Fundamental Bible Baptist Institute
The Minor Prophets
Spring Semester 2022
Class Three
The Book of Hosea

Credits: Class Notes are primarily compiled and copied from “Explore the Book” by J. Sidlow Baxter and “Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible” by Harold Wilmington

Text: Hosea 1
Introduction to Class: In this class, we begin our study of each minor prophet in detail. It is our desire that the student read each of the minor prophets (Hosea through Malachi) over and over again. It would also be very educational if the student reads the PDF version of above-mentioned books sections on each of the minor prophets. A part of Bible education is not just learning the Word of God but learning where good resources are which help us to understand the Word of God. 
I.	INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF HOSEA (Chapter 1-3)
[bookmark: _Hlk102810342]A.	Hosea’s name means "salvation." He was a prophet to the northern kingdom, and wept over their sins, as Jeremiah later wept over Judah's sins. – Wilmington “What the weeping Jeremiah was to Judah, the southern kingdom, nearly a century and a half later, that was the sob-choked Hosea to Israel, the northern kingdom.” – Baxter
B.	Hosea may have been the longest ministering prophet as he ministered during the forty-one-year reign of Jeroboam, king of Israel. Hosea 1:1
C.	Hosea’s book predicted the Assyrian invasion of the northern ten tribes of Israel and he lived to see his own prophecies fulfilled in 721 BC. Remember that the northern ten tribes (Israel) went into Assyrian captivity 120 years before the southern two tribes (Judah) went into Babylonian captivity. (Also note that Hosea frequently refers to the northern ten tribes of Israel as Ephraim. Ephraim was the first of the tribes to apostatize from the LORD and was representative of the entire ten northern tribes of Israel.)
D.	“Hosea is quoted more times for its size in the New Testament than any 
other Old Testament book, for a total of some thirty times. Compare:
1.	Hosea 11:1 with Matthew 2:15
2.	Hosea 6:6 with Matthew 9:13
3.	Hosea 10:3 with Luke 23:30
4.	Hosea 2:23 with Romans 9:25
5.	Hosea 13:14 with 1 Corinthians 15:55” - Wilmington
II.	ILLUSTRATION OF HOSEA AND GOMER
[bookmark: _Hlk102810352]A.	Hosea is perhaps the strangest book in all the Bible, for God instructed his prophet to "take unto thee a wife of whoredoms." This may seem like a contradiction to the character and nature of God, but God was going to use Hosea’s and Gomer’s marriage to illustrate the relationship that He had with the northern ten tribes of Israel. Hosea was a faithful husband but Gomer was an unfaithful wife. Hosea was a grieving husband and Gomer was a grievous wife. In the same manner, God was a faithful husband to Israel but she was an unfaithful wife to Him.
[bookmark: _Hlk102757008]B.	We know that God used Gomer as an illustration because of Hosea 1:2 “The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.” Hosea represented God. Gomer represented the northern kingdom of Israel.  God often compared his relationship to Israel to that of a marriage (Isaiah 62:5; Hosea 2:19; Jeremiah 3:14).
C.	Hosea obeyed God and took Gomer to be his wife and she had one child by him: Hosea 1:3 says “So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son.” This son was named Jezreel. The name Jezreel means “God will sow” and “to be scattered”.
	There were two meanings in the birth and naming of Jezreel:
1.	Hosea 1:4 “for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu”.  God was going to scatter Jehu’s seed. Jehu was the man whom God used to bring judgment in and around the city of Jezreel generations earlier to rid Israel of Baal worship. While Jehu was certainly used of God to accomplish this at Jezreel and God promised him that four generations of his descendants would sit as kings of Israel, Jehu still allowed for the false worship that Jeroboam had brought into Israel and did not serve God with all his heart. King Jeroboam II was king of Israel in Hosea’s day and he was the great-grandson of Jehu. God was illustrating through the name of Hosea’s firstborn that He was one generation from scattering the kingdom of Jehu. What began at Jezreel would end with a Jezreel. Sure enough, King Jeroboam II’s son, Zechariah, was murdered after reigning for only six months according to II Kings 15:12.
2.	Hosea 1:4b-5 “and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” God was going to scatter the northern kingdom of Israel through the invasion of the Assyrians. 
D.	Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea and conceived again by another man. This time, she had a daughter. Hosea 1:6-7 says “And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away. But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen.”  The name, Lo-ruhamah, means “unloved” or “having never known the love of a father”. The message was clear: what Lo-ruhamah was to Hosea, the children of Israel were to God. They were not His. 
