
The book of Joel

“The Day of the LORD”



Joel 2:12-17

Deliverance From the Day of the LORD:

“The Prescribed National Repentance of Israel”



Review: 

• Outline of Joel

• The Day of the LORD 
(Read Joel 2:1-11)



Outline of Joel: 
I. Divine Discipline Illustrating the “Day of the LORD” (Joel 1:1-20)

A. Introduction (vv. 1-3)

B. The Locust Plague as an Illustration of “the Day of the LORD” (vv. 4-20)

1. The description of the Locust Plague (vv. 4-7)

2. The expected response of Israel (vv. 8-14)

II. Description of the Day of the LORD (1:15-2:11)

A. Destruction (1:15-20)

B. Invasions (2:1-11)

III. Deliverance from the Day of the LORD:  (2:12-32)

A. “Prescribed National Repentance” (2:12-17)

B. “Description of Messiah’s Restoration” (2:18-27)

C. “ Description of Israel’s Salvation” (2:28-32)



Review: 

• Outline of Joel

• The Day of the LORD 
(Read Joel 2:1-11)



Joel 2:1–11 (NKJV)
1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble; For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A 
day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, 
great and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for 
many successive generations. 3 A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns; The land is 
like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing shall 
escape them. 4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run. 5 
With a noise like chariots Over mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the 
stubble, Like a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before them the people writhe in pain; All faces are 
drained of color. 7 They run like mighty men, They climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches 
in formation, And they do not break ranks. 8 They do not push one another; Every one marches in his 
own column. Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not cut down. 9 They run to and fro in 
the city, They run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter at the windows like a thief. 10 The 
earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars diminish 
their brightness. 11 The LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; For strong is the 
One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?



Outline

1. The Prescribed Response From God

2. The Patient Characteristics of God 

3. The Procedure of Repentance Towards God



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow 
to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who knows 
if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain offering and 
a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 
Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



1- The Prescribed Response From God

A. The What:

B. The How:



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who 
knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain 
offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 
Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



1- The Prescribed Response From God

A. The What:
- “Turn to me” v. 12
- “return to the LORD your God” v. 13

B. The How:
- It is a SPIRITUAL Act
- It is a SORROWFUL Act
- It is a SINCERE Act



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not 
your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who 
knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain 
offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 
Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



2- The Patient Characteristics of God

A. The list of Characteristics:



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow 
to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who 
knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain 
offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 
Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



2- The Patient Characteristics of God

A. The list of Characteristics:
• God is gracious
• God is merciful
• God is slow to anger
• God is of great kindness
• God relents from doing harm



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow 
to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who knows 
if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain 
offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 
Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



2- The Patient Characteristics of God

B. Additional Characteristics:

• God is Sovereign
• God is Holy
• God is Gracious



3- The Procedure of Repentance Towards God:

4 Observations:

1- It is Nation-wide
2- It is important
3- It is urgent
4- It is organized



Joel 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your 
garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow 
to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who knows 
if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain offering and 
a drink offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; 
Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her 
dressing room. 17 Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between 
the porch and the altar; Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do 
not give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. 
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”



Acts 16:25–34 (NKJV)
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and 
seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, 
for we are all here.” 29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before 
Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 
immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into 
his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 
household.



Are you Saved?


