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At 1st glance, it appears that we have a complete 

break from the previous topic in 4:13ff and the 

present topic in 5:1ff

Yet notice the “Go to now…” in 4:13 & 5:1

Previously man’s pride shows itself in his 

confidence in what he can do…

Now we see it in his confidence in what he has!



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Since 3:13 We’ve been dealing with ‘Pride’



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Since 3:13 We’ve been dealing with ‘Pride’

Pride shows itself in….



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Since 3:13 We’ve been dealing with ‘Pride’

Pride shows itself in….

How we deal with others – 4:1ff



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Since 3:13 We’ve been dealing with ‘Pride’

Pride shows itself in….

How we deal with others – 4:1ff

Our presumption of the future – 4:13ff



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Since 3:13 We’ve been dealing with ‘Pride’

Pride shows itself in….

How we deal with others – 4:1ff

Our presumption of the future – 4:13ff

Our confidence in our wealth – 5:1ff
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Turning Rejoicing into Misery – Verse 1

Wealth is the source of joy and security for 

lost man – See Ecc. 7:12

In time of judgment, it will not protect one 

from the ‘miseries’ brought upon them!

This verse has a prophetic ‘air’ about it, 

reminding us of the events of 70AD!
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“A Warning to the Rich”

Wealth Won’t Last – Verse 2

A common Biblical theme – see Mt. 6:19f

This emphasizes the temporality of riches

Riches stored decay and ruin

What’s ours will one day be someone else's 

-- see Lk. 12:20
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“A Warning to the Rich”

Riches Testify Against Us – Vs. 3

Note “rust” = “tarnished”, “corroded”

Wealth isn’t to be hoarded but used – see 

Mt. 25:27

The corrosion is the evidence of that 

hoarding, even in the ‘last days’



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Ill-gotten Riches Cry Out Against Us – Vs. 4



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Ill-gotten Riches Cry Out Against Us – Vs. 4

It references wages held back, wealth 

gotten by defrauding a worker



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Ill-gotten Riches Cry Out Against Us – Vs. 4

It references wages held back, wealth 

gotten by defrauding a worker

In Lev. 19:13 it’s placed along with robbery



James–Part Twenty-Six –James 5:1-6 

“A Warning to the Rich”

Ill-gotten Riches Cry Out Against Us – Vs. 4

It references wages held back, wealth 

gotten by defrauding a worker

In Lev. 19:13 it’s placed along with robbery

Such acts “cry” (Cp. Abel’s blood) for 

justice to the Lord Sabaoth (of ‘armies’)
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“A Warning to the Rich”

Riches Embolden Unlawful Acts – Vss. 5-6

Such allows a life of luxury, indulgence, 

ease and pleasure – wasting on oneself

See “day of slaughter” – As an animal 

being fattened for slaughter (see Ps. 73)

Cp. “Golden Rule”

Note “just” – Cp. James’ Martyrdom


