
GIVING YOUR WORD 
Genesis 21:31  Wherefore he called that place Beersheba; because there they sware 
both of them. 
Exodus 22:10-11 
Galatians 1:20  Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. 
Jeremiah 11:5  That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to 
give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day. Then answered I, and 
said, So be it, O LORD. 
Hebrews 6:13-18  For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by 
no greater, he sware by himself,  14  Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and 
multiplying I will multiply thee.  15  And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained 
the promise.  16  For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to 
them an end of all strife.  17  Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:  18  That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
Matthew 5:33-37  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:  34  But I say 
unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:  35  Nor by the 
earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  36  
Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or 
black.  37  But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more 
than these cometh of evil. 
Matthew 23:16-22  Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by 
the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a 
debtor!  17  Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that 
sanctifieth the gold?  18  And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but 
whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty.  19  Ye fools and blind: for 
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?  20  Whoso therefore 
shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.  21  And whoso shall 
swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein.  22  And he that 
shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 

1. God pays attention to what you say and holds you 
accountable for what you say. 
Matthew 12:36-37  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  37  For by thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
Proverbs 29:11  A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards. 
Proverbs 20:25  It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after 
vows to make enquiry. 

2. It is a sin to break your word, especially for a 
Christian. 
Proverbs 23:23  Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 
understanding. 

Proverbs 12:22  Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his 
delight. 
Proverbs 13:5  A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and 
cometh to shame. 

3.  To swear by anything other than God is to 
misunderstand the nature of God. 
Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a 
God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

4. As a Christian, you are to glorify God by keeping your 
word. 
Psalms 58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they 
be born, speaking lies. 
John 8:44-45  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.  45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 
Matthew 19:6  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
Malachi 1:14  But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, 
and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of 
hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen. 
Psalms 15:1-2, 4  LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill?  2  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in 
his heart.  4  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear 
the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
Exodus 20:7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

5. Paying attention to what you say and holding yourself 
accountable for your words is the mark of genuine faith. 
Luke 22:33  And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, 
and to death. 
Revelation 21:5-8  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.  6  And he said unto 
me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him 
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.  7  He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  8  But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death. 
1 Samuel 3:19  And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did let none of his 
words fall to the ground. 


