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INTRO. In the | ast nessage we tackled a topic | personally
believe to be a very m sunderstood area and it is that of
judgi ng. We concl uded that not only nay we judge in the
church but in sone cases we nust judge. W concl uded that
the Scriptures do not forbid all judgenent, as a matter of
fact it calls for us to make judgenent. It is hypocritica
judgenent that is forbidden.

Then we began | ooking at the first case in which church
discipline is to be exercised by the church. The topic was
that of sin between two believers. W read the passage,

Mat t hew 18: 15- 20, consi dered the problem and then began

| ooking at the three step procedure given so clearly one
could hardly m stake the neaning (Read Matt. 18:15-17).

Qur thoughts this norning will be taken fromverses 17-20.
W will be | ooking at the prescription for an unrepentant
sinner and then at the prom ses to the church.

4. The Prescription

There are two points of interpretation that are
I nportant here. First, what is neant by, “...let
himbe to you |ike a heathen and a tax
collector.” The pronoun you is in the singular,
not plural. The question is, does only the

I ndi vi dual who has the issue with this
unrepentant man treat himli ke a heathen and a
tax collector or does the whole church get

i nvolved in this treatnent?

It is ny conclusion that the whole church treats
this person |like a heathen and a tax coll ector.
The passage begins as an instruction to the

i ndi vi dual believer, “...if your brother sins
agai nst you...” Then the three steps are given
and the concluding instructionis that if this
person is unrepentant after the church takes up
the matter, then the individual believer is to
treat himlike a heathen and a tax coll ector.

Verse 18 then states, “Assuredly | say to you
(pl.), whatever you (pl.) bind on earth will be
bound in heaven...” The individual person does
not do the binding and |l oosing, it is done by the
church. And if they have bound soneone, then it
woul d naturally follow that the whol e church
woul d treat this person as a heathen and a tax
coll ector. Lange’s commentary says that though
this is addressed to a singular person, the one



who was sinned against, “The accord of the church
inthis step is inplied.” That is ny concl usion
as wel |.

Now it is interesting that excomrunication is not
clearly spoken of in this passage. It sinply says
that if the one who has done the wong is
unrepentant after the church takes the matter in
hand, then he is to be treated |i ke a heathen and
a tax collector. But the excomrunication is
inplied to have taken place in verse 18, which we
wi Il consider later. No doubt, what is in view
here is an action we call exconmunicati on.

The second point of interpretation raises this
question: Wiat is neant by, “...let himbe to you
i ke a heathen and a tax collector.” Today, when
| ask this question the nobst commobn answer | get
Is that it neans that we are to treat himlike an
unbeliever in that we nmake every effort to reach
himw th the Gospel again. W are to evangelize
the heathen and the tax collectors, so we are to
seek to win this person back to the Lord. | have
been anazed at the present view on this. In ny
understanding, that is exactly what it does not
mean. Nor can | find cormmentary support for that
vi ew. When soneone stands in excommrunication are
we to make every effort to win them back? The

Bi bl e does not say so.

Now our question is, “How did the Jews treat

heat hen and tax collectors?” Wll they did
everything they could to avoid them | ask you,
how do we treat tax auditors? Anybody here invite
themto check out your books so you can wtness
to then? The corruption in the taxation system
under Rome struck fear into every person who
owned anything. And how did they treat CGentil es?
Well, the Samaritans were half Gentile half Jew
and the Jew would walk a |l ong way to bypass
Samaria. Full blooded Gentiles were treated

al nost |ike | epers. The Jew was defil ed when he
canme in contact with the Gentile.

There is a good illustration of this for us in
Acts. The Lord was naki ng preparation for the
CGentiles to enter the salvation provided by the
deat h, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
He woul d use Peter, a full bl ooded Jew. And the
Gospel would first go to Cornielius, a man hungry
for the Gospel. And while the Lord had Cornelius
send servants to get Peter, God prepared Peter to
receive Gentiles. First He allowed a great hunger
to overcone him Then He |l et down this container



with all kinds of creepy crawies inside and
said, “Peter, rise, slay and eat.” And Peter
said, “Not so Lord, for | have never eaten
anyt hi ng common or unclean.” One has to
understand the Jewi sh culture to appreciate this
scene. And the Lord said, “Wat God has cl eansed
you nmust not call common.” Well, Peter could not
get hinself to do what he had al ways been taught
not to do and so God did this three tines. Wll,
just as soon as the Lord withdrew the contai ner
into heaven the Gentiles were standing at his
gate. Here we have a picture at the revul sion the
Jews felt for the Gentiles. And Jesus said an
excommuni cated man was to be treated like a
Gentile or a tax collector.

