
EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #32                                                                                                              Isaiah 23:1-18 

 

Do you ever wonder what will happen to the key cities of the world?  What would happen to a 

Washington D.C. that sits on the Potomac, or a New York that sits on the Atlantic or a San 

Francisco that sits on the Pacific?  What would happen to a Detroit or Chicago or Kalamazoo or 

Grand Rapids?  What will actually become of the acreage that once was inhabited for the most 

part by God-mocking, arrogant people who thought they were so smart and successful?  There  

is an amazing prediction made in the book of Revelation, which predicts that God will send  

an earthquake at the end of the Tribulation that will cause all of the cities of the nations to fall 

(Revelation 16:18-19).  But after this happens and the Lord returns, what happens to those 

geographical places?  In part, you get your answer right here in Isaiah 23. 

 

Ever since chapter 13, we have been in the “oracle” prophetic section of Isaiah.  In this section, 

various political powers are given burdensome negative messages that one day they will be 

crushed by Almighty God.  We have seen oracle judgments against   nations  , oracle judgments 

against   individuals   (Shebna) and we have seen oracle judgments against   cities   (Damascus). 

Now we come to the tenth and final oracle, “the oracle against Tyre.”  At the time Isaiah made 

this prophecy (715 B.C.), Tyre was the biggest and most successful commercial city of the 

Mediterranean world.  

 

Most of the oracle prophecies that we have been through have dealt with those nations and  

cities that have made life miserable for Israel especially in regard to her relationship with God.  

In many instances, Israel relied upon foreign nations and cities to help her but not her God.  So 

basically God says, “I’ll take them out one at a time.”  The oracle against Tyre speaks of the 

satanic   business   world on which people trust and depend.  This world promotes luxury 

and revelry and success and lures people away from a humble dependency on God.  Tyre 

was a city that reflected the   commercial   glory of the world.  People from all over the world 

loved Tyre and depended on Tyre, including those in Israel.  When you read Ezekiel 27, it is 

obvious that Tyre did business trade all over the world.  It was an ancient New York City. 

 

Tyre sits on the “coastland” (v. 2) of the Mediterranean Sea in a tiny little country.  It is in a 

country that is only 35 miles wide and 135 miles long.  It is a country that dates back to Biblical 

times and is located just north of Israel.  Back in Isaiah’s day, it was known by a name given 

to it by the Greeks, Phoenicia, but in our day it is known by its modern name -   Lebanon  .  

Lebanon has been called the “commercial and cultural hub of the Arab Middle East.”  It is a 

melting pot for a diverse group of people and it has been said that today it is inhabited by various 

“feudal” groups.  It is a cultural time bomb waiting to explode. 

 

This part of the world has affected us because our own English alphabet actually may be  

linked to the Phoenician letter characters.  Prior to the Phoenicians developing the alphabet,  

most nations used drawings and pictographs to express themselves in writing.  So in many ways 

the culture of this part of the world has even reached the United States. 

 

 



During the days of Isaiah, Lebanon was known for its shipping business and two key city/states 

that existed were Tyre, which sits in the southern portion of Lebanon, and its mother city Sidon, 

which sits about 25 miles to the north of Tyre.  Tyre was a place that became so arrogant that it 

actually mocked the Word of God and said we are wiser than even Daniel and we are our own 

“god” (Ezekiel 28:2-3).  The message God sends to Tyre is this: 

 

GOD IS GOING TO COMPLETELY   DESTROY   THE GREAT COMMERCIAL CITY 

OF TYRE AND IN THE END THIS GOD-MOCKING PLACE WILL BE INDWELT BY 

GOD’S PEOPLE WHO WILL LIVE THEIR LIVES IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 

 

What this prophecy teaches us is that for a short time a business or city or individual could 

prosper to an extent that people from all over the world know about it.  It could be a person like 

Bill Gates or Donald Trump or a business like Stryker.  What God predicts here concerning Tyre 

is that because He was not reverenced and worshipped, and because people trusted more in the 

city than God, He will wipe it out.  No matter how big it was in the world.   

 

In this prophecy Isaiah answers three main prophetic questions: 

 

PROPHETIC QUESTION #1 –   What   will actually happen to Tyre?  23:1-7 

 

What is actually going to happen is that Tyre will be destroyed (v. 1).  The particular Hebrew 

word used here is one that means to totally destroy this city violently so that it ends up 

completely laid waste (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 806).  God is going to level  

this great city of antiquity (v. 7) and when He does there will be six results: 

 

(Result #1) - Merchant ships of Tarshish   wail  .  23:1 

 

The scene opens with merchant ships coming back from Tarshish to Tyre and they learn via 

Cyprus, an island located in the northeast corner of the Mediterranean Sea about 150 miles 

northwest of Tyre, that their city has been leveled and that they cannot even get back to home 

port. 

 

Tyre and Sidon depended on sea trade for their financial survival.  They got their grain from 

Egypt and much of their merchandise from Tarshish.  Now Tarshish initially is a reference to a 

city in southwest Spain, but as Dr. Ironside said it could also include Great Britain.  We know 

from Ezekiel 27:12 that merchants from Tyre had Tarshish as a key customer and they brought 

silver, iron, tin and lead to pay for goods from Tyre.  The ancient word that means “the land  

of tin” is the word “Britannia,” which certainly would lend itself to the possibility that this 

prophecy affects not only Spain but Great Britain.  Now twice in this context, God commands 

the “ships of Tarshish” to “wail” (23:1, 14).  The Hebrew word used means to cry out, lament,  

to howl in a mournful way (Ibid., p. 350).  Why?  Because the city that she trusted for her 

financial success and business prosperity, Tyre, was about to be completely destroyed by God.   

