Your Vital Role in the Church Body. Romans 12:3-8 3/14/10

I. Introduction.
A. Our devotion to God produces a devotion to one another in the church. Rom. 12: 1ff
B. Praise God for Hisdesign of the church. Acts2:47

Il. Make a sober assessment of your spiritual gifts. v. 3

A. What isa spiritual gift?
1. Not merely a natural talent, but a special God-given ability given for ministry.
2. Every believer hasat least one spiritual gift. | Co. 12:7 | Pe. 4:10

B. Don't think too highly of yoursdlf. v.3a Gal. 6:3
1. Thosewho are especially gifted can be tempted to pride.
2. Priderobs God of Hisglory and harmsthe church body. | Co. 3:3-4 111 John 9
3. You have nothing to be proud of because your gift is sovereignly bestowed by
God. v.3c, 6 | Co. 12:6-7,18 4:7 3:5-7 15:10 John 15:5
4. Paul recognizes his apostolic gift isonly by God’sgrace. v. 3a 1:515:15 | Ti. 1: 12ff

C. Nor should you think too little of the gifts God hasgiven you. v. 3b | Co. 12:15-16
1. Thosewho havethelessvisible giftsmay be tempted to denigrate themselves
2. Thosewho undervaluetheir giftstend to underutilize them -- to the detriment of
the body.
3. Honor the giftsof others, especially those whose giftsarelessflashy. | Co. 12:23
4. God sovereignly distributes gifts according to Hispurpose. | Co. 12:18 Jo. 3:27ff
5. You areasteward of your gift. Lu. 12:48

111, Understand how your giftsfunction in the church body. v. 4-5

A. Thebody isa powerful metaphor for thechurch. 1 Co. 10:17 12:27 Col. 1:24 2:19
3:15 Eph. 1:23 4:4,12,15,16,25

B. God has made us purposefully diverse.
1. Thereisagreat diversity of grace giftsamong God’ s people asevery believer hasa
unique function in the body.
2. Thereiseven diversity among those who have a particular grace gift.
3. Thereisalso adiversity among local churchesin the universal body of Christ.

God hasdesigned our diversity to organically unite and strengthen us. 1 Co. 12:12-18
1. Noneof ushasall of the gifts.

2. None of usisindependent of the others.

3. Thebody functionsasawhole.
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. Your gift isgiven so that you might edify (build up) the body. | Co. 12:7 14:12
. Our interdependence reinforces humility.
. Thechurch isto grow with each member doing hisor her part. Eph. 4:11-16

D. You must be committed to alocal church body in order to function properly.
Heb. 13:17 |1 Th. 5:12-13 | Co. 12:12

E. Thesetruthshaveimplicationsfor how the church isto berun.
1. Not aoneman (or a*“professional”) ministry. Weareall priests. | Pet. 2:5
2. Our leaders must encourage the development and use of every member’ s gifts.
3. Our focus should be on discipleship rather than programs. Mt. 28:18ff 11 Ti. 2:2



IV.Exercise your spiritual gift. v. 6-8

A. General principlesregarding the use of gifts.
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Thereisasensein which each of usiscalled to build each other up in all of these

ways. Thereisadanger of becoming over-specialized.

a. All should give. | Co. 16:1-2 Pr. 3:9-10

b. All should serve. Mark 10:45 John 15: 1ff

c. All should speak the Word to each other to build up the body. Eph. 4:15-16,29
5:19 Col. 3:16 Rom. 15:14 Heb. 5:128:11 10:24-25 3:13

God has given every believer a gifting which should be a focal point in our service

to Him and to the church body. | Tim. 4:14-16 | Pe. 4:10-11

Just as God sovereignly givesdifferent kinds of gifts, He also gives different

degrees of gifting. v.3b,6a | Co. 12:6 | Pe. 4:10

Spiritual gifts can be developed and improved through faithful use. Il Tim. 1:6-7

The gift listsin Scripture are exemplary, not exhaustive. | Co. 12:28-30 Eph. 4:11

The giftsfall into two broad categories: speaking and serving. | Pe. 4:10-11

Each gift hasitsparticular pitfalls.

B. Revelatory giftswere foundational in the early church. Eph. 2:20
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Paul wasan apostle. v.3a | Co.9:115:9 Il Co. 12:12

Some were prophets. v. 6b Eph. 2.204:11 1 Co. 12:28.10 14:1 Acts 11:27-28 21. 9ff

a. Whiletherewere some giftsin the early church about which we know little,
prophecy isclearly defined in Scripture. Dt. 13:1-518:15-22 |11 Pe. 1:.20-21

b. Prophetsserved as God’s mouthpieces, through whom revealed truth was
communicated. Ex. 4:167:1

c. Thestandard for one claiming to be a prophet is perfection. Dt. 18:18-22 13: 1ff

Revelatory gifts ceased when the Scriptural canon was closed and the apostles

passed off the scene. Eph. 2:20 Heb. 1:1-32:3-4 |l Co. 12:12

C. Some of us have gifts of utterance: teaching and exhortation. v. 7b-8a 11 Ti. 1:11 2:2
Acts15:35,31 13:15 14:21-22 4:36 Mt. 28:19-20 Js. 3:1ff | Ti. 4:13 Heb. 10:24-25

D. Many of you have gifts of helping: serving, giving, leader ship/administration, mercy.
V. 7a,8b 15:27 | Pet. 4:11b Eph. 4:12 Acts6:1,4 2:45 4:32ff 24:17 11 Co. 5:18 8:2
9:1311 Ti. 4:5,11 | Ti. 1:12 3:8ff | Co. 12:5,28 16:15 15:25-27 Phil. 1:11 Jo. 3:17-18

| Th.5 Pr.14:21,3122:817:22 Mt.5:76:3

E. How can you know your gift? Desre, need, effectiveness, counsel and confirmation.

F. Each of the giftsis perfectly exemplified in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Heisyour Prophet. Deut. 18:18-22 Mt. 13:57 21:11

Heisyour Servant. Isa. 52:13 53:11 42:1 49:1-7 Mt. 20:28 Phil. 2:7
Heisyour Preacher. John 13:13

Heisyour Encourager and He sendsthe Comforter. | John 2:1 John 14:16,26
He has given Himsdlf for you. Il Co. 8:9

Heisyour Leader/Head. Col. 1:18 2:19

He has shown you mercy. 11:30-32 12:1 Mt. 25:31f Lu. 4:18-19

G. Your gift comesasaresult of Christ’svictoriouswork and when you useit, you area
minister of Hisgrace. Eph. 4:7ff

V. Concluding applications. Il Ti. 1:6




Discussion questions for family worship.

1. What isa spiritual gift?

2. Why does God give spiritual gifts?

3. What aretwo broad categories of gifts?

4. Which giftsare no longer given? Why?

5. How can you know what your spiritual gift is?

6. Why shouldn’t you be proud of your gift?

7. Why shouldn’t you be ashamed of your gift?

8. How isthe church like a body?

9. What harm resultsfrom peopletrying to servein areasin which they are not gifted?
10. What isyour spiritual gift? How areyou using it?




