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"Do You Still Not Know Me?"

John 14:1-9

Prayer: Father God, | do again thank you and praise you for

gift that you have given us of your Son. | thanky
opportunity that we have once a month to remember s
you've done for us on the cross. This is that day,
pray for an extra measure of grace, we pray for the
your Holy Spirit, that you would guide us into all

you would help us to honor and glorify you. And |

Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, again, this is the first Sunday of the month

say each first Sunday, this is the time when we rem
Christ and his cross, and we start out by examining
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this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured o
the forgiveness of sins. | tell you | will not dri
fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it ne

Father's kingdom."

Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offered th
of his flesh and of his blood and then he asked his
eat the bread and to drink the cup in order to symb
flesh and drink his blood. He then asked them to r
sacrifice on a regular basis, and this is what we ¢
table and we celebrate it once a month and we do th
on what it is the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on t
examining ourselves, by asking God's Holy Spirit to
in our lives where he's convicting us of sin, by co
sins and then by participating in the elements.

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you,
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, yo

in you."
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chapter of the gospel of John and we've been lookin g at this
six-word statement that Jesus said to his disciples at the very
start of the chapter. He said this: "Let not your hearts be

troubled.” And we wonder why in the world would Jesus say th at



considering that in the chapter before he had just
disciples that one of them would betray him, that h
them and that their leader Peter would deny him thr
we saw that the answer that Jesus gave for not lett
be troubled was three-fold. Jesus said this in

said: "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,;
also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms.
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a pl
And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will com
take you to myself, that where | am you may be also
says believe in the Father, believe in me and belie
preparations that | am making for a future for you
will not be troubled. And as | pointed out last ti
2,000 years in the disciples' future as Jesus is sp

is now 2,000 years in our past. It's a past which
Jesus's promise to care for and prepare a place for
in the kingdom to come and in the world that we hav
mean, we've seen over the last 2,000 years that no
world has thrown at the church, well, that the gate
not prevailed against it. In fact the very things

sent to destroy the church have only served to make
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"That which doesn't kill me makes me stronger." We
perfectly to the church with one glaring exception,

that even death cannot stop the church. | mean, th
through this unlikely means of persecution only bec
miraculously enlightened and empowered his people.
as this persecution at the start was, God's presenc
even more so because everywhere the persecuted chur
brought with them the power of God's Holy Spirit.

to see this morning that that power was desperately
the disciples, spiritually speaking, they had next

mean, even though they lived with Jesus for three y
ample evidence that what Jesus taught them and demo
essentially went in one ear and out the other until
Spirit in-dwelt and empowered them and caused them

those things that they were once taught.

You know, Jesus knew, he knew that human beings don
healthy set of spiritual eyes and ears, and so he p

them his Spirit after he had gone. He said this in

said: "And | will ask the Father, and he will give you an
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of
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is here encouraging the disciples by telling them t
going to receive a spiritual power that the world ¢
and he says they're going to get this power from th
that we get it from and that's from the indwelling
tells them that when he leaves he's going to give t
helper and the helper's going to be with them forev
says the helper's going to live inside them. He sa

him for he dwells with you and will be in you."

So | look at the disciples that we're going to look
that we're going to see this morning and I'm greatl
because until, until that time when they were indwe
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remembrance all that | have said to you."
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see, the fall of Adam has blinded every one of our
It has given us spiritual ears that cannot hear and
heart that wants nothing whatsoever to do with Chri
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his Holy Spirit who opened up our blind eyes and de
a gospel which we found repulsive or frightening or
so incredibly attractive that it was literally irre

mean, we're Christians today because we were before
God's intended gift to his Son. | mean not for who
who we were going to become. | mean every one of u
just simple ordinary garden variety sinners when Go
not on the basis of our goodness but his. In

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person --

for a good person one would dare even to die -- but

love for us in that while we were still sinners, Ch

us.

