Seeking The Lost — o614120

TEXT- Luke 15:1f Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners

for to hear him.
INTRO - In chapter 14 Jesus emphasized reaching the outcasts and
those who would appreciate the invitation to salvation. He then
discussed true discipleship and its high cost. Then the Pharisees and
Scribes murmured concerning Jesus association and concern for
sinners. From this context Jesus gives a series of three parables.
e The parable of the lost sheep — Innocently lost
e The parable of the lost coin — Carelessly lost
e The parable of the lost son — Willingly lost
This discourse took place between the Feast of Tabernacles and the final
Passover before the crucifixion, possibly from Perea on His way to the
Passover.
Luke 15:1-3 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to
hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto
them, saying,
— The first recipient is the Pharisees — To refute their hypocrisy
—> The second intended hearer is the lost - To recognize their
rebellion
— The third recipient is people today — To teach us to love the lost
From the criticism that He received sinners came a series of three
parables.
The Lost Sheep - Innocently lost — I understand how God could care for
those who ignorantly follow the way of the world and the flesh
The Lost Coin - Carelessly lost — I even understand how God could care
for those who are careless
The Lost Son - Willingly lost — I find it difficult to understand how God
could care for those knowingly choosing their own way
That which is lost vs. 4, 6, 9, 24, 32
Rejoice — 5,7, 9, 10, 23, 24, 32
One sinner that repenteth

I. The Lost Sheep — The man goes after the lost sheep

A. The sheep was an animal - But it was the soul of man which He
sought to save!

B. The sheep wondered away

which it was prone to do
Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one (o his
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

C. The shepherd sought the sheep
The going after the sheep is a part of the parable which our Lord meant them
to observe-the shepherd pursues a route which he would never think of
pursuing if it were only for his own pleasure.

Luke 19:10

Mat 18:11-12 For the Son of man is come (o save 1} ch was lost. 12

1. It was his deepest concern
2. It was his primary focus
3. He left the 99 to focus on the one
The sheep was a monetary concern as was the lost coin

I1. The Lost Coin — A woman looks for the lost coin
We go from a hundred sheep to 10 coins
A. The coin was valued
B. The woman had to sweep the floor
The coin was hidden in the dirt
C. The woman stopped everything else she was doing




D. She didn’t stop looking until she found it
E. She reported it found to her neighbors and friends
There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth!

111. The Lost Son — No one goes after the lost son
Notice the effect of this young man’s rebellion!
Rebellion always is a gradual downward trend.

I. SELF-WILL V.12

II. SELFISHNESS V.13

1. SEPARATION V.13

IV. SENSUALITY V.13

V. SPIRITUAL DESTITUTION V. 14
VI. SELF-ABASEMENT V. 15

VIL. STARVATION V. 16

VIIL. REALIZATION V. 17

IX. RESOLUTION V.18 Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me (o be a
X. REPENTANCE V. 19 Christian.
XI. RETURN V. 20 CONCL - Three questions!

XII. RECONCILIATION V.20
XIIl. RECLOTHING V. 22
XIV. REJOICING V. 23,24

1. Are you a prodigal?
2. Do you love the lost?
3. Are you a hypocrite?

The prodigal started out by saying “give me” v. 12

No man gave to him v. 16

The son said “make me” v. 19

The end shows the Pharisees how they acted!

Purpose of this parable is to show us how much God loves every sinner
and that He is willing to receive all who repent and turn to Him.

Notice these attitudes toward the prodigal:
1. The Father - still loved and longed to see him
2. The friends - Used him
3. The farmer - Abused him
4. The Pharisee brother - Despised him
The prodigal had sins of the body
The elder son had sins of disposition



