Principles Of Spiritual Growth — 031520
Rightly Diving The Word of God

TEXT =2 Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Mat 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written. Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.
Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God:
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth: to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.
Rom 10:14-15 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach,
exceplt they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

INTRO — The Bible is “The Book.” It consists of the Old (39 books)
and New Testaments (27) books. Testament means covenant.
It is the inspired Word of God.

L. A literal interpretation of the Bible

“If it makes sense seek no other sense”
2 Pe 1:20-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Bible interpretation, hermencutics, exegesis and eisegesis
Exegesis means finding out what the Spirit originally was saying through its
author in that Bible passage.

Eisegesis is what's being done when someone interprets the Bible according
to notions that were born outside of the Bible. In eisegesis. we read stuff into
Scripture

Hermeneutics - the science of interpretation, especially of the Scriptures.

Il. Warnings of False doctrine

Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God. and our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Nah 2:3 The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in
scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his
preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken.

Not speaking about automobiles
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Prosperity gospel

Act 17:11-12 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed,
also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few:.

2 Co 11:13-15 For such false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore no great thing if his
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness,; whose end
shall be according to their works.

II1. Requirements to understand the Bible
A. Salvation
1 Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:

Jor they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they

are spiritually discerned.

B. Spirituality
1 Co 3:1-4 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but
as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 | have fed you with milk. and
not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one
saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

C. Application
Heb 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.



D. Faith
Heb 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God., so that things which are seen were not made of things which do
appear.

E. Discipline
2 Pe 3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things: in
which are some things hard to be understood. which they that are unlearned
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction.

F. Surrender
John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or I speak of myself.

G. Dependence
Rom 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

H. Hlumination
Eph 1:17-19 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his
power 1o us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power,
Divine illumination gives clear understanding

I. Stability
Hos 6:3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going
Jorth is prepared as the morning: and he shall come unto us as the rain, as
the latter and former rain unto the earth.
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