E.	Gomer conceived a third time by another man and this child was named Lo-ammi. Hosea 1:8-9 says “Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son. Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.” The name, Lo-ammi, means “Not my people” and “no kin of mine”. God was making a statement through the naming of this illegitimate child. The children of Israel were not His people. They were not His children. They were the children of spiritual adultery and idolatry. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102757041]F.	“The deepest and most awesome thing of all in these chapters is that through his own cruelly desecrated relationship with Gomer, Hosea came to understand the true meaning of Israel's sin: it was spiritual adultery, and even harlotry! The sin of adultery has been defined as that of ‘seeking satisfaction in unlawful relations.’ That is what Israel had done. Harlotry is even worse. It is the sin of ‘prostituting high possessions for the sake of hire and gain.’ That, too, is what Israel had done. As Hosea tells them, God had taken them to Himself in a special relationship, had loved them, carried them in His arms, taught them to walk, been Husband and home to them; and they had gone after other gods! - and had prostituted their high privileges to the lascivious indulgence of idolatry. Such sin, then, is spiritual adultery! To see it in this light is to see it in its ugliest enormity, and at the same time to realize with a cutting keenness the suffering which it causes to the heart of God.  Now this is the thought which underlies all the remaining chapters in Hosea; and chapters 4 to 14 should be read with this all-the-while in mind. The sin of a people with such high privilege and sacred relationship as Israel is the most heinous sin thinkable. Deeper down and worse than merely fleshly sins is that of wilful infidelity to love - even to that love which is ‘passing the love of women’! Hosea is the prophet of outraged but persevering love. Here is the love that ‘suffers long and is kind.’ Here is the love that never lets us go, and never gives us up. Here is the love that many waters cannot quench - wounded, outraged, grieved, disappointed love, which, although it flames and flashes with white-hot indignation at sin, sobs out, ‘How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, Israel?’.” - Baxter
III.	THE INTERPRETATION OF HOSEA (Chapters 4-14)
A.	God’s Indictment of Israel (and partially Judah). Chapter 4:1 thunders “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.” Hosea 4-7 deals with the fact that Israel’s Sin in Intolerable to God. We learn in these four chapters that God is a Holy God. God cannot and will not tolerate sin.
B.	God’s Judgment on Israel. Hosea 8:1 says “Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an eagle against the house of the LORD, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed against my law.” Hosea 8-10 declares that Israel’s sin shall be punished. God is a just God. He cannot overlook sin. He will not ignore sin. Justice declares that sin must be dealt with. Hosea 8:5 says “…mine anger is kindled against them…”.  Verse 7 says “For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind…”. Verse 13 says “…but the LORD accepteth them not; now will He remember their iniquity, and visit their sins…”.  All three of these chapters vividly illustrate the coming judgment upon Israel. 
C.	God’s Love For and Restoration of Israel. Hosea 11:1 and 4 says “When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt…I drew them with the cords of a man, with bands of love…”. Hosea 14:4 prophesies “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from him.” As with most of the prophets, his message concludes with prophecies of a national repentance by Israel and a national restoration of Israel.
Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible has a wonderful outline:
	A.	Ephraim Denounced: 
		1.	Because of her ignorance: Hosea 4:6
		2.	Because of her idolatry: Hosea 4:12, 13, 17
		3.	Because of immorality: Hosea 5:3
	B.	Ephraim Desired: In spite of her wickedness, God still loved her.
		1.	Hosea 6:4
	C.	Ephraim Described: 
		1.	Hosea 7:4
		2.	Hosea 7:8
		3.	Hosea 7:11
		4.	Hosea 7:16
		5.	Hosea 8:8
		6.	Hosea 8:9
		7.	Hosea 9:16
		8.	Hosea 10:1
		9.	Hosea 4:16
	D.	Ephraim Disciplined:
		1.	Hosea 8:7
		2.	Hosea 3:4 They would be many days…
			a.	Without a King
			b.	Without a Prince
			c.	Without a Sacrifice
			d.	Without an Image
			e.	Without an Ephod
			f.	Without a Teraphim
		3.	Hosea 10:6
		4.	Hosea 8:8; 9:16
	E.	Ephraim Delivered:
		1.	Hosea 2:19, 23
		2.	Hosea 3:5
		3.	Hosea 6:1-3
		4.	Hosea 11:1, 4, 8, 9
		5.	Hosea 13:10, 14
		6.	Hosea 14:4-7
