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Contend Earnestly For the Faith Which Was 

Once For All Handed Down to the Saints 
An Expositional Study of the Epistle of Jude 

Chapter 19- God is Able to Present Us Faultless Jude 24&25 

213 Standing in God’s Presence Blameless- Part 5

 
WOSM Friday 09/05/08; WAOY Wednesday 03/14/07 

 

Welcome again my beloved in Christ.  We are continuing our verse 

by verse study of the Epistle of Jude and today I want to continue to look 

at what Jude taught about “God Empowering us to be able to Stand in 

God’s Presence Blameless and with Great Joy.”  So, let’s read Jude 

verses 24 and 25 again together: 
 

24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you 

stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  

25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 

majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.   

 

Now over the last several broadcasts, we have been examining 

verse 24 and I have been going over just how God is able to make us 

stand in the Presence of His Glory blameless with great joy.  And the 

way that this verse reads- it would seem that in order for us to be 

presented blameless is that we must, in fact, be blameless.  But if that 

is true- then what about the fact that we all still sin after we are saved?  

What do we do with that? 

Some people today say that once we are saved- that it doesn’t 

matter that we still sin- these people reason that somehow being 

Justified makes sin to not be a problem anymore or that because we are 

saved- God no longer regards our sin or that He just looks the other 

way.  I have even heard some say that the reason that Jesus died on the 

Cross is so that when we sin- we just won’t feel bad about it. 

These kind of statements are unbelievably naïve and show an  

incredible lack of understanding of just how offensive sin is to a holy 

and righteous God. 
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Listen to me.  Sin matters to God- even after we are saved.  Sin is 

an insult to the holiness and the majesty and the righteousness of our 

great God- even after we area saved.  No sin can enter into Heaven- not 

even one.  God’s requirement for any one to go to Heaven is that they 

must be perfectly righteous, and they must be perfectly righteous all the 

time. 

In other words, the only people who can go to Heaven are those 

who are just as righteous as God Himself is.  And so that leaves us in a 

very terrible position.  Because not only is it true that only perfect and 

continuous righteousness can enter into Heaven- it is also true that all 

unrighteousness is going to be punished in hell forever. 

So, the greatest question that every man, woman and child on 

earth needs to ask themselves is this: 

 

How in the world am I going to be able to stand before a holy and 

righteous God and pass through His Judgment of my life? 

 

And there are only two answers to that question: 

 

1.  Either you and I have to develop our own personal righteousness and 

raise it up to the level of being perfect and continuous or 

 

2.  We need the sinless spotless righteousness of Jesus Christ to be 

miraculously and supernaturally imputed to us by the agency of Faith 

alone. 

 

 Option 1 necessarily involves a lifelong process of elaborate 

rituals, ceremonies; the keeping of Sacraments; memorized or written 

prayers; long times of fasting; education; money until our own personal 

righteousness is improved enough to be acceptable to God.   

In the case of Hinduism and orthodox Catholicism- even after 

going through this lifelong process of improving your own 

righteousness- you are still not good enough for Heaven and so they 

provide those who buy into their teaching with either Re-Incarnation or 

Purgatory in order to complete this long process of making their own 

personal righteousness good enough to go to Heaven. 

And as we have studied in Islam- even after you have spent your  
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entire life trying to earn your own righteousness- the Koran clearly 

teaches in that Allah can still send you to hell- so that is why college 

educated people are willing to blow themselves up because the prophet 

Muhammad taught that only by killing yourself in an officially declared 

Jihad can anyone in Islam know for sure that he is going to heaven. 

This is exactly what believing that we need to improve or develop 

our own personal righteousness brings forth.  Even in Secular 

Humanism- that teaches that Man is his own god- it still requires that 

person to better himself through education; culture; and through the 

acquisition of money, power, and possessions- so the net result is the 

same.  All of those religions and philosophies that have been invented 

by men and which teach the doctrines of devils say the same thing- that 

man has to improve his own condition and make himself righteous in 

order to go to Heaven. 

Some of these false religions try to smooth this over by saying that 

it isn’t just us but that somehow we cooperate with God in the 

development of our own personal righteousness- but no matter how you 

spin it- the conclusion of every single religion and philosophy that 

espouses a Salvation by works is the very same- All of them teach that 

it is our own personal righteousness that must be improved or perfected 

through a life long process and the end of the matter is that each of 

these religions and philosophies teach that we one day reach a place 

where our own personal righteousness becomes good enough to please 

God and therefore go to Heaven. 

And then there is Biblical Christianity (Option 2) which stands 

alone and all by itself teaches that our own personal human 

righteousness is as filthy rags; and that by virtue of the fact that we are 

human- we cannot ever improve or develop our own personal 

righteousness to reach the level of being perfect and continuous- no 

matter what we do and so at the very second that we as lost sinners 

who deserve eternity in hell for our wickedness- that at the very second 

that we trust Christ for Salvation- that by the agency of Faith alone- 

apart from any works or any act of cooperation- that by Faith alone God 

Almighty imputes or credits the sinless, spotless, perfect Righteousness 

of the Lord Jesus Christ upon us in the greatest act of Mercy and Grace 

that the world has ever known and as that holy Blood covers us – and 

we are declared to be righteous- even though we are in fact still sinful- 
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we are declared to be righteous by a Sovereign act of God and at that 

very moment- we are made fit for Heaven. 

