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Morning Worship Service:  Philippians 1:21-26  

 

To Be or Not to Be—that is NOT God’s Question 
 

1. Review of Life and Death in verse 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Paul’s Dilemma: Stay or Depart to be with Christ (22-24) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul’s Preference (25-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application: 

1. The need to put our own wishes aside 

2. The need to see God glorified in everything 

3. The need to serve where God puts us 

 

CONCLUSION:  Paul, in this passage, shows the Philippian church that although 

it may be more desirable to depart for heaven, he is willing, as their partner, to 

share in their sufferings, see them grow, and produce true spiritual fruit in their 

lives. Why? Because we follow Christ, who did the same for us: forsaking the 

glory of heaven, living for us, living among with us, then suffering and dying for 

us; showing us an example to follow. 



Romans 6:5-11; 8:12-17 
15 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 

in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 

body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to 

sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to 

sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. … 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you 

live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did 

not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 

of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Second Timothy 3:10-17 
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 

patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord 

rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work. 

Hebrews 11:32-40 
32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through 

faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their 

dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 

again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 

sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of 

whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and 

caves of the earth. 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should 

not be made perfect. 


