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The goal of the faithful servant of God is the release of those enslaved to the lies of Satan. 

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 

Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy 

Spirit who lives in us. (2 Timothy 1:13-14) 

 

I. Refuse to engage in moronic and unlearned speculations because they only generate 

battles. (v. 23) 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 

equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 

reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 

mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-15) 

 

…but test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. (1 Thessalonians 

5:21-22) 

 

II. God’s bond-servants are called to display a mild demeanor. (v. 24)  

 

A. Not one who enjoys arguments. 

But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, 

because these are unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a 

second time. After that, have nothing to do with them. You may be sure that such people are 

warped and sinful; they are self-condemned. (Titus 3:9-11) 

 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect, keeping a clear conscience… (1 Peter 3:14-16a) 

 

B. Instead, one who is gentle and affable. 

Instead, we were gentle among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared 

for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but our lives as well. (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8) 

 



C. An effective instructor of God’s Word. 

Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money. (1 Timothy 3:2-3) 

 

Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not 

quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather, he 

must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 

disciplined. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can 

encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Titus 1:7-9) 

 

D. Able to patiently endure mistreatment and disrespect from others. 

But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this 

you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should 

follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 

    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 1:20b-23) 

 

III. Those who oppose the truth are to be gently taught and corrected so that the Lord 

might allow them to repent. (v. 25)  

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 

in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 

your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from 

heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there 

you find disorder and every evil practice. 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 

reap a harvest of righteousness. (James 3:13-18) 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5:9) 

 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life, and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14) 

 

IV. In reality, this is a spiritual warfare issue. (v. 26) 



He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44b) 

 

He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and 

into the devil’s trap. (1 Timothy 3:7) 

 

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. (1 Timothy 6:9) 

 

Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught 

not to blaspheme. (1 Timothy 1:20) 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9) 

 

Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 

of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 

which leads to righteousness? (Romans 6:16) 


