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Official Statement of Retraction

The purpose of this document is to issue an official statement of retraction of any and all words that suggest that child
abuse is appropriate for any and all types of behaviors including (but not limited to) effeminacy and sexual immorality of
all types. | should not have said what | said about “cracking,” “punching,” and particular bias toward outward attraction
of girls. Nor should | have used the words “special dispensation.” | did not say that children should be squashed. | have
never suggested children or those in the LGBT lifestyle should be beaten, punched, abused (physically or psychologically)
in any form or fashion. The gospel is the only source of power sufficient to deliver anyone from the power, penalty, and
presence of all forms of sin including, but not limited to, all forms of sexual immorality including homosexuality.

| apologize to anyone | have unintentionally offended. | did not say anything to intentionally offend anyone in the LGBT
community. My intent was to communicate the truth of the Word of God concerning marriage. My words were not
scripted. It is unfortunate | was not more careful and deliberate. | can understand how these words could be
misunderstood without the context of years of ministering to the people of God at Berean Baptist Church. | have
received nothing but notes of appreciation and support from the people within the church. To those in the greater body
of Christ in Fayetteville, North Carolina, and the world--I seek your forgiveness if | have offended or hurt the cause of
Christ. | have learned from this and will seek to be more articulate and deliberate with my words in the future.

However, | do not apologize for the manner in which the Word of God articulates sexual immorality, including
homosexuality and effeminacy, as a behavior that is an abomination to God. Nothing in this official statement of
retraction should be perceived as an apology for the overarching intent and message of the sermon and the need to
define marriage as one man and one woman and to maintain the gender distinctions that God created from the
beginning when He made them male and female (Genesis 1). | recognize that there are those in the LGBT community
who believe that their sexual behavior is not sin. | do not agree with them and this official retraction should not be
misunderstood as an apology for the gospel of Jesus Christ or the Word of God.

| do not apologize for the manner in which | emphasized the importance of one man and one woman getting married
and staying married for the benefit of their children and society.

I am confident that if the state of North Carolina was not in a state constitutional battle to define marriage as one man
and one woman, this sermon would not have received the media attention it has through the intentional framing of my
words without the context of the entire sermon on various blogs.

I have already sought to clarify my words in a previous statement that can be found at
http://pastorseansblog.blogspot.com/2012/05/important-clarification-to-sundays.html. The church has an official
statement on discipline of child that can be found at http://www.bereanbaptistchurch.org/contemporary-issues.php
under the heading “Discipline of Children.”
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Sincerely,

Sean Harris, Pastor



