A state patrol officer noticed a vehicle on the interstate doing 24 miles an hour, so he pulled the car over to make sure everything was all right. When he approached the driver, he discovered that it is a nun.  The officer asked, "Excuse me sister, but are you alright?"  She replied, "Oh, yes officer, we're just fine. Was I doing something wrong?"  The officer said, "Well sister, you were traveling way under the speed limit, and I was concerned that you might be having car trouble or something." "But officer", the nun interrupted, "I saw a sign about a mile back that said 24, and I know I wasn't going any faster than that." Chuckling, the officer said, "Sister, that was a state highway route marker, this is State Route 24, not the speed limit.  The speed limit signs have an MPH at the bottom."  "Oh, now don't I feel foolish!" replied the nun. "That's ok” said the officer, but please try to be more careful, I would hate to see you get hurt.” 
Then as the officer turned to say good-bye to the nuns in the back seat, he noticed for the first time that they were all trembling and quite pale. "Sister, what is wrong with your friends? Can I escort you to a hospital?" "Oh, no, they’ll be all right. We just turned off of Route 135."
You see, the nun did not know the purpose for the road signs, and in Galatians, the Judaizers and those in the churches in Galatia, did not understand the true purpose for the Law.  
Last week we dived into Galatians Chapter 3, where Paul took us out into some deep theological waters to explain the difference between the gospel of grace and the Law.  If you recall, Paul talked about the curse of the Law – a terrible curse that we were all under because we could not keep all of its conditions all of the time, but he also explained that as believers in Christ, we were set free from the curse of the Law, we were redeemed because Christ took the curse on our behalf, and now we are free to live our lives by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
This morning we are continuing in Galatians Chapter 3, and this portion of the chapter might be the most important for understanding Paul’s argument with the Judaizers, and for understanding the relationship between salvation by grace through faith and the Law.  So, let’s pick up where we left off last week and we will start with verse 15 where Paul focuses on the superiority of a gracious promise that God made to Abraham.
15Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 
This is a great passage and to be honest with you, in the past, I have just glazed over it without really digging into it, but what Paul says here is very insightful.  
In this passage, Paul being a former Pharisee, anticipated another argument by the Judaizers, where they would insist that since the Law came after the promise to Abraham, then the Law was superior, it had priority, and it superseded the promise.  So, what is this promise that Paul is talking about here?  The promise refers to the covenant between God and Abraham, beginning in Genesis 12, which was based on justification by faith, whereby all nations who believed would be blessed through him.  Abraham was graciously declared righteous, justified by God, because of his faith in God, and God made a promise to bless him.  So, in this passage, Paul is referring to two different covenants:  the promise called the Abrahamic Covenant and the covenant involving Moses – called the Mosaic Law, which came much later. 
Paul expected the Judaizers to claim that when God later gave the Law to Moses, God established a brand-new way of salvation – out with the old and in with the new, so to speak.  But Paul had an answer, and he explained that the promise to Abraham, this Abrahamic Covenant, was permanent, it was unchangeable – and to illustrate his point, Paul made reference to “a man’s covenant.”  This reference to “a man’s covenant” would best be described as a last will and testament, and you know that once a will is written and signed, it is legally binding, it is fixed, and it cannot be changed in any way by another person. 
Paul argued that to make obedience to the Law a later condition for salvation would be similar to a third party cancelling or altering the will of another person.  That’s simply not done.  Therefore, if God established a binding covenant with Abraham based on faith – then the Law, which was added some 430 years later, cannot revise the terms of the original covenant.  Bottom line:  The later Law does not trump the previous promise that was based on faith.  
So, this gracious promise is superior to the Law for that reason – but that’s not the only reason.  The promise is also superior to the Law because the promise is Christ-centered – as Paul identified Abraham’s seed as being Christ.  In essence, we could say that God made a “will” to Abraham that consisted of promises to him and to his seed, his offspring of faith – namely Jesus Christ, and because we are in Christ as believers, we become fellow beneficiaries of this will that is rooted in faith and not by the works and the rules and the rituals of the Law.  The promise is superior.
So, if the promise – if this covenant with Abraham is superior to the Law, then here’s the million-dollar question:  What is the purpose of the Law?  Why did God even give the Law if Abraham’s covenant was superior?  
That’s a great question, especially for those who really thought that the Law was foundational to approaching and gaining a right standing with God.  So, Paul asks the question himself in verse 19.
“Why the Law then?”  Why the Law if we aren’t saved by the Law?   
That’s an easy question by Paul, but his answer is anything but easy.  He says, 
“It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to who the promise had been made.”
Let me tell you, there is a lot to digest in Paul’s answer, so for my own sanity, I’m going to try to break it down into some bite size pieces.
