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INTRO. Let ne briefly review the |ast nessage: 1 W nust
recogni ze that it is not what | think but what the Bible
says that is nost inportant. The Bible is authoritative. 2
Then, if we are willing to correct publically where wong
is done, are we ready to commed publically where good is
achieved? 3 Third, we nust always renenber that the

pur pose of dealing with sin is corrective and redenptive in
nature and it shoul d never be |abeled as “kicked out of the
church.” 4 Fourth, to be nost effective it is inportant
that the | eadership of the church is united on this matter.
5 Wen a church decides to take the Scriptures seriously
on this matter and finds discipline necessary, it is good
to be prepared to be | abeled as having fallen under

|l egalismor even as a cult. 6 Qur last point was to
remenber that all discipline should proceed fromlove. W
said that true love is not the strong enotional ties to the
person to be disciplined but a willingness to do that which
wi ||l benefit the w ongdoer.

This norning we want to | ook at the seventh and | ast
prerequi site before we begin | ooking at the Scriptures on
our topic of dealing with sin in the church. It is the
matter of judging. There is no possible way of obeying the
Scriptures on dealing with wong in the church w thout
maki ng a judgenent and if the Scriptures teach we are not
to judge we are in a dilema. So before we nove into the
actual matters for which discipline are taught we nust:

H.  Understand the Need For Judgenent

If there is confusion or m ssunderstandi ng on the
matter of church discipline in our age, there is an
even greater confusion regarding judgenent. Josh
McDowel |, who wote the book Evidence That Demands A
Verdi ct, and speaks to coll ege young people all over
Anerica says that for many years when he asked for
the verse of Scripture that inmmediately canme to their
mnds it was John 3:16. That is not surprising.
Today, however, he said that has changed. The verse
nost often quoted today, he said in a video tape in
the conference, Stealing The Mnd of Anerica, is
“Judge not that you be not judged.”

Let us read those passages of Scripture that m ght
gi ve the thought that the Bible is against judging
(Matthew 7:1-2; Romans 2:1; 1 Cor. 4:5). By now you
m ght say, “Well, the matter is clear. Nobody is to
j udge anybody at all!



VWll, consider Matthew 7:1-2 again. Consider verse 6.
W are not to give what is holy to the dogs. How can
one obey that conmand w t hout maki ng a judgenent? The
answer i s that you cannot. Look at verse 15, “Beware
of false prophets...” How can you know soneone is a
fal se prophet w thout making a judgenent call? You
cannot. So clearly the Lord is not forbidding al

j udgenent .

So what is this command not to judge, all about?
Vell, ook who is not to judge (read 3-4). It is a
person who has bi gger problens than the one he is
judging (conparison of plank to speck). No one |ikes
to be judged by an unjust judge and that is what we
have here. Now | ook at verse 5 (read). Qoviously it
is hypocritical judgenent. Then consider in verse
five that this passage actually teaches that

j udgenent be nmade, but by righteous people. It
instructs the judge to judge hinself first (renove
pl ank) and then he will see clearly to renove the
speck fromhis brother’s eye.

How woul d you |i ke soneone to try to get a speck out
of your eye if he had a big chunk of sawdust in his
own eye? You know that such an effort is going to
make things worse not better. So this passage does
not condemn all judgenent. It condemms judgenent by
peopl e who thensel ves have worse probl ens than those
they are judgeing. Listen to the commentators,

Jam son, Faucet and Brown on this passage, "Provided
we eschew this unlovely spirit, we are not only
warrented to sit in judgenent upon a brother's
character and actions, but in the exercise of a
necessary discrimnation are often constrained to do
so for our own guidance. It is the violation of the
| aw of | ove involved in the exercise of a censorious
di sposition which alone is condemmed. "

Qur next passage is Romans 2:1. In Romans 2 Paul
calls the one who judges inexcusable. Again the
context clarifies his neaning. In Romans 1 Paul has
shown that the CGentiles are all under sin. This is

t he purpose of 1:18-32. Then Paul turns his attention
to the hypocritical and m sgui ded Jew who treats al
Centiles as dogs while the Jew hinself has nothing
but a legalistic righteousness, viewed as filthy rags
by God. The Jew here was in no condition to judge the
Centiles. In chapter 2 he will show how the Jew is
equally guilty with the Gentile. Al of this to
ultimately show that "...every nouth may be stopped
(Jew and Gentile) and all the world nay becone guilty
before God" (Rom 3:19).



