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I. Liberal Scholars and Bible Critics claim the Apostle Peter did not write either of the 

epistles that bear his name. Their main arguments: 

1. The Greek used is too good. 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished… (Acts 4:13) 
 

2. The persecutions described happened after Peter’s lifetime. 

3. The theology and concepts are too like Paul’s. 

4. Eyewitness details are not included. 

4r. Peter’s purpose is explanation not recollection. 

3r. The influence of the Holy Spirit and presence of Silas amply explain similarities 

to Paul. (1 Peter 5:12) 

With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, (1 
Peter 5:12) 

 

2r. The cause of suffering is not identified so critics are assuming their source. 

1r. There are multiple reasons to believe the original Greek is appropriate. 

II. Conservative scholars point to ample evidence of the Apostle Peter’s authorship. 

Internal (biblical): 

1. Claimed authorship (other supposed writings from Peter were rejected) 

2. Concepts remind of events in Peter’s ministry life. 

3. Similarities in language and structure to Peter’s messages in Acts. 

4. The author writes of having been witness to the suffering of the Lord Jesus. (5:1) 

External (historical): 
 

1. Early and universal acceptance of 1 Peter by the Church (including: Irenaeus, 

Polycarp, Clement). 

III. Peter is referred to six different ways in Scripture: 



1. Simeon (Hebrew) One who is heard (2x Acts 15:11: 2 Peter 1:1) 

2. Simon (Aramaic) (50x) 

3. Cephus (Aramaic) a rock or stone (9x, 1x by Jesus, rest by Paul) 

4. Petros (Greek) / Peter (English) (170+x) 

5. Simon Peter (20x precisely; 15x Simon who is called Peter, 1x Simeon Peter) 

Apostle (Gr. apostolos) a delegate, messenger, one sent forth on a master’s orders; an 

ambassador of the Gospel.  

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 

taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” (Acts 
1:21-22) 

The Snapshot Album: 

Simon’s brother first introduced him to Jesus 
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, 
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw 
them following and asked, “What do you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four 
in the afternoon. 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who 
had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 

when translated, is Peter). (John 1:35-42) 
 

Peter was initially called by Jesus after He provided a miraculous catch of fish. 
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around 
him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people 

from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 

nets for a catch.” 
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 
7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and 
filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 



8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a 
sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 
10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 
 

Peter’s home was Jesus’ “headquarters” in Galilee:  
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and 

Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus 
about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she 

began to wait on them. 
32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The 

whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 
drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 

(Mark 1:29-34) 
 
Jesus hand-picked His twelve apostles and Peter is always listed first. (Matthew 10:1-20) 

He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach… 
(Mark 3:14) 

 
One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 
13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 
designated apostles… (Luke 6:12-16) 

 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last… (John 15:16a) 
 
53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real 

drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the 
living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live 

because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and 
died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the 

synagogue in Capernaum. 
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives 

life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit[e] 
and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 

beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This 
is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
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68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  
69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He 
meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray 

him.) (John 6:53-71) 
 

Peter was empowered by Jesus to walk on the waters of the Sea of Galilee. (Matthew 14:22-
33) 

 
At Jesus question, Simon made a foundational confession. (Matthew 16:13-20) 

 
Jesus rebuked Peter for arguing against His death. (Matthew 16:21-28) 

 
Peter, James and John were privileged to get an early glimpse at the glorified Christ.  

(Matthew 17:1-13) 
 
Jesus miraculously provided for He and Peter’s Temple tax. (Matthew 17:24-27) 

 
Peter’s questions provoked profound responses from Jesus.  (Matthew 18:21-22, 19:23-24, 

19:27-29) 
 

Jesus demonstrated the heart of a servant by washing His disciple’s feet. 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 

he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 

clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do 
you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 

‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should 

do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 



messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. (John 13:1-17) 

 
Jesus predicted Peter’s denial in advance. (Matthew 26:31-35) 

 
24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus 

said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority 
over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest 

among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For 
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 

table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my 
trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you 

may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 
31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 
33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 
34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times 
that you know me.” (Luke 22:24-34) 

 
Peter, James and John could not manage to remain awake to pray with Jesus at His hour 

of struggle. 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 

pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed 
and troubled. 34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. 

“Stay here and keep watch.” 
35 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass 

from him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. 
Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you 

asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he came back, he again found 
them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. 
41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The 
hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go! 

Here comes my betrayer!” (Mark 14:32-42) 
 

Peter rashly tried to prevent Jesus’ arrest with a sword. 
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 

disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  
4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 
want?” 



5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, 

“I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 
9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of 
those you gave me.” 
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off 
his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 
11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given 
me?” 
12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. 
(John 18:2-12) 

 
Peter’s most shameful moment of failure came as he failed to live up to his own boast.  
(Matthew 26:69-75) 

 
Peter and John were the first male witnesses to Jesus’ Empty Tomb. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 

Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  8 Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did 
not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went 

back to where they were staying. (John 20:1-10) 
 

Jesus forgave and recommissioned Peter after his failure. 
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 

them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 
“No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 
they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 



7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 

off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. [c] 9 When they landed, they saw a 

fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 

back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 
many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 

appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed 
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 

someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow 

me!” 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the 

one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray 
you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 

follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would 
not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive 

until I return, what is that to you?” 
 (John 21:1-23) 

 
Peter is the prime example of God’s ability and willingness to use even those who have 

failed Him miserably. 
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