Scripture Reading:

Acts 7: “17 "But when the time of the promise drew neawhich God had sworn to Abraham, the
people grew and multiplied in Egypt 18 till another king aonse who did not know Joseph. 19 This
man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed ouoffefathers, making them expose their
babies, so that they might not live. 20 At this time Mosesasg born, and was well pleasing to God;
and he was brought up in his father's house for three mohs. 21 But when he was set out,
Pharaoh's daughter took him away and brought him up as her own sor22 And Moses was learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words andeeds. 23 Now when he was forty
years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethrenthe children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of
them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppsed, and struck down the
Egyptian. 25 For he supposed that his brethren would have undg#ood that God would deliver
them by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And ta next day he appeared to two of them as
they were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, 'n, you are brethren; why do you wrong
one another?' 27 But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed ini away, saying, 'Who made you a
ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you did éhEgyptian yesterday?' 29 Then,
at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the lad Midian, where he had two sons. 30
And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeardgd him in a flame of fire in a bush,
in the wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31 When Moses saw it, mearveled at the sight; and as he drew
near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 32 sayingdim the God of your fathers--the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Mosdrembled and dared not
look. 33 'Then the Lord said to him, "Take your sandals off youfeet, for the place where you stand
is holy ground. 34 | have surely seen the oppression of my peoplbo are in Egypt; | have heard
their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now coméwill send you to Egypt." ' 35
This Moses whom they rejected, saying, 'Who made you a ruler dra judge?' is the one God sent to
be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeed to him in the bush. 36 He brought
them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the laraf Egypt, & in the Red Sea, & in the
wilderness 40 years. 37 "This is that Moses who said to tlkekildren of Israel, 'The Lord your God
will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.' 38 This is he who
was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angellho spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and
with our fathers, the one who received the living oraclesotgive to us, 39 whom our fathers would
not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turnedback to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 'Make us
gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought us outtbe land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.' 41 And they made a calf in those daysdfered sacrifices to the idol,_and
rejoiced in the works of their own hands:

"Who Are the True Disciples of Moses?"

Our journey through Luke’s orderly account he prepared for his friend Theophilus has brought us
to a great defense made by Stephen before the Sanhedrinf@e | address the question before us in
the sermon title, 1 want to quickly see where we have ba and where we are going in the next few
weeks: We saw a problem in the Church bring forth seven nmefull of wisdom and the Holy Spirit

to serve tables and solve the conflict.

Their faithful service and witness has brought Stephen lfere the council under false charges and
last week we read his mighty defense in its entirety asraminder that we must know our Bibles if
we are going to give an answer for the faith when we are cadl@eipon to do so.

» Stephen was falsely accused of blaspheming God and Moses ah@anting to destroy the
Temple.
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This week we will look more closely at what Stephen had tsay about Moses and how he confronted
the history of rebellion in Israel. Next week is Ascensn Sunday and it will be a very appropriate
time to consider the proper Biblical view of the Templeand how Jesus is now seated at God'’s right
hand in heaven! The following week | will be making a pastoravisit to our CREC church in

Phoenix and Theron will be bringing you the Word. After thatwe will see how God once again uses
the faithful service of His Saints and even the sin of maiw advance His Kingdom when the great
persecution breaks out in Jerusalem scattering the Saintsand the Gospel, to all of Judea and
Samatria just as Jesus had commanded!

So this morning we will consider what Stephan had to say aboiMoses and the lessons it should
teach us today...Stephen is making the case that Israel has been a relb@lis people throughout
their history. Nowhere do we see this more clearly than ahe foot of Mt. Sinai where they build
and altar in the very presence of God and saying they do not knowhat has become of “this
Moses” who was their deliverer! Obviously they were not bemthe true disciples of Moses! Jesus
and now Stephen have said the same about these Jewish leadiethe Sanhedrin who have put
Stephen on trial.

Being true disciples of Moses means knowing who he was antatvhe accomplished: V¢ will
consider this now remembering that their story is theredr our instruction! Let me begin with an
easy question for the children.. What person do you think is mentioned most in the Bible?

That’s right, Jesus! And that is how it should be, but & must also remember that everything else
in the Bible speaks of and points to Jesus as well:

» Remember how Jesus confronted many of these same religiouaders,
“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have trnal life; & these are they
which testify of Me.”

A lesson we are learning in our journey through Acts is howmportant it is to be able to present
Jesus and the gracious salvation He brings to His people frorhd Old Testament! So kids, if the
Bible talks a lot about certain people, we should get to knothem pretty well don’t you think?

» So, what person do you think is mentioned the most in thgible after Jesus?

Well, that was sort of a trick question® Moses is a close third, but King David is mentioned even
more and we will see Stephen refer to him next week.

