and destroyed them until therenavasirvivor left.
Verse 9says they were very obedient to the Word of Gdmshua made certain of that.

Israel attacked exactly as God had directed. Taaystrung the horses and burned the chariots.
As a result, God gave them victory.

When we are right with God, battles against enewaesbe exciting. The positive thing about
having powerful enemies against us is that we@ekperience great victory over those enemies.

HISTORICAL FACT #4 — Joshua takes out the capital of the nofth:10-11

Israel was chasing the enemy westward, but Josinoad back and went to Hazor, which was
the capital of these kingdoms. This was the WagbmD.C. of the Promised Land.

This was the king and place that instigated thissupg against Isradll1:1) and she would pay a
high price. Joshua went to this city and destragsetyone and burned down the city. There are
only three cities that are actually burned by Jasimd his armies—Jericho, Ai, and Hazor.

There is a great lesson to learn here. The cqudraér against us will typically be the last to
fall. For example, Satan is the ultimate enemyresgg&sod and God’s people and he will be the
last to be destroyed. When powers rise againsapouwou are faithful to God, watch how they
fall. God will usually move from the weakest enetoyhe strongest. But one by one the
enemies will fall.
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HISTORICAL FACT #5 — Joshua captured all the cities and Israel enjolledeaspoils.
11:12-15

Now keep in mind that all of these people had #raesopportunity as Rahab and the Gibeonites.
They could have sought to get right with God amddk but they were not about to do that.

God is not unfair. He gave these people time gmbunity to respond to Him and they didn’t
do it so eventually time runs out and God destrdfziedh. Hell will not be unfair for people who
burn there forever. God has given people plentynod to believe on Jesus Christ and if they do
not do that, eventually time will run out and theyl be destroyed.

Soverse 12says Joshua captured all the cities and all thgskand he utterly destroyed them.
Moses had specifically singled out these peopledige (Deut. 20:16-17) and said when you
take that land “utterly destroy” them and they did.

According toverse 13 Israel did not burn all the other cities, justzda Some pay a higher
price than others because of their leading of urgagse. In fact, according ¥erse 14 this
became part of their spoils.

What a remarkable story. Israel is not only bep&inemies; she is now enjoying the spoils.
There is nothing wrong with enjoying life while dgi battle in war.

But notice whaverse 15says—all of this was done in full obedience to God

Ladies and gentlemen, do not miss this. All osthgood things were happening to these people
because these people were obeying God’s Word, &ed wou get a group of people who have
that focus they will experience victory. That goowill see God do many wonderful things.

That is the story of Joshua 11.



