“Rome Reborn”: Charlemagne and the Holy Roman Empire
Medieval Church History — Session Nine

“I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all
those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This
is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.”

—1 Timothy 2:1-3 NKJV

I. Introduction
A. Location: Western Europe (Modern-Day France and Germany)
B. Date: ca. AD 700-950

II. The Carolingian Dynasty
A. What is a “dynasty”?

B. 'The Franks and the Frankish Kingdoms
C. Rulers
1. Charles (Lat. Carolus) Martel (AD 688-741)
a. 'The Last Merovingian Prince
b. Reigned as Prince of the Franks, AD 718-741
c. Driving back the Ummayad Muslims at the Battle of Tours (October 10, 732)

2. Pepin “the Short//the Young/the Great” (AD 714-768)
a. Father of Charles the Great

b. Reigned as King of the Franks, AD 751-768
c. 'The “Donation of Pepin” (AD 754)

3. Charles the Great (AD 741-814) — Charlemagne (Lat. Carolus Magnus)
a. Reigned as King of the Franks AD 768-800

b. Reigned as Carolingian Emperor AD 800-814

c. Legacy
i. Geopolitics

ii. Education



iii. Religion
d. Evaluation

ITII. The Holy Roman Empire
A. 'The Breaking Up of the Carolingian Empire

B. Otto I and the Holy Roman Empire

C. Effects of the Holy Roman Empire on Europe
1. Unification of Culture and Religion

2. Rising Tensions between Church and State
3. The Establishment of “Christendom”

I1V. Christendom: Good or Bad?
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"This is Dr. Gamble’s exposition of Christ’s “mediatorial kingship” over the civil magistrate.
?This is Dr. Letham’s critique of the more radical expressions of the so-called “Two-Kingdom” theology.



