Preaching Clinic for Elders
First Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA)
The Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Prutow
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Session #4a - Orality and Sermon QOutlines
1. Here are some general points regarding oral presentation.

a. Oral presentations are typically episodic in nature. That is, they are blocks of
oral content, episodes, connected with one another. “What made a good epic poet was,
among other things of course, first, tacit acceptance of the fact that episodic structure
was the only way and the totally natural way of imaging and handling lengthy narrative,
and, second, possession of supreme skill in managing flashbacks and other episodic
techniques. Starting in ‘the middle of things’ is not a consciously contrived ploy but the
original, natural, inevitable way to proceed for an oral poet approaching a lengthy (very
short accounts are perhaps another thing). If we take the climactic linear plot as the
paradigm of plot, the epic has no plot. Strict plot for lengthy narrative comes with
writing” (Walter J. Ong, Orality and Literacy, 141).

b. “Oral narrative is not greatly concerned with exact sequential parallelism
between the sequence in the narrative and the sequence in extra-narrative referents.... A
narrator in an oral culture, as has been seen, normally and naturally operated in episodic
patterning.... We must not forget that episodic structure was the natural way to talk out a
lengthy story line if only because experience of real life is more like a string of
episodes....” (Ong, 144-145).

c. Compare the general structure of Scripture.

(1) Parts of the Bible were originally written in order that they might be
read to God’s people while other parts are the record of the messages
spoken by Christ and the prophets.

(2) “[A] few general observations can be made about units in the Hebrew
Bible. With regard to length, the typical major literary unit in the
Hebrew Bible is about fifteen to twenty pages of Hebrew text in BHS—
the length of Genesis 1-11. Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Isaiah 1-12,
and Amos—and would take around half an hour to read to an audience.
Secondary units are typically about the size of an average chapter in
our modern Bibles—about one or two pages of Hebrew text—and would
take an average of five minutes to read” (David A. Dorsey, The Literary
Structure of the Old Testament, 25).

2. We should apply this characteristic of orality to the preparation of the sermon, the
material we preach. Preaching is preeminently an oral activity. See David Buttrick,
Homiletic, Moves and Structure, 24-27. Buttrick adds, page 35, “Thus, public speaking
involves the designing of language in modules of meaning for group consciousness.”

3. See Shedd, 137-138.

3. Writing an article or paper differs from writing a sermon. You put together a sermon
for listening rather than reading. You must consider how people listen. Movement(s) in
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sermons arrest attention and recapture attention. In addition, realize a sermon outline is
not a study guide. Sermon outlines are homiletical, preaching guides.

3. Consider a traditional two-point outline.

Introduction

A.
1.
2.
B.
1.
2.
Conclusion

People do not necessarily hear the organization of the outline unless they are astute.

You may take time to explain your outline, “I have two main points. Under point one I
have two things I want you to get.” What does this accomplish? People understand your
outline. Do they get your content?

See Lawson on The Expository Genius of John Calvin, 96.

People do hear and sense the movement in the sermon the outline produces.
Introduction

1.

2.

See Craig Larson, "The Power of Sequence,” The Art and Craft of Biblical Preaching, 358-
360.
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Preaching Clinic for Elders
First Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA)
The Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Prutow
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Session #4b -~ Constructing Your Qutline
1. The Explain, Prove, and Apply Drill

2. You already have your homiletical point. This point derives from the text, connects with
the congregation, and carries an application. This point also guides you in the construction
of your sermon outline.

3. Go back to the list of items under “Explain” in the previous part of the procedure,
“Explain, Prove, and Apply.” You have already used one of the applications to formulate
your homiletical point. Now take items from the “Explain” column and list six of them as
potential sermon moves. If you have items under “Prove,” you may want to use one or two
of these items also.

4. In making this list, remember two critical things: (1) The goal you have as given in the
Homiletical Point, (2) the logic of the steps leading you and the congregation to the goal
given in the Homiletical Point.

5. You now have a Homiletical Point and six words or phrases underneath the Homiletical
Point. Examine the order of these six words or phrases. Are they in an order that leads
you to the conclusion you desire? The Homiletical Point gives you your conclusion. If not,
rearrange the order of the words or phrase so that there is a good simple logical order.
Note the portions of the text you wish to address with each word.

6. Good simple logic gives force to your sermon and helps you in the delivery of your
sermon. “It is simplicity that gives a speech its power” (Peggy Noonan, On Speaking Well,
50). A complex sermon will have less force. You will also have more difficulty in delivery.
Have good simple order in your sermon. This means you may not follow the order of the
text as you put together your outline. “In analyzing and dividing his text, he [the
minister/preacher] is to regard more the order of the matter than of words” [The Directory
for the Publick Worship of God, Of the Preaching of the Word, in Westminster Confession of
Faith (Glasgow: Free Presbyterian Publications, 1997), 379].

7. The list of six words or phrases is more of an exegetical outline. It gives you a list of
things to explain or prove. This is not a sermon outline. It is not a homiletical outline.
You must make this outline homiletical. The first step is to put each word of phrase into a
complete sentence. You have two things to remember in doing this: (1) There must be
good logical flow in the outline leading to the Homiletical Point and, (2) There must be a
logical connection between moves in the outline.

8. Perfect the sentence outline and make it as homiletical as possible. That is, connect
each statement with the congregation where possible. Formulate statements that either
carry an application or allow you to make application as you go through your sermon.

9. Finally, make sure there is good coordination between where the sermon outline leads

you and what the Homiletical Point states. If there is a difference, even a slight difference,
adjust either your sentence outline or your homiletical point.
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Exercise with 1 Corinthians 10:13

Proposed Exegetical Point: God is faithful and sovereign in carrying us through our common

testing.
Explain Prove Apply

Proposed Homiletical Point: Your job loss is part of God’s testing of you and He will carry
you through.

Refined HP: Trust Christ in the midst of unemployment; He is testing you and will carry
you through.

See my SPP for 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
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