
 

EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #69                                                                                                              Isaiah 47:1-15 

 

Someone has said that the entire Bible can be viewed as the tale of two cities: “Babylon, the city 

of man, and Jerusalem, the city of God.” 

 

No one can read the Bible, either the Old Testament or the New Testament, without seeing that 

there are more than 300 mentions to Babylon and that many of the chapters and passages speak 

of the fact that one day God intends to totally and completely destroy   Babylon  , better known 

by its contemporary name   Iraq   (i.e. Jeremiah 50-51; Revelation 17-18).  It is predicted that 

God will wipe out this part of the world like He did Sodom and Gomorrah (Isaiah 13:19; 

Jeremiah 50:40).  If God is to be true to His Word,   Babylon   must be completely destroyed  

and   Israel   must be completely exalted. 

 

Make no mistake about this, Islam, the Babylonian religion, is a religion that mocks God 

and mocks Jesus Christ.  It is not a religion of   peace  , but according to the Koran, is a religion 

of global conquest.  More that 100 verses in the Koran advocate the use of violence.  Islam is not 

a religion of love.  There is not one verse in the entire Koran that commands to love anything.  

Allah is not the Arabic name for God; it is a proper name for a specific god, the moon god.  This 

is why the crescent moon will be seen in mosques all over the world.  Islam hates Israel.  It is a 

corrupt, heretical religious system and God has kept records of all of this and God intends to 

wipe it all out. 

 

God has kept the records of this idolatrous Arab land for a long time and He will settle the score. 

He has kept a record of the fact that all occultist practices had there origin in Babylon.  Many of 

our own Christmas and Easter traditions had their origin in Babylon.  God has also kept records 

of the false Islamic religion.   

 

The 47
th

 chapter of Isaiah is one of the chapters where God promises and guarantees that  

Iraq (Babylon) will totally and completely fall and be destroyed by God.  Babylon will be  

  humbled   (47:1-4).  Babylon is   arrogant   (47:5-11).  Babylon is   defenseless   (47:12-17).  

This is the third time in Isaiah that this point has been brought up (Isaiah 13-14, 21).  What is 

truly amazing is that at the time Isaiah wrote, Babylon was a very insignificant power.  No one 

but God knew what its destiny actually was. 

 

Specifically in chapter 47, God predicts what would happen to Babylon more than 150 

years before things actually happened, and He also predicts a major future destruction  

and annihilation of Iraq that is yet to come.  As the Tribulation nears, Iraq will be a big  

player in the world.  The primary point is this: 

 

GOD WILL COMPLETELY   DESTROY   BABYLON (IRAQ) BECAUSE HE IS THE 

GOD OF ISRAEL AND IRAQ HAS DONE TERRIBLE THINGS AGAINST ISRAEL. 

 

 



 

Over the years, people have tried to suggest that the reference to Babylon is not literal but 

symbolic.  Some have suggested that it is symbolic of America, Rome, or the pagan world.   

But when you honestly read these prophecies, you cannot conclude anything but that this  

is real and literal.  The fact is, Babylon is a literal place which is Iraq, and big things are  

destined to happen there and none of it is good. 

 

Isaiah predicts that Babylon (Iraq) would take Judah captive and would do such bad things 

against Israel that would so anger God that He would destroy her partially and, ultimately, 

completely.  The partial destruction occurred back in 539 B.C., but the complete destruction  

is yet to occur. 

 

There are five prophetic facts that God reveals in this chapter.   

 

PROPHETIC FACT #1 – When Babylon is conquered,   survivors   will end up sitting in the  

                                                dust as humiliated slaves.  47:1-3 

 

The opening words of verse 1 calls Babylon to descend from her high lofty spot and go down  

to the dust.  God calls Babylon down like we would command a dog.  Come and sit down.  By 

referring to her as a “virgin daughter,” God is saying to this point you have never been 

touched by any judgment or by any other military power.  At the time Isaiah wrote, Babylon 

had not been faced with enemy capture.  But that was about to change. 

 

Look carefully at what God says would happen to the Arab   women  .  Their veils will be 

removed as will their long skirts that cover their legs (47:2).  As John Oswalt said, this could 

very well mean that the women will be sexually humiliated (Isaiah, p. 529).  They will be going 

back and forth across rivers and streams as slaves doing chores.  God predicts in verse 3 that she 

will be seen for what she was, the Babylonian harlot.  Her shameful, godless condition will be 

fully exposed.  There will not be a man who will be able to stop God’s judgment.  God will take 

vengeance and no one will prevent it. 

 

Babylon has in the past and continues in the present to strut around like a proud queen.  So in 

these verses, God says I will personally knock this queen right off her throne and she will end  

up a totally and completely humiliated slave. 