See, God saved us by sending his son to die in our
never stopped there. You see, his intention was to
single one of those redeemed souls and to shape and
into a unique image of his son. Once again,

and defines our very existence. It says:

those who love God all things work together for goo
are called according to his purpose. For those who
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disciples, when he begins to live inside you, he be
the way you think, he begins changing your desires,
very likes and your dislikes so that they begin to
very nature of Jesus Christ. | mean we are literal
conformed into the image of God's son. And it's by
overnight process and it doesn't end until you are
glorified in Christ's presence. We call the proces

today sanctification. It's a process of transforma

here's how God describes it in 2 Corinthians 3:18,

all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the
transformed into the same image from one degree of
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the S
speaking of this transforming power of the Holy Spi
conforms us into the image of Christ. But you know
really touched the disciples until Pentecost which
days after Christ ascended. And before that the di
couldn't cut through their own spiritual deafness a
appreciate the God in the flesh who was living amon
over and over again we see Christ trying to instruc
and for all practical purposes, I've said this many
like trying to teach a dog how to play chess. Ther

there. They just -- they don't get it. As Jesus s

garden, "The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak."
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fact that he was incredibly frustrated by that weak

And | want to look at the conversation that we're g
morning and | want to look at it as one of the low
Jesus had in his relationship with the disciples.
look at the first part of the conversation because
illustrates how dense and impenetrable their blindn
it also gives us an insight into how frustrating it
Lord Jesus himself to have to deal with. Here's th
the conversation. Jesus opens up by saying in
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe a
my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not s
told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will
myself, that where | am you may be also."

Jesus tells the disciples, believe in God, believe
believe in the preparations that are being made for
that's fine. | mean, we hear these -- we hear what
and we understand it, it's reasonable, it's not at
unreasonable thing to say but then Jesus goes out o
limb as it were. He says this in verse 4, he says:
the way to where | am going."

where he was going. In verse 5 it says:
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way?" Now you have to never forget that outside of the
grace of God through the indwelling Holy Spirit, no
gospel, none of it's going to penetrate the fallenn

fallen natures, and really our text this morning is
example of this. Thomas is true to his namesake an
beside a physical place that Jesus has to be referr

we don't know if you're going to Nazareth or Galile

or Rome or any other place, so how in the world can
way? We can't put the address into our GPS if we h
know what it is. Verse 6:
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Fathe

me." Now we all know this is one of the most famous qu
of scripture but | want you to put yourself into Th
you're hearing these words for the first time. | p
saying, "What the heck is that supposed to mean?"
Jesus stating unequivocally that there is no other
other religion in the world could provide a pathway
that is a way to the Father except through himself,
And it makes perfect sense to our ears because we h
of those 2,000 years of hindsight and the New Testa
Thomas had none of that. | mean, all he had was th
presence of Jesus Christ living with him day in, da
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7: "If you had known me, you would have known my Fathe r also.

From now on you do know him and have seen him." Now once again, we
hear these words and again, they make perfect sense to us because

the New Testament tells us again and again and agai n that Jesus

came to perfectly represent his Father, that every single aspect of
who he was was mirrored so perfectly in his Father that he could

say over and over again, | and the Father are one. Hebrews 1

states it this way, it says: Long ago, at many times and in many

ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appoin ted the heir of

all things, through whom also he created the world. Now another

way of putting this would be to say that God wanted us to know all
about who he was, and so in order to do that, he cr eated a brand

new language, he spoke to us Jesus. It says -- quo te -- "He has
spoken to us by his son.” God goes on to say in verse 3 of Hebrews
1: He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature. Colossians puts it this way: He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. In 2 Corinthians he
describes Christ in us as the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Christ. Jesus is saying that everything God wanted to rev eal about
himself he has revealed in the person of his son wh o just happened

to be living with these guys for years.

So Jesus says in verse 7: "If you had known me, you would have



known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen

him." And so Philip responds, and Philip's answer, if | can put it
as kindly as | can possibly can, it illustrates a b lindness and a
deafness about who Jesus was and what his purpose w as that is
nothing short of breathtaking. Verse 8: Philip said to him, "Lord,
show us the Father, and it is enough for us."” Have you ever seen,
there's a commercial out just been out recently, th ese guys are --
it's obviously some kind of young entrepreneurial t hink tank and
they're all trying to figure out what they're doing , and they're
having a brainstorming session and they're saying, okay, we need to
improve our communications here and | want your bes t ideas and
understand there's no such thing as a bad idea, and the guy sitting
next to him says, "What about carrier pigeons?" An d the guy thinks
for a second and he says, "Okay, there's one bad id ea." Philip's
notion was an incredibly bad idea. "Show us the Father"? What did
Philip think that Jesus was doing for the last thre e years? Jesus'
answer is incredibly gracious. And | can imagine a number of
different ways that he would have said it, | mean, | can picture
him closing his eyes and doing a face palm, you kno w, one of these
kind of things where you're just kind of sitting th ere trying to
keep your head on your shoulders and then saying in a very calm and
in a very controlled voice in verse 9: "Have | been with you so

long, and you still do not know me, Philip?" Behind that is the

years, the miracles, the parables, the teachings, t he examples, all



seeming to have been for naught. He goes on to say
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say 'Show

Father'?"

