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Matthew 27:50 & 51 And Jesus cried out again
with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook,
and the rocks were split. (ESV)

[. What Has Been Done For Us
A. God set boundaries.

Exodus 19:12 & 13 (ESV) And you shall set limits
for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not
to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of
it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to
death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall
be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall
not live.” When the trumpet sounds a long blast,
they shall come up to the mountain.”

Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV) Come to me, all who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for [ am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”

Hebrews 10:22 (ESV) let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water.

B. The barrier = gulf of sin.

[saiah 59:1 & 2 (ESV) Behold, the Lord’s hand is
not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull,
that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden his face from you so
that he does not hear.

Amos 3:3 (ESV) “Do two walk together, unless
they have agreed to meet?

Hebrews 10:17 & 18 (ESV) then he adds, “I will
remember their sins and their lawless deeds no

more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these,
there is no longer any offering for sin.

C. Believers are partakers of God's divine nature.

Colossians 1:12-14 (ESV) giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has
delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
14 in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

Revelation 1:17 & 18 (ESV) When I saw him, I fell
at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right
hand on me, saying, “Fear not, [ am the first and
the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold
[ am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades.

D. There is but one bridge = Jesus Christ.

1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus,

John 14:6 (ESV) Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

II. What We Have As a Result

Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV) Therefore, brothers,
since we have confidence to enter the holy places
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living
way that he opened for us through the curtain,
that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure
water.



A. Holy confidence to come to God.

Romans 8:15 & 16 (ESV) For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God,

Hebrews 4:15 & 16 (ESV) For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let
us then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 13:15 (ESV) Through him then let us
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his
name.

B. Full assurance of faith to draw near.

Titus 3:5-7 (ESV) he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his
grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

1 Peter 1:3-5 (ESV) Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

Psalm 16:11 (ESV) 11 You make known to me
the path of life; in your presence there is fullness
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

[II. What Privilege and Responsibilities Are Ours

1 Peter 2:4-9 (ESV) As you come to him, a living
stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it
stands in Scripture: “Behold, [ am laying in Zion a
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe,
but for those who do not believe, “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a
rock of offense.” They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.

Exodus 19:6 (ESV) and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are
the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel.”

Believers are called to be priests.
A. Priests were appointed by God.

Hebrews 5:4 (ESV) And no one takes this honor
for himself, but only when called by God, just as
Aaron was.

Romans 8:15 (ESV) For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

Galatians 4:6 (ESV) And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!”

B. Priests were cleansed.

Leviticus 8:6 (ESV) And Moses brought Aaron
and his sons and washed them with water.
Ephesians 5:26 (ESV) that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word,

Zechariah 13:1 (ESV) “On that day there shall be
a fountain opened for the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from
sin and uncleanness.

C. Priests were divinely clothed.

Leviticus 8:13 (ESV) And Moses brought Aaron’s
sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes



around their waists and bound caps on them, as
the Lord commanded Moses.

D. Priests were appointed.

Leviticus 8:24 (ESV) Then he presented Aaron’s
sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the
lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of
their right hands and on the big toes of their
right feet. And Moses threw the blood against the
sides of the altar.

1 Peter 1:18 & 19 (ESV) knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from
your forefathers, not with perishable things such
as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or
spot.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (ESV) All this is from God,
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is,
in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.

E. The work of the priests = intercession.

Exodus 39:8-14 (ESV) He made the breastpiece,
in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold,
blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine
twined linen. 9 It was square. They made the
breastpiece doubled, a span its length and a span
its breadth when doubled. 10 And they set in it
four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and
carbuncle was the first row; 11 and the second
row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 12
and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an
amethyst; 13 and the fourth row, a beryl, an
onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in
settings of gold filigree. 14 There were twelve
stones with their names according to the names
of the sons of Israel. They were like signets, each
engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes.
Job 35:13 (ESV) Surely God does not hear an
empty cry, nor does the Almighty regard it.
[saiah 1:15 (ESV) When you spread out your
hands, [ will hide my eyes from you; even though

you make many prayers, [ will not listen; your
hands are full of blood.

[saiah 59:1 & 2 (ESV) Behold, the Lord’s hand is
not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull,
that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden his face from you so
that he does not hear.

Psalm 66:18 (ESV) If I had cherished iniquity in
my heart, the Lord would not have listened.
Luke 18:9-14 (ESV) He also told this parable to
some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God,
[ thank you that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 12 [ fast twice a week; I give tithes
of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down
to his house justified, rather than the other. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

Psalm 102:17 (ESV) he regards the prayer of the
destitute and does not despise their prayer.