You see, Option 1 teaches- in all its variations- the same thing- 

that it is your own personal human righteousness that is developed or 

improved upon to make it acceptable to God.   

But only Option 2- Biblical Christianity- teaches that the 

Righteousness that allows anyone to go to Heaven is not our own 

personal human righteousness- and that it will never be our own- but it 

is Christ’s Righteousness that allows us to got Heaven.  

So, Option 1, in all of it various forms, teaches that people go to 

Heaven because they develop or improve their own personal human 

righteousness through works and Option 2 alone teaches that people 

go to Heaven only because the perfect Righteousness of Jesus Christ is 

imputed to them by Faith alone apart from any works. 

Now this is vital because if verse 24 of Jude is true and if verse 24 

is real and if we are in fact going to be presented faultless before God’s 

Presence with joy- if that is going to happen for any of us- then one of 

two things has got to be true: 

 

1. Either my own personal righteousness that I developed over my 

entire lifetime must rise so to the level that I literally cease from 

all sin- or 

 

2. I am already presented to God as being faultless at the very 

second that I am Justified by virtue of the sinless, spotless 

Righteousness of Jesus Christ being imputed to me by Faith alone 

while in fact I am still sinful. 

 

So, if you can think at all- who in their right mind would ever pick 

option one?  I mean why do we have billions of people on earth today 

working so hard; traveling so far; going through all that they go through 

so that somehow they can develop their own personal righteousness and 

wok their way into Heaven?  And to think that most of these people are 

doing this because they have either been taught wrongly about 

Salvation or not taught at all.  Think of all the human suffering that 

could be avoided if the Gospel was preached rightly and fully and 

fearlessly. 

Yet in spite of all of this that I have taught you this past year-  
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Some would still say, “What’s the big deal?  Who cares about all this?  It 

doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere- God will see 

your heart and allow you to go to Heaven as long as you believe in what 

you are doing with all your heart.” 

  Is that a fact?  But if that is true- then what did Jesus mean when  

He said in John 14:6: 

 

… I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father but 

through Me. 

  

This passage tells us that Salvation cannot possibly come through 

anyone else or any thing else except Jesus Christ.  So based upon this 

verse- we can narrow it down real quick by saying that only Christians 

can go to Heaven. 

But we need to go even further because Mormons and Jehovah’s 

Witnesses and various cults all call themselves Christians.  I met a man 

at a secular radio station the other day who told me that he was both a 

Muslim and a Christian.  So, let’s turn and read Ephesians 2:8&9: 
     

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 

it is the gift of God;  

9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

 

Now this passage tells us three things: 

 

1. Salvation is by Grace and Salvation is through Faith 

2. Saving Faith is not of ourselves 

3. Salvation is not of any human work in any way 

 

So, if the Words of Jesus Christ are true- and if the Words of the 

Apostle Paul are true- then by virtue of these Words- Jesus is the sole 

and exclusive Way for any human to ever go to Heaven.  By default, 

that means that any attempt by any one for any reason to try to get into 

Heaven any other way except through the Lord Jesus Christ is false 

and wrong. 

And Biblical Christianity is the only religion on this planet that 

teaches that what Jesus said here is true- by upholding the basic 
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concept that Salvation is by Grace alone through Faith alone by Christ 

alone- apart from any human works.   

But if that is true- then again, by default- every other religion 

except Biblical Christianity and every other philosophy of man is a lie 

and is in fact leading billions of people into Hell while they think they 

are going to Heaven. 

So, you see, this stuff really does matter.  And it is very important 

how you believe that you are justified in God’s sight, and it really does 

matter whose righteousness you have- yours or Christ’s.  Because if you 

are in a lifelong process of developing your own personal righteousness 

and that is what is going to qualify you to go to Heaven- if that is true- 

then the entire Protestant Reformation was a lie and Reformed 

Theology is a myth and the Bible is not true, and we cannot trust what 

Scripture says. 

But if the Bible is true and if we can rely on and trust the inspired 

Words of Jesus and Paul- and if it is true that the Righteousness that 

we need in order to go to Heaven is not ours at all- but is Christ’s and 

we acquire Christ’s Righteousness- not based upon human works at all- 

but we obtain that sinless Righteousness by the agency of Faith alone- 

then every religion one earth that teaches different from that is a lie 

and cannot be trusted. 

And that is why Jude wrote this Epistle to expose those people 

and those teachings that are contrary to the inspired Truth, and so 

Jude ends this great Epistle with this doxology: 
 

24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you 

stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  

25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 

majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.   

 

And this is why we need to earnestly contend for the Faith that 

was once and for all delivered to the saints.  Well, I have to stop right 

here but please join me on the next broadcast as we continue our 

journey through the Epistle of Jude.  May God help us all. 
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This is a single transcript in a larger series of teachings taken from a verse- by- verse Journey through the Epistle of Jude.   
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen.  Be watchful and quicken your pace.  Soli Deo Gloria.  For the 

Glory of God alone. 


