Acts of the Apostles
[The Jerusalem Council (Part 2) (Acts 15:20-35)] 


Introduction: The Historical Divide Between Jews and Gentiles 

		-Exacerbated by the Preaching of the Gospel 


		-Acts 15 a Turning Point 


I. The Disagreement Prior to the Council (vs. 1-3) 



II. The Deliberation of the Council (vs. 4-18) 



III. The Determination of the Council (vs. 19-21)

	-Each group had their respective obligations. 


	-“The Jerusalem Quadrilateral”: eating meat polluted by idols (1 Cor. 8, 10); (religious) fornication (1 
   Cor. 6:12f); eating animals from which the blood hadn’t been drained (Lev. 7:22-27); eating blood 
   (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:10-14; 19:26)

 
	-Approaches to interpretation: all are moral versus all are ceremonial 



IV. The Declaration of the Council (vs. 22-29) 


	-Disassociation from the Judaizers (v. 24) 


	-Approval and Support of the Emissaries (vs. 25-27) 


	-Declaration of their Recommendation (vs. 28, 29) 



V. The Delegation From the Council (vs. 30-35) 
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Practical Lessons 

1) The proceedings of the Jerusalem Council shed light on chapters 14, 15 of Paul’s letter to the Romans.


2) The proceedings of the Jerusalem Council urge uncompromising commitment to the apostolic gospel.


3) The proceedings of the Jerusalem Council urge sanctified flexibility in morally indifferent concerns. 


4) The proceedings of the Jerusalem Council provide a model for resolving church differences. 