The name Jesus is used over a thousand times in the Scuggs... David is next at 985 and Moses
third with 783. To put this in perspective, Abraham ismentioned only 232 times & Adam gets only
30 references! So as we see with Stephen, we should kribe/story of Moses pretty well if we are
going to be good students of the Scriptures. And this brgs me to a question for the adults to
consider:

> What have we done in these modern times with the historaccount and work of Moses?

First and foremost in this age of Hollywood, we have often fiaihalized the account! We must be
sure that we don’t know more about what the movies and even sensunday school material have
presented about Moses better than the actual history and iatpretations given to us in the Bible!

Consider the account of Moses confronting the Egyptian who wdighting against one of the
Israelites!

» Was Moses wrong in what he was trying to do?

Cecil B. DeMille’ Ten Commandments and the more recerPrince of Egypt present an Egyptian
Moses who did not really know who he was or what he was calléal do.
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When Stephen, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit give the proper interpretation of this event,
Moses does know who he is and what God has planned forsHieople:

> Itis the men of Israel in their rebellion who are at faut, not Moses!

Just as the people of God managed to make an eight day journeythe promised land a forty year
trek through the wilderness, here they managed to extendheir slavery by forty years because of
their stubborn rebellion.

» With almost eight hundred references to Moses in the Bibl we should have plenty of
material to consider without looking to Hollywood!

Listen to the reference to Moses in the great hall of faitim Hebrews and see how similar it is to
what we heard Stephen present to the council: “23 By faitMoses, when he was born, was hidden
three months by his parents, because they saw he was a béalithild; and they were not afraid of
the king's command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of agefused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction withthe people of God than to enjoy the
passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Chigseater riches than the treasures in
Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egyptnot fearing the wrath of the king;
for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.”

Did Moses have his problems?
> You bet he did, just like the rest of us who God wantotuse in the advance of His Kingdom!

This is why Moses was told to remove His sandals when he waghe presence of God! It reminds
us of why we confess our sins when we approach our Holy Godworship each and every week!

The world has done all it can to fictionalize the account dfloses but he is such an important figure
in history that his presence stubbornly persists and sireche leads people to Jesus they believe he
must be stopped at all costs. So, the next step is tngonize Moses, which is very common today.

This is done by attacking the various laws that God gave to Hgeople through Moses and sadly
this has been very successful in large part because tGhurch has stood silently by as these attacks
were made. On the one hand they present a mean oppressman of God who would suggest
capital punishment for what the world considers minor offeises . At the same time they try to
make fun of Moses by pointing to some of the more obscure lalse mixing fabrics in our cloths.

These objections are never brought up as points of discussitmbetter understand what God
revealed to Moses...

» They are brought up to discredit Moses and keep people frommearing what he was really
teaching about Jesus!

Rather than confront our critics with the Gospel, the Chuch has sadly responded to these attacks
on God’s Law by retreating into two great errors... Some have trid to defend the Law of God by
returning to the legalism that Jesus and the Apostles conderad in the Jewish leaders of their day.
Rather than seeing how Moses and the Law lead us to Jesus d@hd abundant life He came to give
us, they have again made people slaves to the Law which isealty task-master indeed.

The other, much more prevalent response of our day is torsple ignore Moses and the Law. We
are under Grace and not Law they declare, which is certalg true but Jesus and Paul make it clear
that the gracious salvation that Jesus brings does not abolish thew but fulfills or establishes the
Law. They insist that we now live in the New Covenant Cheh age where we can now leave the
dark ages of the Old Testament behind!



Obviously this is not the point that Stephen is making ands | pointed out earlier Jesus Himself
declared that the Scriptures, ALL of the Scriptures estify about Him.

Jesus Himself gave a strong warning about how we are to hear Moseslohn’s Gospel... Jesus
makes it very clear that we are not to fictionalize, demonizdegalize nor ignore Moses when He
confronts the rebellious religious leaders who claimed to bellowers of Moses:

John 5:40 “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may havefk. 41 | do not receive honor
from men. 42 But | know you, that you do not have the love of Godhiyou. 43 | have come in My
Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes ims own name, him you will receive.
44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and dot seek the honor that comes
from the only God? 45 Do not think that | shall accuse you to thEather; there is one who accuses
you--Moses, in whom you trust. 46 For if you believed Moses, yowuld believe Me; for he wrote
about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how wilfou believe My words?"

» If we refuse to hear Moses we are refusing to hear Jesus

Jesus stressed this point again when He told the story ofeliich man and Lazarus. When the rich
man wanted Abraham to send someone back from the dead to warmstbrothers of their impending
peril, Abraham told him is would be a useless exercisaying, 'If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one risikom the dead.' " [Luke 16:31]

> So what does it mean to hear Moses?