In the context of Romans 2:1 the judge is the Jew and
he is judging the Gentile. He won't eat with the
Centile because he is a dog but the sane Jew is an
unsaved man living by tradition and not the Wrd of
God. You mght wish to read Jesus' scathing

denunci ation in Matthew 23 regardi ng these sane
peopl e Paul is dealing with in Romans 2:1 and then
you will understand why they were not to judge.

The | ast passage we will consider is 1 Corinthians
4:5. There were many problens in the Corinthian
church. One of those problens was how to esteem God’ s
mnisters in right perspective. This problemis dealt

wthin 2:1-4:5. Sone said, “I like Apollos”. Another
said, “I think Peter is the best speaker.” Another
said, “Paul is the greatest.” In 2:1-3:4 Paul shares

how speakers should use wi sdom Then in 3:5-20 he

tal ks about the mnisters place in God’'s plan. Then
in 3:21-4:5 he speaks of how the peopl e should view
the various speakers and mnisters. He begins with
the instruction, “Let no one glory in nen.” In 4:1 he
says they are to consider themas Christ’s servants
and stewards of the nysteries of God. Then he goes on
to say, “Wth ne it is alittle thing if you consider
me a better speaker or a worse speaker. | don’t even
wei gh ny own speaki ng against that of others.” And in
verse 5 he closes with the instruction to judge

not hing before the tinme. I would sumrarize his
thoughts like this: “Sone day God will judge al
speakers and mnisters. Let God be the judge as to
who is the best speaker. | don’t even judge nyself to
see where | think I fit.”

Now, on the flip side, take Paul's statenents in

ot her parts of Corinthians and anot her picture
energes. In 1 Cor. 5 we have a Christian who has
taken his step nother as wife. The Cori nthi ans,

rat her than expressing grief were proud of their
Christian liberties and what they allowed (5:2). Pau
i s aghast when he hears of this and says, "For

i ndeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have
al ready judged, as though | were present, concerning
hi m who has so done this deed." In verse 12 he nakes
clear that the church is to judge those who are
inside the church. In verse 13 he tells themto nake
their judgenent and put this man out inmmediately. In
chapter 6 Paul deals with the matter of the
Corinthians goint to the | aw courts before the
unbel i evers. Then he nekes sone of the nobst profound
statenents to be found in the Bible regarding the
Christian: "Do you not know that the saints wll
judge the world? And if the world will be judged by
you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters.



Do you not know that we shall judge angel s? How nuch
nore, things that pertain to this life."

It is the sad testinony of the Christian church today
that adulteress situations, imorality, and many

ot her issues clearly judged by the Bible are
tolerated in the church under such statenents as,
"Judge not that you be not judged." Surely the nost
sinplistic and unl earned believer should be able to
see that it cannot nean we nust nmake no judgenents in
the Church or as individual believers. How woul d
Jesus and Paul say, "Judge not at all, not ever," and
then Paul would say, "I have already judged this
man." O, "Get with it and judge your own cases in
the church. Do you not know that the believer wll
judge the world and angel s?" How woul d Paul say,
“Judge nothing before the tine...” and then in 1 Cor.
11: 31 say, “If we would judge ourselves we woul d not
be judged?” Al of those statenents nust be
interpreted in their context and in the | arger
context of the entire Scriptures.

So, we have | ooked at the | ast prerequisite to church
discipline | have set out for us. It is clearly

obvi ous that the m ssunderstandi ng of judgi ng nust be
under st ood before church discipline will be used
again for that purpose for which God set it out. And
whi | e such m ssunderstandi ngs rule, and sentence

agai nst wong is not speedily executed, therefore
wrong is ever on the increase in the church.

