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Seeking a Better Smile 
Proverbs 10-31                                       May 3, 2020 

Pastor Montgomery 

 
 

I. Definition: What is the “fear of man”? How does it work? 
1. “Fear of man” is to ___________ too much what people think/say/do. 

 

 
2. This seems like a wise way to live, but it is really a ____________. 

 

 
3. Fear of man is how many other sins secretly ______________ us. 

 

 

II. Origin: Where does it come from? Why is it so strong? 
4. Fear of man began with the ___________ of man. 

 

 
5. Fear of man lives through the _____________ and power of sin. 

 

 
6. It destroys us and others by making people into ___________. 

 

 
7. Fear of man is so strong because it twists a _____________ desire. 

 

 

III. Overthrow: How can we be rescued? How do we face it? 
8. Craving praise from people is expelled  

by receiving the ____________ of God. 

 

 
9. When tested by the frowns of men,  

we rest safe in the ___________ of God. 
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The Fear of Man 

 

Proverbs 29:25 

The fear of man lays a snare, 

but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe. 

 

 

Genesis 3:1-10 
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field 

that the LORD God had made.  

 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree in the garden’?”  2And the woman said to the serpent, “We 

may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You 

shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 

neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also 

gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 

they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

 
8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But 

the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
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