It is fromsuch Scriptures that the Mennonites
got the termto shun. Shunning is an unpopul ar
busi ness today but it is clearly taught here. As
a matter of fact, this part is the sane in every
ci rcunstance of church discipline.

So what is the prescription given in this passage
for a Christian who sins agai nst another and
remai ns unrepentant after the three step
procedure? He is to be exconmuni cated and treated
| i ke a heathen and a tax collector by the rest of
the church. | realize this my cone as a shock to
sone because this is so foreign to our nodern
culture which cries, “Toleration!” so | encourage
you to take it to the Lord and prayerfully

consi der the neaning of this passage of

Scripture.

5. The Prom ses
a. Re: binding and | oosing

The first promse is that whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven and what ever you
| oose on earth wll be | oosed. That this is
meant to be a wonderful prom se is obvious but
what it nmeans is wonderfully difficult. Three
passages of Scripture nust be viewed together
(Matt. 18:18; Matt. 16:19 and John 20: 22-23).

Mat t hew 16: 19 nentions keys. Matthew 16:19 and
18: 18 speak of binding and | oosi ng. Now keys
are used to |lock and unlock. This seens to be
what is neant by binding and | oosi ng. John

20: 23 seens to interpret that as forgiving or
not forgiving.



We are now i n passages that are stronghol ds
for the Roman Catholic view that the priest
can forgive sins or retain them Let ne say in
no uncertain terns that these passages do not
mean that God has entrusted to mnisters the
power to forgive sins.

First to be noted is that these passages refer
to the church as a group of people. | believe
that in Matthew 16:19 Peter stands as a
representative of the Church. Then in 18:18
the pronouns you are in the plural. | believe
the you refers to the church, not the

m nister. You see, church discipline is a
church decision, not a priest or pastor
decision only. W will see this later in
verses 19-20.

Second, it nust be noted that the church nust
make deci sions in accordance with those nmade
in heaven. This is taught in the tenses of the
verbs in Matthew 16 and 18. The tenses are the
perfect tense in the G eek NI. Let ne give you
a translation which reflects those tenses,

“...whatever you bind on earth wll already
have been bound in heaven and what ever you

| oose on earth will already have been | oosed
in heaven.”

The picture is this. Wien a person falls into
the kind of sin we have just nentioned and
there is no repentance, then the Lord does not
cover or forgive that sin. No matter how nuch
that person prays to God about it, it is
retained. It nust be repented of, and that
before the person who has been wonged before
it is forgiven. And when the church

exconmmuni cates this person, they are only
doi ng what God has al ready done in heaven. And
when the person repents, that very nonent God
rel eases themfromtheir sin. That is called

| oosing, and is actually forgiveness. And when
the news cones to the church of the repentance
of this person, they too are to forgive or

| oose. And when they do they are only doing
what has al ready been done in heaven.

In these passages, the church is given the
authority by God to renove from church

fell owshi p, a person who sins agai nst anot her
and refuses to repent. The church has not been
aut hori zed by God to renobve and accept
whonever they wi sh. Anyone who is truly a



believer and the life shows it needs to be
accepted by the church. The church has no
authority fromGod to withhold fell owshi p. Nor
does the church have authority to renove
anyone fromtheir fell owship except in those

i nstances sanctioned in Scripture. And when a
church fails to exercise church discipline in
a case such as we are studying here, then they
are denying God the right to work in the life
of that person through church discipline. That
is a church crinme. They are hel ping the sinner
al ong by their disobedience to Hs Wrd on
this matter.