THE PROCESS OF DEALI NG WTH SIN

I NTRO W are going to | ook at three broad categories
of wong to be dealt with: 1. In the interpersonal
realm 2. In the instructional realm 3. |In the
individual realm It is absolutely essential that we
understand the different categories of wong and the
treatnent prescribed for each case.

A.  In The Interpersonal Realm
1. The Passage (Matthew 18: 15-20)
2. The Probl em
a. What it is not
We are not dealing here with personality
conflicts. Personality conflicts and such-Ii ke
becone the responsibilities of the individuals

to work out (Phil. 4:2). Paul and Barnabus
(Acts 15:36-40).



3.

b. Wat it is

The passage, 18:15a, says, “...if your brother
sins (hamartia) against you.” Here we have one
Christian sinning against another. It is an

i nt er personal probl em

| believe we nmust be very careful here. W
must not fly after everyone for everything
they m ght do wong. There should be, in
Christianity, a gentel forbearance. That is a
passi ng over of certain wongs, giving tinme
for the person to grow spiritually (Eph. 4:2;
Col. 3:13). However, there are sone trivial
thi ngs that one may deem necessary to dea
with for the other person’s good.

It mght be helpful to classify interpersonal
wrongs into three categories. Trivial things
that any mature person should not fuss over.
On the other side are things that clearly nust
be dealt with. And in between those two are

those things one is unsure about. | have dealt
Wi th sonme issues and cleared the thing right
up. | have dealt with sone that have nade ne

very cauti ous.

And so our question nowis this: How do | know
whet her | should forbear or whether | should
deal with this situation? | would like to give
my oppinion after sonme years of experience in
my own life. If a brother has sinned agai nst
you and the matter |lies heavy on your heart.

No matter which way you turn it is there and
if you do not deal with it, it wll turn into
bitterness, then it needs to be dealt wth.

The Procedure

The procedure is laid out so clearly as to
present very little difficulties in
I nterpretation.

a. Step one

In this first step there are sone very

i nportant precepts to be obeyed. The first is
to go to the person who has wonged you and
tell himhis fault between you and hi m al one.
Let me underscore the second thing, that such
t hi ngs do not bel ong to others.

| sonetinmes wonder what woul d happen to
relationships in the church if this sinple



step were obeyed. Al nost all problens can be
solved on this |evel

If you should have a circunstance in your life
where you feel you need to carry out the
instructions of this passage, here is what |
woul d encourage you to do. Contact the person
and nmake arrangenents to neet together. Then
pray about this matter and when the appointed
time cones follow through

The next question we naturally have is, “Wat
if the person will not reconcile?” Wll, we go
to step two.

b. Step two

If you cannot cone to a settlenent of the
matter, then the text says to take one or two
wth you. Find a Christian brother or sister
or two and nmake anot her appoi ntnent. Take the
matter up again with the witnesses al ong as
well. This will verify to the church that this
case does need further attention.

If in this second neeting no resolve can be
reached, then the third and | ast step is to be
t aken.

c. Step three

The third and |ast step is to take it to the
church. At this point it becones a church
matter. |If the church receives no ear by the
of fender, we have in this text a clear
prescription to be followed, and it is the
first area of church discipline we wll be
consi deri ng.

In the next nessage we will conplete this
matter and nove on to anot her.

CONCL: We have given for consideration seven prerequisites
to dealing with sin in the church. 1. The Bible is our
authority 2. We nust beware of extrenmes 3. W need to
under stand the purpose 4. For nmaxi mum affect we need united
church | eadership 5. W should be ready to be | abel ed, even
by other believers 6. W nust discipline in love and 7. W
need to understand the matter of judgnent by Christians. W
have concl uded that the Scripture which says, “Judge not
that you be not judged” is not a cover all statenent and
needs to be interpreted in the context of the rest of
Scripture.



