
Westminster Confession of Faith: Session Ten 
WCF 9 – Of Free Will 

 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and 

to do for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13 NKJV). 
 

I. Introduction 
Battleground: God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility/Freedom 
 
 
It is Reformed theology that successfully (and biblically) holds fully both to God’s 
sovereignty and to man’s responsibility. 
 
 

II. WCF Chapter IX 
a. Free Will of Man (9.1) 

Definition of Will 
 
 
Will vs. Choice 
 
 
Second Helvetic Confession 9.3: “In regard to evil or sin, man is not forced by God or 
by the devil but does evil by his own free will, and in this respect he has a most free 
will.” 
 
 

b. Unfallen Will (9.2) 
Man in His Fourfold State 
     Pre-fall—Able to sin (posse peccare) 
 
 
     Post-fall—Unable not to sin (non posse non peccare) 
 
 
     Regenerate—Able not to sin (posse non peccare) 
 
 
     Glorified—Unable to sin (non posse peccare) 
 
 

c. Unregenerate Will (9.3) 
Unable not to sin (non posse non peccare) 
 
 
Augustine: “To will is of nature; to will aright is of grace.” 



 
 
The Will and the Affections 
 
 
Ezekiel 36:24-27 
 
 

d. Regenerate Will (9.4) 
Able not to sin (posse non peccare) 
 
 
Not New Will, but New Desires/Affections 
 
 
1 John 1:8 
 
 
Romans 7:14-25 
 
 

e. Glorified Will (9.5) 
Unable to sin (non posse peccare) 
 
 
Worthy of Meditation! 
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