At this point we nmust go back to our first
message to the point on understanding the

pur pose of church discipline. The purpose is
to bring the person to repentance. Let us say
a person has sinned agai nst anot her and there
is no repentance. That person’s ultimate
eternal destiny is in jeopardy because their
sinis unforgiven. 1 Corinthians 5:5 says that
such a person is to be delivered to Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit
m ght be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
The inplication is this: If a person like this
is not disciplined by the church he may well
continue in sin and thus ultimately forfeit
eternal life. God has al ready nmade deci sion
agai nst such a person and deni ed forgiveness
until this person repents before the one whom
he wonged. For the church to fail to exercise
discipline mght well result in this person
suffering hell fire because of the church's
failure to discipline. It is |ike the parent
who fails to discipline the child and through
this failure the child is ruined.

Let me add as well, that no church on earth
has power to retain or forgive sins except it
be in accordance with what heaven has al ready
deci ded. | have heard of cases where a church
fears to exercise discipline because if they
do so and that person does not repent then
they will be lost. That is a terrible

m sunder st andi ng of these verses. The fact is
that if they do not do what God has al ready
done, they are hel ping that person to
destruction.

Let nme expand Matthew 18: 18, stressing the

G eek tenses of the crucial verbs, “Assuredly,
| say to you, whatever you bind on earth wll
al ready have been bound in heaven because this



person has sinned agai nst another and has not
repented and his sin cannot be forgiven until
it is repented of, and whatever you | oose on
earth, wll already have been | oosed in
heaven, because the person has repented and |
forgave himthe nonent he repented.”

I n excomruni cation the church is sinply

wor king in harnmony with God. Wen the church
fails to exercise church discipline when it is
necessary, it is not in harnony with heaven.
Consequently we have many nenbers in churches
whom God has bound under their sin and they
are not free, while the church does not even
acknowl edge the failure. That is a tragedy.

b. Re: the Lord s presence

Verses 19-20 seemto go beyond only the matter
of church discipline but they are given in the
context of church discipline. But let us |ook
at themonly in |ight of what they nean to the
matter at hand. We find here first that if a
church is very small, even so small that only
two people are available to make such a
decision, this is sufficient. The inportant
thing is not how many or how few are invol ved;
the inportant thing is that they be agreed.

In verse 20 we have a promse that is often
gquoted but is seldomconsidered in its
context. The context of the prom se that where
two or three are gathered together is the
context of excommunication. | believe that we
are al so given sone instruction on how
excomuni cation is to be exercised. It should
t ake pl ace when the church is gathered
together. In 1 Corinthians 5 we have a nore
serious case of church discipline. In verse 4
Paul says, “In the nane of the Lord Jesus
Christ, when you are gathered together...”

Consi der al so the wonder of the closing words
of this prom se. Wien a church is gathered

t oget her, even though there be but two or
three and though it be for the purpose of
excomuni cation “...1 amthere in the m dst of
them” When the church exercises discipline,
the Lord Jesus Hinself is right there in the
m dst of them This indicates full agreenent
on His behalf. It indicates the full support
of the Lord in this matter. Listen again to 1
Corinthians 5:4, “In the nane of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together,



along with ny spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus Christ...” The Lord Jesus is right
there in full agreenment with an action that
has al ready taken place in heaven.

CONCL: In conclusion, what is the prescription given by God
Al m ghty H nself when a believer sins against another and
after the three step procedure fails to conmply? It is to
exconmuni cate the person from church fell owshi p.

Communi cation with a person like this is no |onger on a
good level. He is to be treated |like the Jews treated the
Gentiles and tax collectors.

The church is to hold this person bound, unforgiven, until
such a tinme as repentance takes place. The indication of
this passage is that God will hold this matter agai nst the
person and will not release this person until repentance
takes place. The church is to do the sane. Then when the
person repents, he or she is to be released or forgiven and
restored to fellowship. We will find this in another
passage.

When we cover a topic like this everything seens so
negative but in actual fact, the need for this is a nost
rare occurance. And all any person has to do to avoid this
kind of situation is sinply live in obedience to their
profession as a Christian. If that were done, this kind of
di sci pline woul d never need to take place. Let us keep this
I n perspective.



