
The Foundations of the First Church 

Acts 1:12-26 

March 10, 2024 

Pastor Gary Hollinger 

 

In order to build, a proper foundation MUST be laid. 

 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for everyone who comes to 

me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. They 

are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a 

flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But 

the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house 

on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and 

its destruction was complete.” (Luke 6:46-49) 

 

I. God’s church is founded on fervent prayer. (v. 12-14)  

constantly (Gr: proskarterountev) 

1) to adhere, be devoted 

2) to be steadfastly attentive unto, to give unremitting care to a thing 

3) to continue all the time in a place 

4) to persevere and not to faint 

Joined together (Gr: Homothumadon)  

with one mind, one accord and one passion 

The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous. (Proverbs 15:29) 

“LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you 

who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 

You have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your mouth you have 

promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today… 

“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. 

How much less this temple I have built! Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea 

for mercy, LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your 

presence this day. May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which 

you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward 

this place. Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray 

toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. (1 Kings 

8:23-30) 

 

“I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I have consecrated this temple, 

which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be 

there. 



“As for you, if you walk before me faithfully with integrity of heart and uprightness, as David 

your father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws, I will establish your 

royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father when I said, ‘You shall never 

fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.’ 

“But if you or your descendants turn away from me and do not observe the commands and 

decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off 

Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my 

Name. Israel will then become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. This 

temple will become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be appalled and will scoff and say, 

‘Why has the LORD done such a thing to this land and to this temple?’ People will answer, 

‘Because they have forsaken the LORD their God, who brought their ancestors out of Egypt, and 

have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—that is why the LORD brought all this 

disaster on them.’” (1 Kings 9:1-9) 

 

When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and 

prayed before the God of heaven. Then I said: 

“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with 

those who love him and keep his commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open 

to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people 

of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have 

committed against you. We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the 

commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

“Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will 

scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if 

your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to 

the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 

“They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your 

mighty hand. Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer 

of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by 

granting him favor in the presence of this man.” (Nehemiah 1:4-11) 

 

When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their 

self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 

(Nehemiah 6:16) 

 

And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD 

    to minister to him, 

to love the name of the LORD, 

    and to be his servants, 

all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 

    and who hold fast to my covenant— 
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

    and give them joy in my house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 



    will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house will be called 

    a house of prayer for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:6-7) 

 

 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are 

making it ‘a den of robbers.’” (Matthew 21:13) 

 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. (John 17:20-21) 

The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results. 

(James 5:16 NLT) 

 

II. God’s church is founded on profound respect for the truthfulness and accuracy of His 

Word. (v. 15-20) 

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than 

twelve legions of angels?  But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 

happen in this way?” (Matthew 26:53-54) 

 

“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of 

Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ (John 13:18) 

 

While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None 

has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. (John 

17:12) 

 

But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am 

saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah 

would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own 

people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:22-23) 

 

They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human rules.’ 

You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” (Mark 7:7-8) 

 

Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were 

amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t 

this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 

Simon and Judas?  Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?”  

(Matthew 13:54-56) 

 

For even his own brothers did not believe in him. (John 7:5) 



While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to 

speak to him. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 

speak to you.” 

He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, he 

said, “Here are my mother and my brothers.  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 

is my brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 12:46-50) 

 

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who 

gave you birth and nursed you.” He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God 

and obey it.” (Luke 11:27-28) 

 

When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 

remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. “I have 

sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 

So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, 

since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial 

place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what 

was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the 

price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord 

commanded me.” (Matthew 27:3-10) 

 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2:23) 

 

And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose, (Romans 8:28) 

 

All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal. (Psalm 119:60) 

 

III. God’s church is founded on godly appointed leaders. (v. 20b-26) 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 

his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, 

follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets 

and followed him. 

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. 

They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and 

immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. He 

appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach… 

(Mark 3:13-14) 

 



After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 

every town and place where he was about to go. (Luke 10:1) 

 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 

(John 15:16) 

 

He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who 

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. (Acts 10:41) 

 

 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a 

witness of what you have seen and will see of me. (Acts 26:16) 

 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God… (1 Corinthians 1:1) 

And in writing to one of his protégés, Titus, he speaks both of his own call and the importance 

calling others to positions of leadership. 

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and their 

knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— in the hope of eternal life, which God, who 

does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, and which now at his appointed season he 

has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior, 

To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ 

Jesus our Savior. 

The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and 

appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. (Titus 1:1-5) 

 

Jesus said to [His disciples], “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man 

sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew 19:28) 

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. (Proverbs 16:33) 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 

our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 

glory. (Ephesians 1:11-14) 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 

Peter 2:9) 

 