» First and foremost we must see that Moses prefigured th@ming Jesus in many ways &
ALWAYS pointed to way to Jesus.

Luke’s orderly account tells us that Jesus has come to savéashbeople from their sins, that the
Spirit has come to establish and empower the Church and &h the Kingdom of Jesus will fill the
earth. Through the story of Moses God is presented as theegt deliverer of His people, He then
empowers them with His Law and sends them in to fill &and of milk and honey.

» This is recounted many, many times in many, many ways in theages of Scripture in both
the Old and New Testaments!

Time does not allow me to even list all of the symbolism wewd discuss at length like the brass
serpent that Moses puts on a pole or how Paul says that thetsr from the rock and manna picture
the presence of Jesus in the Sacraments. Obviously, tmest important teaching from Moses we
must heed is the very point that Stephen declared to thgathered council:

» Moses spoke of the greater prophet who was to come:

In Deuteronomy 18: 15 we read the words that Stephen quoted:

"The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren.
Him you shall hear, 16 according to all you desired of the Lord yauGod in Horeb in the day of the
assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord n@od, nor let me see this great fire
anymore, lest | die." 17 And the Lord said to me: 'What thg have spoken is good. 18 | will raise up
for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and wil put My words in His mouth, and
He shall speak to them all that | command Him.”

» That greater Prophet is of course Jesus and it is He who wmust hear and obey!
So how should we hear Moses today?

» We must see and hear the greater Prophet, Jesus, whom heldeed that God would send.
Moses knew that true life would come from God’s Son anche salvation He would bring.
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BUT Jesus would not abolish the teachings and work of Mosdde would establish it! Jesus
declared that He came to bring life and life abundant! Gd's Law was given to Moses NOT to
enslave them but to teach them how to live as truly free em!

To fully understand this we might want to take another jourrey through the Gospels as part of our
longer readings we considered last week. As we do so, @& pay special attention to how Jesus
interacts with Moses and the Law he was given on the mountainJesus said, if you love me keep my
commandments| We should think which ones?] When asked what the greatest commandment was
Jesus said it was to, Love the Lord your God with all of your heat, soul, mind and strength and

then He said the second great command is like unto the dir, love your neighbor as yourself.

Now a causal observer at many churches today could be forgiven ftrinking these were new
commands or laws that Jesus was giving to replace all that stuff the Old Testament because we
often do not take the Old Testament seriously!

» But Jesus Himself said that on these two great commandmts hang all the Law & the prophets!

Just as Moses gave way to the greater Prophet Jesus who was to casnehe tablets of stone have
given way to a gracious salvation where the laws of God are writtesn our hearts! People who have
hearts of stone cannot hear no less keep the commands on shene tablets. People who have been
given hearts of flesh can hear, know and can live a life of abdance in accordance with the truth
that God has written on their hearts!

Here at Church of the King we read the Law of God on a regulabasis and sometimes even we
overlook how Moses introduces the Ten Commandments each tim&l am the Lord your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

God is our great redeemer: Jesus has come to save His pedpden their sins. We love God because
He first loved us and we love God by keeping His commandments Commandments that are
summarized by Jesus as two great commands:

» Loving the Lord our God with all of our heart soul mind and strength and our neighbors as ourselves
Consider this as a good summary of a faithful Christian life Wwere the Law of God is fulfilled:

Because God in His great love has delivered me from the dedntd penalty of sin through the
sacrifice of His own Son Jesus, | will worship Him alone ahnot look to other idols. As a result, |
will honor His name, honor His day and honor the parents He hashosen for me. Then | will love
my neighbor by not taking his life, his property or his wifeand will deal honestly with him always
respecting those things that are his.

God gives more detail in the Ten Commandments we read inehworship service and if we want to
fully understand what they mean we will read, study and undrstand all of the case laws and
explanations that are given by God to Moses in Exodus, Levitis, Numbers and Deuteronomy!

The bottom line is this: _IF we want to be the true disciples of Moses, we whiear Him who came
as the greater prophet and then follow the gracious laws that bses was givenThen and only then
will we know and experience the abundant life that Jesusame to give!

Communion Meditation: Deuteronomy 5:1-6

And Moses called all Israel, and said to them: "HearQ Israel, the statutes and judgments which | speak in yo
hearing today, that you may learn them and be careful to obsee them. 2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us
in Horeb. 3 The Lord did not make this covenant withour fathers, but with us, those who are here today, bbf us who
are alive. 4 The Lord talked with you face to face on #amountain from the midst of the fire. 5 | stood betwen the Lord
and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the ard; for you were afraid because of the fire, and youid not go
up the mountain. [God] said: 6 'l am Jehovah your God who brought you out oftie land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.”
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