 

God predicts that He will pour out His vengeance on her and all who are left will be seen as 

eternal losers.  

 

One of the things that we may see that will escalate as we near the end, is the presence of nudity.  

It is no coincidence in verse 3 that Isaiah brings up the subject of “nakedness.”  When we were 

in Florida we spoke to a family from Colorado who said that the year before they had taken  

their family to Florida a couple of weeks earlier.  They said that it turned out to be spring break 

and the nudity was so bad, they had to get their children out of there.  All of this is predicted.  

Nudity will become more and more prevalent and immorality will abound.  

 

 



PROPHETIC FACT #2 – When Babylon is conquered,   Israel   will praise God realizing  

                                                God is Israel’s God.  47:4 

 

Notice carefully that God is addressing Israel here.  He would permit Israel to be temporarily 

conquered by the Babylonians, but He also would deliver them from the Babylonians.  He is 

Israel’s redeemer. 

 

What is described in verse 4 proves this has   not   been completely fulfilled even to this 

day.  When all of this finally happens, Israel will be looking to Jesus Christ, her Redeemer,  

and will be praising God that He is the LORD of hosts and the Holy One of Israel.  Obviously,  

to this point Israel has not come to terms with this praise, but one day she will. 

 

Israel has a Redeemer who is “the LORD of hosts,” who is “the Holy one of Israel.”  This 

Redeemer is Jesus Christ.  If Israel would realize this, she could experience God’s salvation now. 

Unfortunately, it will take the Tribulation to bring her to the point where she will realize this. 

 

The truth is, Israel’s Redeemer is everyone’s Redeemer.  Jesus Christ is the only Redeemer. 

 

PROPHETIC FACT #3 – When Babylon conquered Israel, it was because God had permitted  

                                                it as a   judgment   against His people, but she abused her power.   

                                                47:5-7 

 

In verse 5, God calls Babylon to go from sitting on the ground to sitting silently in darkness. 

The image is that something that once shined is no longer shining. 

 

Verse 6 makes it clear that God permitted the Babylonians to conquer His people, not 

because the Babylonians were   superior  , but because Israel had   sinned   against Him. 

 

When the Babylonians conquered Israel they abused their power.  They even treated the elderly 

people in a harsh way.  They were arrogant in their use of power, and just like verse 7 says, it 

never entered their minds that they would not be the superpower.  They never considered this 

fact and still don’t to this day.  The Arab Islamic world truly believes they can conquer the 

world.  But God says I will bring you down. 

 

PROPHETIC FACT #4 – When Babylon conquered Israel, she became   proud   of her power  

                                                and security, but God would completely destroy her.  47:8-11 

 

At the time Isaiah made this prediction, Babylon was seen as the sensual, prosperous power.   

She thought she was secure physically and spiritually.  She was sure of herself and her position.  

She saw herself as the mistress of the nations.  But as God said, she is deluded. 

 

Notice her arrogant attitude described in verse 10: 

1)  We feel secure in our wickedness. 

2)  No one sees what we do. 

3)  There is no one besides us.   

 



 

There are three observations we want to make from verse 10: 

1)  Our feelings do not determine our security.  It is possible for a person to feel good about  

      himself or herself and be caught up in some of the most diabolical and immoral things. 

      Real security is not in feelings but in the facts of the Word of God. 

 

2)  Do not ever think no one sees what we do.  God knows and God sees right down to the 

      inside of our heart. 

 

3)  Do not think that life is all about us and no one else.  Fact is, life is not just about us;  

      it is about God and others. 

 

Notice from verse 11 that three times it is stressed that things would come “on them” or  

“against them.”   

1)    Evil   would come on them;  

2)    Disaster   would fall on them;  

3)    Destruction   would come on them suddenly. 

 

God is a God who can move quickly.  He can cause someone’s world to collapse in a moment. 

 

PROPHETIC FACT #5 – God urges the Babylonians to keep devoted to their false   religions  .  

                                               and false   leaders   until He totally and completely destroys them. 

                                               47:12-15 

 

Do not miss what is said here; Islam is a satanic, demonic religion.  It cannot save anyone from 

anything.  It has its books and all of its weird rules, but none of that can save anyone. 

 

None of her idols or occult practices will be able to tell her the future or deliver her from the 

judgmental hand of God.   

 

The Word of God is very clear on this point:  the Arab world and the Islamic religion is an evil 

wicked religion that will be totally destroyed by God.  Specifically God will obliterate Iraq, and 

everything that is happening right now in this world is moving to that end. 

 

 

There is only one Redeemer from sin and that Redeemer is Jesus Christ.  If you will believe on 

Him you will be saved. 


