Acts of the Apostles
[The Jerusalem Council (Part 1) (Acts 15:1-19)] 


Introduction: The Historical Divide Between Jews and Gentiles 

		-Exacerbated by the preaching of the gospel 


		-Acts 15 a turning point 


I. The Disagreement Prior to the Council (vs. 1-3)

-Judaizer (Gal. 2:14: “to make another live like a Jew”; Peter in Gal. 2:11-14 


-On what grounds would Gentiles be saved? (circumcision and law observance / faith in Christ alone)  


II. The Deliberation of the Council (vs. 4-18) 

	-Peter (vs. 7-11) 


	-Barnabas and Paul (v.12) 


 	-James (vs.13-18; Amos 9:11, 12) 


III. The Determination of the Council (vs. 19-21)

	-James agreed with Peter, Paul, and Barnabas (v. 19) 





Practical Lessons 

1) The Biblical Basis for Church Councils


2) The Orderliness of the Jerusalem Council


3) The Inherent Sufficiency of the Gospel 


4) The Humbling Effect of the Gospel