As the elders begin distributing the bread, | would
consider this morning how frustrating it must have
to pour his life into his disciples and realize nea
mission that they were still essentially clueless a

| mean, God in the flesh living among them was stil
penetrate the spiritual dullness, the natural man's
enveloped anything and everything about who God was
is the state of the creatures that Jesus had come t
also the state of you and me. This is the state of
before God's Holy Spirit begins to indwell us and o
the graciousness of God being willing not just to |

creatures but to die for them as well.

And as the elements are being passed out, consider
we give each time as well about communion itself.
Corinthians 11:28-32
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he
drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgme
not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason ma
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we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we
by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the
this each time, | say communion is an extremely ser
and to enter into it in an unworthy manner is to li
disaster. And that if you're not absolutely confid
child of the King or if you first need to be reconc
brother or sister before you bring your sacrifice t
just pass the elements on. | also say on the other
make the mistake of thinking that unless you're spo
you're somehow unworthy to receive communion. That
the other side, because being a child of the King d
we don't sin and that we never fail. It means that
salvation as a gift that no one is ever capable of

gift by being "good". As Dane Ortlund puts it: "I
God, the one thing that qualifies you is knowing th
gualify, and the one thing that disqualifies you is
you do." It also means that when we do fail we are
have sinned and because God's Spirit is now inside
exact Spirit we're speaking about, the Spirit that

his disciples as the Helper that was going to come
inside you right now. We grieve as children who kn

a Father who longs to forgive and cleanse us becaus
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us from all unrighteousness. So being a child of the King doesn't

mean that we are without sin. It means that when w e sin we
understand we have an advocate with the Father, som eone who is
speaking in heaven on our behalf. Again, 1 John 2:1 says: My dear
children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Fath er -- Jesus

Christ, the Righteous One." Because we have Jesus's righteousness

and not our own, we are free to eat at his table. And so if you

love your Lord, don't deny yourself the privilege t hat he purchased
for you. He lived the life we were supposed to liv e and then he

died the death we all deserved to die in our place so that we could

be made worthy of heaven.

Take some time right now, just take a minute or so and ask yourself
if Jesus's disciples could not see through the fog, how is it that

| ever could? And realize the incredible gift that you've been
given. 1 Corinthians 11, verse 23 says: For | received from the

Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Je sus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had gi ven thanks, he
broke it, and said, "This is my body which is fory ou. Do thisin
remembrance of me." Take, and eat.

There are at least two different kinds of ignorance that we see

presented in the New Testament along with two very different kinds



of responses by Jesus to those different types of i gnorance. One

type | would just call simple natural ignorance; th e other kind |
would call malevolent ignorance, and Jesus responds differently to
each. In John 9 we have an example of what | would call natural
ignorance. This is John 9:1-3. Speaking of Jesus, it says: As He
was passing by, He saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
guestioned Him: "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or hi s parents, that
he was born blind?" "Neither this man or his paren ts sinned,"
Jesus answered, "This came about so that God's work s might be
displayed in him." The disciples were basically ignorant. | mean,

they came from a tradition that says if you play by the rules,
God's going to bless you. If you break the rules, God just might
curse you as well, and they saw someone blind and i n their
ignorance they assumed because they saw his blindne SS as a curse,
well, obviously somebody's broken some kind of rule s. And what
they wanted to know from Christ was was it this man or was it his
parents? Jesus explains to them that life doesn't work this way.
He says sometimes good things happen to bad people and sometimes
bad things happen to good people, and regardless of whether
something good or bad has happened to you, God can use it in that
Romans 8:28, all things working together for good w ay to bring
glory to himself and blessing to you. It was just natural

ignorance and Jesus graciously addressed that ignor ance.