The first thing I want to point out is Paul’s use of the word “added”.  Now he has already said you can’t change or add to a will once it has been signed, so this word obviously means something else.  That word “added” means to “place beside” and it’s best described as “coming in by a side road” which paints a really interesting picture for us.  The main road is the promise of justification by faith in God.  Faith in God has always been the main road.  The Law is a side road, and the side road was not designed to lead travelers to a different destination; instead its purpose was to point its travelers back to the main road of faith.  That’s what that little word “added” is describing.  The legalist attempted to make the Law the main road, but they were wrong.  The Law is a side road that was created to lead an individual to the main road of faith in God.  I love that picture we get from one little word.
But we aren’t done yet.  In this passage, Paul also goes on to tell us that the Law was added – again, came in by a side road, because of transgressions.  
A psychologist studying the moral choices of young children asked a five-year-old who was playing a game, "Why do you need rules to play this game?"  "Because," the child answered, "They let me know when I'm cheating."
The people of Israel were cheating so to speak, they were sinful, and the Law was added to reveal their true spiritual condition.  The Law was given to reveal certain kinds of behavior as being sinful – against the moral will of God.  
Paul expounded on this in Romans 7:7 where he said, “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”  
The Law is holy and just and good, and it reveals just how unholy, and unjust, and bad we truly are.  That’s what it does.  The Law reveals sin – it reveals just how far away people are from a holy and righteous God.  
Then Paul continued with his train of thought in Romans 7:8 and said, “But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.”  
So, what did he mean by that?  Paul tells us that people are so rebellious, the Law actually aroused the sin nature in us – the Law stimulates sin, exposing our natural inclination to sin so its presence cannot be denied or ignored.  
Have you ever told a child “don’t touch that?”  “It’s hot, don’t touch that.”  “The paint is wet, don’t touch that.”  “I just put icing on the cake, don’t touch that.”  What happens?  Whether they touch or not, their natural inclination is to touch whatever they were told not to touch, especially when you aren’t looking.  Why?  Simply because you said “Do not to touch.” That’s what the Law does – it reveals your sin nature.
But, didn’t sin exist before the Law?  Absolutely, all the way back to the garden, but the Law further defined sin, the Law gave us a better understanding of sin, it placed a magnifying glass on our sin problem, and it made sin a legal violation.  This is what the Law does and it does it extremely well.
Now, let’s get back to our passage in Galatian 3, verse 19 because there is much more we need to cover.  As a reminder, Paul said referring to the purpose of the Law: 
“It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to who the promise had been made.”
So, the Law was added to reveal our sin, the Law was given through angels to Moses who served as a mediator, it had conditions, and here’s something else I want you to see: The Law was not designed to be permanent.   
Did you notice that word “until”?  That word “until” implies the Law was temporary until that which was permanent came.  The Law was like one of those tiny spare tires they provide in the newer cars.  Those tiny tires are only designed for temporary use when you get a flat tire until you can put a real full-size tire in its place.  That tiny tire was never designed to replace the full-size tire.  Likewise, the Law was never intended to replace the gracious promises of God made to Abraham and to those who follow him in faith.  The Law was temporary until the seed had come – until Christ had come.  So, Paul’s point is this, there is no way a temporary Law can be greater than a permanent promise.
Now, it may seem to the Judaizers and to others as well that Paul is totally against the Law, but that’s not the case at all because Paul knows it serves a very important function.  So, he asks another question – verse 21.
21Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if the law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  22But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  
Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  In other words, does the Law and the promises contradict or compete with each other?  And Paul answers himself again and says – “May it never be!”  Absolutely not, never!  
They do not contradict each other or compete with each other for the simple reason that they were designed by God for two entirely different purposes.  Unlike the promise, the Law could not give life and it could not put us in a right standing with God.  If it could, there would have been no need for Jesus to give His life for us.  
The purpose of the Law was, and still is, to expose wickedness, and to reveal that all humanity is a prisoner to sin and condemned to death by it.  Under the Law, humanity was locked up on death row so to speak, and it created in us a desperate need for freedom and mercy and grace that is only found in Jesus Christ.  So, you see, the Law did not contradict or compete with the promise, in reality, the Law actually complemented the promise.  Hopefully that makes sense. 
Now, Paul is not done and he is going to hit this same issue again from a different angle. 
23But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
In this final image, Paul says the Law represents a tutor or in some translations a schoolmaster – someone who is given custody over us, and the best description of this was that of a guardian.
In ancient Greece and Rome, wealthy parents often placed their newborn babies under the care of a wet-nurse, who in turn, would later pass them on to an older woman, a nanny, who would care for the basic needs of the child until about the age of 6.  At that time, the child came under the supervision of another slave, a guardian, until the child reached late adolescence, somewhere around the age of 16.
  
