SOTERIOLOGY (160)

A question naturally arises—"What if the discipleedn’t develop a close relationship with Jesus
Christ and doesn’t bear fruit?” The answer fromrsee? is that he will be removed from service
and everything he did will be burned (15:6), andt ps Paul says, he will be saved but his
rewards will all be lost (I Cor. 3:14-15). We alsarn that one who does not bear fruit will “dry
up” (15:6), which means there will be no spirituddrancy, no spiritual development, no deep
understanding of God’s Word that will ever be exgrezed. There will be a spiritual deadness to
the non fruit-bearing believer until he gets befdesus Christ, at which time he will lose all
rewards. A vine that is “pruned” (15:2) is a vihat is partially cut but not completely removed.
The cut vine is still imbedded in the root.

Believers have been saved for the purpose of dpiejan their relationship with Jesus Christ
so they may bear fruit. Those who aren’t bearmg fvill have spiritual lives that are dead and
eventually all works will be burned and all rewavd#i be lost.

Can a person be saved and bear no fruit? Yes!a@anson be saved and bear no fruit and still
have a dynamic spiritual life? No! Can a perstoWwears no fruit expect to be rewarded in
heaven? No!

This passage has nothing to do with salvatiort wiiln _service . God expects His people to be
fruit-bearers. If we do not sense God is workim@ptigh us to bear any fruit, certain serious
guestions need to be asked:

1) Are we really developing in our personal relasbip with Jesus Christ?
2) Are we seeking to obey the Word of God in situat of life?

3) Il Peter 1:10-11 - These two verses are sometamed to suggest one may lose his salvation.
However, upon a close examination of the wordsthadcontext, one will discover that this is
not a valid interpretation.

It is very clear, even upon a very basic analybib® verse, that the issue at stake is not about
one losing his salvation, but one about God’s e&ainbling and not having an abundant
entrance into the Kingdom.

In the opening verses of chapter 1, the Apostlerfetkes it very clear that he is writing to
believers (1:1); those who have received faith)(Inghteousness (1:1), life (1:3), and all the
promises of God (1:4). Peter is certainly not ¢joegng whether these people are saved; he is
assuring them that they are saved.

In verses 5-7, Peter challenges these believatswelop godly qualities in character so they may
bear godly fruit (1:8). Fruit-bearing believercbme fruit-bearing believers by developing the
godly qualities described in verses 5-7. The beli@vho does not develop these qualities is one
who will not bear fruit and will not grow in the &wledge of the things of God.

Peter realized that some believers do not develdipese godly qualities. Some are totally
focused on the temporal, not the eternal (1:9a).
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He makes it very clear that these believers areds&rom their sins (1:9b), but they have, by
their quality of lifestyle, apparently forgottengheality.

The Apostle Peter, for his own life and the lifeewkry believer, desired an abundant entrance
into eternity (1:11). He did not want any tempdhaihg to prevent any believer from an
abundant entrance into eternity. He did not wagttamporal focus to trip up a believer from
receiving full_rewards .

When Peter challenges the believers to make th#ing and choosing certain (1:10), he is
challenging them in this context to live lives atelelop qualities which will establish or
confirm an abundance of wealth in eternity. Pat@nted every believer to develop such godly
lives that they legally guarantee themselves amddmrce of rewards.

The believer who refuses to develop in these Gatbhing qualities does not have the assurance
of his election, nor will he have abundance armity. He will be saved, but he will lose his
rewards ( | Cor. 3:15). It is possible to enteaven and receive an abundance of rewards or it is
possible by the skin of one’s teeth.

These verses have nothing to do with one losingdlistion—they have to do with losing eternal
rewards. God desires that every family membestfiitife with an abundance of rewards. He
desires that every believer inherit an abundan@atayhal wealth and those who develop in the
gualities described by Peter in verses 5-7 willhar abundant entrance into glory.

4) 1 John 3:10 - This verse is used to suggest tlaason is an issue of works; therefore,
security is an issue of works.

In this verse, the context and verb tenses andepitbyeology are ignored by those who use the
verse in this way.

Many of the verbs and participles of this context present tense, indicating that the Apostle
John was writing about action that was continaatl_habitual . Some present tense words in
this context are: practices (3:3), abides and (@r®; practices (3:8); practices, abide, cannot
(3:9); does and love (3:10).

The stress of John is that a believer or unbeliesarbe determined by his or her continual,
habitual pattern of life. If a person continualmonstrates obedience to God and His Word
and a love for God and His people, it may accuydielconcluded that this one is fully
manifesting the true reality that he/she is a cbilGod.

This passage is not about a person once saved losisalvation; it is one which may be used
as a description of one truly saved. A truly sapedson will, generally speaking, continually
manifest that he/she is saved by a fellowship Witld that will work itself out in several ways.
Likewise, a truly unsaved person will continuallmMe attitudes and actions which reflect that
he/she is unsaved.
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True salvation will eventually be evidenced in lifee by its fruit. Children of God and children
of the devil manifest themselves over a periodroétby their habitual pattern of life.

Those who attempt to “rightly divide” the contextish clearly recognize the central point of the
context. There were those in John’s day, as tisareour day, who were really not right with
God, but were professing to be right with God (td@:19). John is giving guidelines for
spotting fruit that proves one is truly right wiBod.

5) Hebrews 6:4-6 - Here is the passage this teadsepérsonally seen used the most in an
attempt to defend the thesis that one may lossdhtion. This clearly becomes a matter of
context. This particular passage has been viewat least four ways:

1. It refers to_professing Jewish believers wieoret saved.

2. It refers to a_hypothetical impossibility tdlfaway or to crucify Christ a second time.
3. It refers to_any believer who might lose abration.

4. It refers to a_true believer who may losedtsity to grow.

It may be observed from the context with relatieet@inty that the text is dealing with a_true
believer:

1) He is exhorted to approach God’s throne witHfidemce (4:16).
2) He is supposed to be a teacher, mature in thgstlof God (5:12).
3) He is one who has been enlightened (6:4a).

4) He is one who has received the Holy Spirit (§:4b

5) He is identified as being “beloved” (6:9).

6) He has accomplished things for the name of GatDJ.

From these contextual observations, we may safelyaacurately conclude that this passage is
talking about a true believer and that is one wa® thuly come to faith in Jesus Christ.

It may also be observed from the context with éetyahat the subject at stake is one of a lack
of growth, not a loss of salvation (5:12-14). Mnwgter of Hebrews is rebuking the Jewish
believers for their lack of maturity (5:12-14), acithllenging them to get on with their growth
(6:1-2).

Several key points follow this basic rebuke:

1) Growth can only occur by divine permissio6:3

2) God may not permit growth to a believer whoastmually struggling over the same basic
elements of salvation . 6:4-6