On the other hand, Jesus also frequently faced and
malevolent ignorance. His response to that was act
different. This is the same incident shortly after

the man born blind. He's caught up in a controvers
are offended that he had healed someone's blindness
See, the Pharisees are deeply offended that he has
Sabbath protocols by conducting a healing. Of cour
side insists but nobody but God could do such a mir
Pharisees questions indicated they were not just ig
were maliciously so. In John 10:24 it says:
surrounded Him and asked, "How long are You going t
suspense? If You are the Messiah, tell us plainly.
simple question reflecting a simple ignorance, but
buying it at all. Verse 25, he says:

don't believe," Jesus answered them. "The works th
Father's name testify about Me."
spiritual principle that is critical for us to comp

about the task that Jesus has called us to and that
good news like he did. Jesus goes on to say:

believe because you are not My sheep. My sheep hea
know them, and they follow Me. | give them eternal
will never perish -- ever! No one will snatch them
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are one." Jesus gets right to the heart of the matter by st
that the only way the gospel's ever going to make s
way you're ever going to hear the voice of the Good
by cleaver argument or by impassioned pleading but
more miraculous and far more wonderful, it's by the
choice of God that he chooses you as one of his she
simplist explanation for why people refuse to belie
that Jesus gave right from the start. He says you
because you're not one of my sheep. Now if Philip’
ignorance couldn't be relieved by the presence of t
himself, then how do you suppose you and | could ev
ignorance of our friends, of our relatives, of our
Well, the answer to that is that you and | are neve
able to overcome that ignorance. But God can. |k
have heard me say over and over again that part of
being a child of God, part of the privilege of bein
sheep called by the Good Shepherd is the responsibi
others of the hope that you have within you, and |
find that a daunting task. I'm not a theologian, y
don't talk at all about politics or religion, it's
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if | told you that it's impossible to mess up prese

if you follow these two simple rules. Rule number

never a question for which you do not have an answe

ating
ense, the only
Shepherd is not
by something far
sovereign
ep. | mean, the
ve is the one
don't believe
s impenetrable
he Lord Jesus
er overcome the
associates?
r going to be
now many of you
the privilege of
g one of the
lity to tell
know many of you
ou know, we
too scary. What
nswer for? What
nting the gospel
one is there's

r. Never. |



mean, often times it will be a simple three-word an
every single time you encounter a question that you
answer and the three words are: "l don't know." C
simpler. | mean it effectively answers any theolog
philosophical question that somebody will ever rais
follow it up by saying, "But | can find out." It's

you have to have some kind of terrific response to
kind of question that somebody brings up that often
us. And secondly it's realizing that the power of

in the gospel itself, not in the person presenting

This is what God says in Romans 1:16. It says:

ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God f
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to
see, the astounding thing to realize here is that J
ministered the truth to people who uniformly hated
it knowing that only those who were called by his F
respond and the rest in their malicious ignorance w
with nothing but malicious actions. And the reacti
Pharisees to Jesus's words in our example here is p
mean, the discussion with the Pharisees starts out
malicious question:
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end of it and it ends with a malicious action:

picked up rocks to stone Him.

So what does this mean to us? Well, Jesus dealt wi
ignorance, the natural ignorance of his disciples a
ignorance of the Pharisees and he dealt with both o
speaking the truth in love regardless the outcome.
our biggest problems is that we fear confronting ou
our relatives with the truth because we are so afra
going to be misunderstood. | mean, if it can happe
the disciples, there's no question it can happen wi
that | share the gospel with. | mean, | can't tell

of times that | shared the gospel with the very bes
only to encounter either or both types of ignorance
thought about that song that was very popular when
school by the Animals: I'm just a soul whose inten
Oh Lord, please don't let me be misunderstood. Fol
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just -- I've excerpted some of what he had written
this or he wrote this. He says: I've been working
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sheep, and when he does, he doesn't write his gospe
writes it on the lips and the tongues of the people
already had the privilege of being welcomed in as o

and then he sends them out to pass on that good new
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ignored, but | know that God used every single one
me along a pathway that eventuated in the truth. |
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the literal face of God every single day knowing th
teachings and all of the insights and all of the mi
wind up with Philip saying,
for us." | can easily imagine Jesus thinking what a waste
What a bunch of jackasses. Thank God Jesus didn't
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But Jesus knew then and there that God would still

