
Fathers, Do not Provoke, But Bring them up 
Ephesians 6:4 
Here encounter two commands to parents. But we must always remember that there is a grand 
assumption in this section of Ephesians – It is referring the work of the Holy Spirit in a Christian 
family. The discussion of the operation of the Holy Spirit begins in Eph 5;18, and it refers to how 
the work of the Holy Spirit works in the church, and in the home. The Holy Spirit is the most 
important matter in our relationships with our brothers and sisters, as wives as husbands, and 
as parents and children.  The Ministry of the holy Spirit is not a cold doctrine, for it has feet and 
legs and a mouth coming from the heart in everyday life. 

The heart of the matter: beholding the face of Jesus, filled with the spirit of Jesus, Eph. 
5:18 

I. Two commands for parents 

1. Do not provoke 

2. Bring them up 

a. Bring them up (Ektrepho) 
 

b. Train and nurture (Paideia) 
 

c. Admonish (Nouthesia) 

II. Applications 



Words for Kids to Listen For 

Follow Jesus 

Honor your parents 

Obey your parents 

Be filled with the Holy Spirit 

Follow your parents in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self control. 

First Time obedience 

Tame your tongue 

Don’t Speak harshly 

Don’t Lie


