The Danger of Drawing near to aHoly God. |l Sam. 6:1-11 5/3/09 #5

I. Introduction: Do you want to draw near to God?

Il. Thededrefor God’s presence —David seeksto bring the ark to Jerusalem. v. 1-2

A. David isaking who isdevoted to worship. Acts13:22 | Sam. 16:7 Deut. 17:18
| Chron. 22-28

B. What istheark of God? Ex. 25:10ff
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The ark was a gold plated wooden box (3 3/4 feet long 2 1/4 feet wide and tall).
The ark contained ajar holding manna, Aaron’srod which budded, and the
stone tablets of the Ten Commandments. Ex. 16:32-34 25:16 Nu. 17:10 Heb. 9
On top of the ark was the mercy seat which wasthe place of propitiation.

Ex. 25:17,21f Ro. 3:25 Lev. 16:2,29-34 Heb. 9:5

The mercy seat was symbolically guarded by golden cherubim which represent
how accessto God’s holy presenceisrestricted. v. 2b Ex. 25:18-19 Heb. 9:5

The ark was equipped with gold rings so it could be carried by the Levitesusing
poles. Ex. 25:12-15 Josh. 3: 14ff

Theark representsthe LORD’s presence among His people. Ex. 25:22 Nu. 10: 35f
a. Theark signifiesthat the LORD rulesover Israel. | Chron. 28:2

b. Theark signifiesthe way God’s people can bereconciled to Him. Le. 16:14-15
c. Theark signifies God’srevelation to Hispeople. Ex. 25:16,21 Deut. 10:1-5
Theark was holy tothe LORD -- Don’t touch. Don’t even look. Num. 4:15
Where had the ark been prior to David’s plan to moveit? | Sam. 4-6

C. David’sintentionsare good — he wantsto restore proper worship. Ps. 132:2-5

I11. Thefailed pursuit of God’s presence — David learns about the LORD’s holiness. v. 3-11

A. Astheark isbeing transported to Jerusalem, disaster strikes. v. 3-7a
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They put theark on a new cart under the supervision of Uzzah and Ahio. v. 3-4

. David and all of Israel accompany the ark in joyful processon. v. 5

Uzzah triesto lend a hand when the ark startsto fall off thecart. v. 6

. TheLORD strikes Uzzah dead. v. 72,8

hy did Uzzah die?
. Some might think thisisharsh, arbitrary, or unfair.
. The LORD had specifically revealed how the ark wasto be transported — by

certain Levitesusing poles. Num. 4:4ff Deut. 10:8 | Sam. 6:7

The LORD had madeit very clear that the ark was not to be touched or even

looked into. Num. 4:15 | Sa. 6:19

Uzzah, along with David and all Israel, failed to show proper reverence for the
LORD’sholiness. v.7b | Chron. 15:13

Instead of complaining about the LORD’s harshness we should marvel at His

mercy —that Helet them get thisfar and that He didn’t wipe them all out!

C. David experiences a variety of emotionsin the aftermath. v. 8-11
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First heisangry. v. 8

Then heisfearful. v. 9-10Pr. 1:7

Then he becomes hopeful. v. 11-12

Then he movesthe ark into Jerusalem in the LORD’ sway, resulting in great joy.
v. 13ff | Chr. 15:12ff



IV. The LORD isdill holy and isnot to betrifled with.

A. Thosewho fail to respect His holiness will suffer Hisjudgment. Lev. 10:1ff Dan. 5
1. Do such judgmentsoccur under the New Covenant? | Cor. 11:29f Acts5:1-11
2. TheLORD’s people are often guilty about being careless about the things of God.
3. God’'swork must be done by God'’s peoplein God’sway — sincerity and good
intentions are not enough.
4. Judgment beginswith the household of God. | Pe. 4:17

B. God’'sNameisnoly. Ex. 20:7
C. God’sWord isholy. Il Ti. 3:16-17 Deut. 18:19 Rev. 22:18-19 Js. 4:17
D. God’'schurchisholy. Eph. 2:21-221 Pe. 2.5 | Ti. 2:15
E. God’'sworship isholy. John 4:24
1. God hasrevealed how Hewantsto beworshiped. Heb. 12:28f Acts2:42
2. Wearenot freeto replace what God has proscribed with our own traditions.

Ex. 20:4-6 Mt.15:6 | Pe.5:81 Sam. 15:22
3. Takeour participation in worship seriously. Il Ti. 2:15 | Cor. 11:29ff Acts 2:42
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Conclusion: The LORD ¢till desiresusto come into His holy presence.
A. How then can we who are unclean approach God? Heb. 9: 1ff
B. Jesusfulfillswhat the ark represents.
1. Through Him God is present with us. Isa. 7:14
2. HerevealsGod to us. John 1:1,14,18 Col. 2:9
3. Heisthebread from heaven. John 6: 31ff
4. Hereconcilesusto God having made propitiation for our sin. | Jo. 2:2 Ro. 3:25
Heb. 9:11ff 9:27 11 Co. 5:21
5. Through Him we draw near to God. John 14:6 Heb. 9:8 4:16 6:19ff 10:19
C. Wehave a great challenge presenting this message to the world.
1. Peopletoday, like Uzzah, don’t realize how dirty they are and how holy God is.
2. People are offended by a God of holiness and justice.
3. Most believe they can approach God any way they please, aslong asthey are
sincere.
4. Jesusistheonly way to approach God. John 14:6 Acts4:12

Discussion questions

1. How did David advance the worship of the LORD in Israel?

2. What isthe function of the ark of God?

3. Why does Uzzah die?

4. What can we learn from the range of emotions David experiencesin this passage?

5. What are other biblical examples of judgment falling upon those who fail to respect the
LORD'’s holiness?

6. In what ways do people today honor or dishonor:
The LORD’s Name.
The LORD’sWord.
The LORD’s church.
The LORD’sworship.

7. How does Jesus fulfill what the ark represents?

8. Why isit especially hard to present the message of God’ s holinessand Christ asthe only
way to draw near to God today? What should we do to get this message acro0ss?