hearts so that as Jesus gave up his Spirit, Luke wo

Luke 23:47: When the centurion saw what happened,
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we've got the best news human ears can ever hear.
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that if you don't have that passion, | sometimes wo

really got the gospel. God sums up this passion to

nder if you ever
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in Romans 10:13, he says: For everyone who calls on the name of

the Lord will be saved. But how can they call on H
believed in? And how can they believe without hear
And how can they hear without a preacher? And how
unless they are sent? As it is written: How beaut
feet of those who announce the gospel of good thing
saying is you can't call on the Lord until you beli
and you can't believe the gospel until you hear the
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to Port Jervis or any other part of the planet is w
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after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o

and drink.

This is the part we call head, heart, feet. This i
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if that means changing the way things are done and
because this is the way we've always done it, then
So we're asking God to give us some input as to how
serve this congregation on Wednesday nights. This
prayer meeting, this is the Bible study afterwards
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me today, a discussion group on subjects that affec
training on evangelism, a teaching from a recognize
honestly can't make a Wednesday night study. And w
understand that people sometimes just have just so

| know a lot of churches have just canceled their W
services. We don't want to do that. And what -- i
going to have a Wednesday night service, maybe it's
myself and another elder can just rotate through an
your house and pray with you and visit with you or
be creative, we want you to think outside the box.
ideas as to what you would like that Wednesday nigh
if you just honestly say, look, | can't make it, we

all in the mix as well. So while you're filling th

just give a couple of other tidbits.
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church in Scottsdale, Arizona.

And also want to give you an update about Aeden and
and some of the thoughts that we're having as to wh
to do about making this place more handicapped frie
going to involve some very, very significant change
the things that we're thinking of right now are goi
changing the front, putting in a lift, an elevator

that he can come in in the wheelchair, kind of clic

this level and then get in. We're still in the pla

We're trying to get as much input as we can from pe
been down this road, people who have had dealings w
folks, and so we are in the next couple of weeks go
some decisions, and so we need your prayer on that,
people's collective wisdom and collective prayer so
make a mistake. We want this place to be handicapp
want this place to be not just for Aeden but for an
there who is thinking I'd love to come to church bu

that's the second part. | would like some prayer f

And then | personally just want to give some praise
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writing a check. And what these folks did, I'm jus

just say a couple of other things about the youth g

other pastors come to me and say, "Can we send our

youth group because we know we can trust what's goi

That's a big deal. That's because of Steve and Van
done an incredible job with this ministry, and thes
in our church, they don't just have, hey, let's pla
stick a few Bible verses on it at the end and we've
and there we go, they understand what it means to |
to work through what it means to love Christ. Ofte
us to shame. So I'm just very thankful for our you

and for the 30-hour famine.

Okay. That having been said, | want to just conclu
and | spoke about frustration this morning, being f
throwing up your hands and just saying, you know, |
with blah, or this person or that person and | know
many, many times, where |'ve scratched people off,
them off. | want to ask you each to picture in you
person that is either the most annoying or the most
the person that you would just toss, the person tha
not consider and | want you to pray as we pray this

that person and | want to pray that God would give

opportunity some way, somehow, to impact that perso
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gospel because that's what we're here for. We're h
glory to Christ by spreading the good news. And so
that as we conclude this morning that we would just
and say, Lord, | give you my frustrations, | give y
I'm afraid of being misunderstood, afraid of being
religious nut job, | want to put that aside, | want
wisdom and the sensitivity to know what to say, whe
how to say it, and I'm going to trust in your Holy

that. Let's pray.

Father, we just come before you this morning. We a
congregation that is anxious to share the good news
are -- | just -- | just picture you surrounded by y

and after years hearing Philip say that perfectly a
"Show us the Father,"” and how frustrating that must
you and I'm sure many of us here have been very fru
attempts to share the gospel only to be misundersto
flung back in our face. | want to pray right now,
single individual that is in the collective minds o
we're thinking about that person or maybe that pers
just too scary to imagine sharing the gospel with,
would go ahead of us, that you would give us the co
the opportunity and give us the means to present yo

And | pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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