Understanding the King James Version of the Holy Bible — Elementary Greek

The New Testament of the KJV Bible was translated from the Greek New Testament known as the
“Textus Receptus” or the Received Text.

The Greek of the New Testament is called Koine (or Common) Greek. It is different from Modern Greek.
It is also called “Biblical Greek.”

The Greek Alphabet is composed of 24 letters.

Upper/lower case Name Sound Pronunciation

A a alpha [q] a (father)

B, p beta  [b] b (bet)

Ly gamma [g] g (get)

A, d delta [d] d (dog)

E, e epsilon [¢] e (get)

Z,C zeta  [dz, z] dz(cords), z (zero)

H, n eta [e] e (obey)

0,0 theta  [tV] t (top, theology)

I iota [1,1:] 1 (hit), i (machine), y (yellow)
K, x kappa [Kk] k (keep)

AN lambda [1] 1 (lamp)

M, mu [m]  m (mile)

N, v nu [n] n (new)

B, & Xi [khs]  x (axe)

0,0 omicron [o] o (top) short
I, pi [Pl  p(put)

P p rho [r] r (rod)

%, 0,6 sigma [s] s (sit)

Tt tau [t] t (talk)

Y, v upsilon [u] u (universe), oo (book)
@, ¢ phi  [p"]  ph(phone)

X, x chi [k"] ch (Scottish loch) guttural
¥, v psi  [ps]  ps(lips)

Qo omega [o:] o (note) long o



Vowels — there are seven vowels in Koine Greek.

Greek has seven vowels: a, €, 1, 1, 0, v, and ®. Vowels € and o are always short, n and © are always long,
and a, 1, v may be either short or long,

Dipthongs — combination of two vowels but is pronounced as one syllable. There are seven diphthongs.

Diphthong Pronunciation Example Meaning
ol Aisle aicov age

ot Oil oivog wine

€l Eight Yelp hand

! Queen vidg son

oL Mouse [Madrog Paul

€V Boaoctlede king

no nopov I found

Breathing marks

If a word in Greek starts with a vowel, diphthong or a letter p it must have a breathing mark written above
it. It is placed above the vowels and “rho” [p], and above the second letter in the diphthongs.

Greek has two breathing marks. It can be either rough or smooth.

The rough breathing mark ( * ) indicates that the first sound will have an initial “h” sound.
The smooth breathing mark ( * ) indicates that this initial “h” sound is absent.

For example:  &v [hén] one

gv en] in

[
Nuépo [heméra] day
s [héks] six
awmp [anér] man, husband

Initial p and v always have the rough breathing mark. If a word has two pp letters in it, the first one has a
smoothand the second a roughbreathing mark, respectively. The breathing mark above p is silent.

For example:  ¥dwp [hador] water
pripa [réma] word
€Pppopévog [erroménos] strong, vigorous