Now, the function of the guardian was more custodial and disciplinary in nature.  I suspect that there were some guardians who were known for their kindness and patience, but the image that Paul paints here was that of a stern drill sergeant who had the bark and bite of a pit bull.  And, every time the child stepped out of line without permission or did something wrong, this guardian pointed his finger at the child, and in no uncertain terms, told the child what they had done wrong and delivered physical punishment as a way to keep the child in line.  

By using this guardian image, we learn that the Law was given to point out sin, it was stern and harsh, and it threatened great punishment to those who didn’t straighten up, but Paul also tells us that the Law leads us to Christ – how so?   

People must first be convinced of their guilt, and their helplessness, and their desperate need before Christ is recognized as their only hope. The Law was given to bring people to that point of recognizing their sin and brokenness and their genuine need for salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  

The Law is like a mirror.  The mirror can show you that your face is dirty, but it cannot wash your face for you. No one in their right mind would take a mirror and rub it on their face to remove dirt. 

So, it is with the Law.  It shows us that we are sinful, and hopeless, and spiritually dead, but it cannot cleanse us and give us life.  Not only do we see our sinful condition in this mirror, but we also realize we are like a person without arms.  We see our reflection and our need for cleansing, but we are helpless to do anything about it.  If your face is going to get cleaned, then someone else will have to do the job.  That's why Galatians 3:24 says that the purpose of the Law is to lead us to Christ.  

When the Law has done its work and led us to Christ, and as a result faith has come – then the Law has fulfilled its temporary function and purpose.  And as a result, Paul tells us in verse 25, we are no longer under a tutor.  We are no longer under the control of the harsh and stern guardian.  As believers, the Law can no longer condemn us, it cannot hold us in custody, and it does not control us anymore because we are in Christ, declared righteous by grace through faith – now surrendered to the lordship of our loving and forgiving and gracious Savior.

26For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.

In Christ, we all have access to God.  By grace we are His children.  We are united with God in Christ and heirs of the promise of righteousness through faith.  Thus, the gracious promise is superior to the Law because it unites us with God and with one another in a way that the Law never could.
Paul says in 1 Timothy 1:8-9, “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners…” 
We live in a lost and dying world, so the Law is still fulfilling its purpose with those who do not know Christ.  The proper use of the Law is to reveal sin and to cause people to see their need for a Savior.  The improper use of the Law is to try to achieve God’s acceptance and approval and salvation by keeping it.  You can’t, no one can!  That’s why we need a Savior.  Remember, good people don’t go to heaven – forgiven people do.
Now I want to say a couple of things to believers.  How should we handle the Law as Christians?  Can we just ignore it?  I don’t think we should ignore it because it is Scripture and it’s instructional for us.  True we are no longer under the Law, we are no longer controlled by it, but I think we should still respect the wisdom found in it.  We should still remember the lessons taught to us by our former guardian.  
I also want to point out, that as believers, we operate under a higher law, that being to love God because He first loved us, and to love others like Christ loved us – to do what love requires of us, and now we do this under the guidance and the power of the Holy Spirit.
And there’s one more thing I want to say before I close.  Some Christians may be living defeated and depressing lives because you are still trying to live up to something that was designed to you tear you down and devastate you.  You continue to stare in that mirror I mentioned earlier to somehow gain acceptance and approval by God, to try to measure up, but all that mirror will do is continually remind you just how filthy you are.  That it’s job – and it does it very well.  I will not give you a pat on the back and say good job.  That’s not what it does.
So, instead of looking in that mirror, try looking at Christ who loves you, who has forgiven you, and has declared you holy and righteous in Him.    
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