SERMON NOTES < May3,2020 * Life Under the Dark Cloud

Lamentations 2:1-22 How the Lord in his anger has set the daughter of Zion under a cloud! He
has cast down from heaven to earth the splendor of Israel; he has not remembered his footstool
in the day of his anger. 2 The Lord has swallowed up without mercy all the habitations of Jacob;
in his wrath he has broken down the strongholds of the daughter of Judah; he has brought
down to the ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. 3 He has cut down in fierce anger
all the might of Israel; he has withdrawn from them his right hand in the face of the enemy; he
has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, consuming all around. 4 He has bent his bow like an
enemy, with his right hand set like a foe; and he has killed all who were delightful in our eyes in
the tent of the daughter of Zion; he has poured out his fury like fire. 5 The Lord has become
like an enemy; he has swallowed up Israel; he has swallowed up all its palaces; he has laid in
ruins its strongholds, and he has multiplied in the daughter of Judah mourning and
lamentation. 6 He has laid waste his booth like a garden, laid in ruins his meeting place; the
Lord has made Zion forget festival and Sabbath, and in his fierce indignation has spurned king
and priest. 7 The Lord has scorned his altar, disowned his sanctuary; he has delivered into the
hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; they raised a clamor in the house of the Lord as on
the day of festival. 8 The Lord determined to lay in ruins the wall of the daughter of Zion; he
stretched out the measuring line; he did not restrain his hand from destroying; he caused
rampart and wall to lament; they languished together. g Her gates have sunk into the ground;
he has ruined and broken her bars; her king and princes are among the nations; the law is no
more, and her prophets find no vision from the Lord. 10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit
on the ground in silence; they have thrown dust on their heads and put on sackcloth; the
young women of Jerusalem have bowed their heads to the ground. 11 My eyes are spent with
weeping; my stomach churns; my bile is poured out to the ground because of the destruction of
the daughter of my people, because infants and babies faint in the streets of the city. 12 They
cry to their mothers, “Where is bread and wine?” as they faint like a wounded man in the
streets of the city, as their life is poured out on their mothers’ bosom. 13 What can I say for you,
to what compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? What can I liken to you, that I may comfort
you, O virgin daughter of Zion? For your ruin is vast as the sea; who can heal you? 14 Your
prophets have seen for you false and deceptive visions; they have not exposed your iniquity to
restore your fortunes, but have seen for you oracles that are false and misleading. 15 All who
pass along the way clap their hands at you; they hiss and wag their heads at the daughter of
Jerusalem: “Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of all the earth?” 16
All your enemies rail against you; they hiss, they gnash their teeth, they cry: “We have
swallowed her! Ah, this is the day we longed for; now we have it; we see it!” 17 The Lord has
done what he purposed; he has carried out his word, which he commanded long ago; he has
thrown down without pity; he has made the enemy rejoice over you and exalted the might of
your foes. 18 Their heart cried to the Lord. O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears stream
down like a torrent day and night! Give yourself no rest, your eyes no respite! 19 “Arise, cry out
in the night, at the beginning of the night watches! Pour out your heart like water before the
presence of the Lord! Lift your hands to him for the lives of your children, who faint for hunger
at the head of every street.” 20 Look, O Lord, and see! With whom have you dealt thus? Should
women eat the fruit of their womb, the children of their tender care? Should priest and prophet
be killed in the sanctuary of the Lord? 21 In the dust of the streets lie the young and the old; my
young women and my young men have fallen by the sword; you have killed them in the day of



your anger, slaughtering without pity. 22 You summoned as if to a festival day my terrors on
every side and on the day of the anger of the Lord no one escaped or survived; those whom I
held and raised my enemy destroyed.

I. The dark cloud of God’s anger (v1-10)
A. God’s unrestrained anger (vi-3)

Proverbs 6:16-19 There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to
him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that
devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19 a false witness who breathes out
lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.

Isaiah 8:22 And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of
anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness.

John 3:19 & 20 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.

B. Hostility from the Lord (v4 & 5)

Genesis 2:16 & 17 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every
tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—

C. The temple is destroyed (v6 & 7)
Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

Mark 13:1 & 2 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look,
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do
you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not
be thrown down.”

D. The city and the people are brought low (v8-10)

Jeremiah 5:30 & 31 An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: 31 the prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at their direction; my people love to have it so, but what
will you do when the end comes?

Isaiah 30:9 & 10 For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the
instruction of the Lord; 10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not
prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions,

E. Hope in the midst of God’s anger

Lamentations 4:6 For the chastisement of the daughter of my people has been greater than
the punishment of Sodom, which was overthrown in a moment, and no hands were wrung for

her.

Psalm 103:8-10 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.i1o He does not deal with us
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.



Zechariah 10:6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will
bring them back because I have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I had not
rejected them, for [ am the Lord their God and I will answer them.

Psalm 30:5 For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry
for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

II. The dark cloud of anxiety (vi1-17)
A. Heart wrenching tragedy (vi1 & 12)

Jeremiah 8:20-22 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” 21 For the
wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded; I mourn, and dismay has taken hold
on me. 22 [s there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of
the daughter of my people not been restored?

B. The extent of calamity (vi3-17)

Psalm 48:1-5 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy
mountain, 2 beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the
city of the great King. 3 Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress. 4 For
behold, the kings assembled; they came on together. 5 As soon as they saw it, they were
astounded; they were in panic; they took to flight.

C. Hope in the darkness

Psalm 31:22 [ had said in my alarm, “I am cut off from your sight.” But you heard the voice of
my pleas for mercy when I cried to you for help.

Luke 22:31 & 32 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you
like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned
again, strengthen your brothers.”

Isaiah 54:7-10 For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great compassion I will gather you.
8 In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will
have compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer. g “This is like the days of Noah to me:
as I swore that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I have sworn that I will
not be angry with you, and will not rebuke you. 10 For the mountains may depart and the hills
be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall
not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you.

III. Zion’s appeal through the dark cloud (v18-22)
A. Give yourselfwhole heartedly to prayer (vi8 & 19)

Exodus 3:7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt
and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings,

Jeremiah 29:13 & 14 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 |
will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all
the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you
back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.



Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these
words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates.

B. Prayer for the daughter of Zion (v20-22)

Lamentations 1:9 Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she took no thought of her future;
therefore her fall is terrible; she has no comforter. “O Lord, behold my affliction, for the enemy
has triumphed!”

Lamentations 1:11 All her people groan as they search for bread; they trade their treasures for
food to revive their strength. “Look, O Lord, and see, for I am despised.”

Lamentations 1:20 “Look, O Lord, for I am in distress; my stomach churns; my heart is wrung
within me, because | have been very rebellious. In the street the sword bereaves; in the house it
is like death.

Lamentations 5:1 Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us; look, and see our disgrace!
CONCLUSION

Nahum 1:6 & 7 Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger?
His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him. 7 The Lord is
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him.

Jeremiah 29:10-14 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I
will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know
the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.
13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by
you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and
all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place
from which I sent you into exile.