 

Some of us can relate to this.  Some of us know the hurt of trusting in a company that you 

thought would care for you and provide for you and your family, only to discover that it let  

you down.  It hurts to realize your hopes for financial security have been dashed.   



But God says to His people, don’t trust in a dollar or in a company, trust in Me.  God wants us 

totally and completely trusting in Him, for He is our refuge.  Sometimes when people succeed at 

what they do, they lose sight of the God who let them succeed, and when that happens God can 

level the thing in which we trusted.  Truth is, if we trust or rely on anything other than our God, 

we’ll probably end up depressed and wailing. 

 

This is certainly true when it comes to your salvation.  If you trust in anything other than Jesus 

Christ to save you from your sins, you’ll end up wailing forever. 

 

(Result #2) - Those who lived on the coast were   silent  .  23:2 

 

One writer said Tyre and Sidon go together like “pork and beans.”  Ancient Tyre was  

literally destroyed, but Sidon was not.  What this shows us is just how precise prophecy is.   

God destroyed Tyre, a city located only about 25 miles south of Sidon, but Sidon still stands.   

It is a place today that exports oil to various parts of the world.   

 

Typically people who live on the coast have money.  Even back in Isaiah’s day, coastal cities 

were often wealthy cities.  When God sends His final judgment, all the boisterous and successful 

hustle and bustle of the business world will stop.  All will be silent and stand in awe of Almighty 

God. 

 

I cannot help but be reminded of the twin towers that came down in New York.  New York is  

a city of economic hustle and bustle, but on that day, business was brought to a halt and the 

business entrepreneurs were fleeing in the streets.  Most of them were quietly moving away  

from the financial district.  The business world was brought to silence by two jet airplanes. 

 

(Result #3) - The Mediterranean   economy   was devastated.  23:3 

 

The cities of Tyre and Sidon were taking in grain from Egypt and marketing it to various parts of 

the world.  The people who lived in these areas depended on their business prowess but not God, 

so God says I’ll bring the economy down. 

 

Again we must point out that the success and the lack of success of an economy is controlled 

by God.  God is the One who permits an economy to succeed and God is the One who can 

completely destroy an economy. 

 

(Result #4) - The people of Sidon will be   ashamed  .  23:4 

 

The people will realize we have not brought up moral righteous people.  We have not produced a 

lineage that loves God. 

 

(Result #5) - The people in Egypt will be in   anguish  .  23:5 

 

The Egyptians were depending on Tyre for their business and when God took out Tyre, the 

commerce of the Egyptian world was brought to a halt.  In fact, it ruined the commerce of Egypt. 

 



(Result #6) - The people of the coastland will wail all the way to   Tarshish  .  23:6-7 

 

The destruction of Tyre would cause a universal mourning all over the world because a city  

that brought so much joy and business success to many people is gone. 

 

PROPHETIC QUESTION #2 –   Who   will cause all of this to happen to Tyre?  23:8-14 

 

Now one may ask who is the One who could make such an amazing prediction against a major 

city of the world and then see to it that the things actually happen to Tyre?  At the time Isaiah 

makes this prophecy, this was a city which was honored and esteemed by the people all over  

the world.  In fact, in verse 7, Tyre is called the jubilant city, and in verse 8, Tyre is called the 

crowning city.  The major business entrepreneurs of the world did business with Tyre (v. 8). 

So who possibly could level it to the point that it has no “house” or “harbor” (v. 1)?  Who could 

devise such a plan as to destroy the whole city?  Verse 9 tells us “the LORD of hosts” has 

planned it all.  He is God and He will stretch out His hand (v. 10) and the kingdoms of the 

world will “tremble” (v. 11) and He will demolish and crush Tyre (vv. 11-12). 

 

What people of the world need to realize is that when a major city is completely destroyed 

or when a nation is completely humiliated, or when a key world leader dies, there is a 

Sovereign God of Israel behind it.  He plans it and He carries it out.  God can topple the 

biggest of the cities and the strongest of the nations and the most impressive individuals. 

 

God is going to break her Arab pride and arrogance.  He will allow this land to overflow like  

the Nile.  During the Tribulation, God is going to command kingdoms to come into Lebanon  

and demolish it and crush it.  God will see to it that this part of the world will be stripped bare 

because of its evil.  God will stir up various political powers to carry out His prophetic purposes. 

 

According to verse 13, just as the Assyrians destroyed the city of Babylon in 689 B.C., so Tyre 

would be destroyed and then revived by Babylon in 585-572 B.C.  At the time that Isaiah made 

this remarkable prophecy, Assyria was the great power and the Babylonians were not even a 

threatening group, and yet it would be the Babylonians that God would use to destroy Tyre. 

 

PROPHETIC QUESTION #3 –   When   will all of this happen to Tyre?  23:15-18 

 

God makes an amazing prediction here.   

Tyre will be almost a forgotten area. 

Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years. 

Tyre will be forgotten “like the days of one king.” 

 

According to history, the Assyrians restricted trade from Lebanon for exactly 70 years  

(700-630 B.C.), but when the Assyrian power began to weaken, Tyre revived its business  

and was eventually destroyed some 200 years later.  In fact, Ezekiel actually predicted that it 

would be Nebuchadnezzar who would attack and destroy Tyre, and in 573 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar 

broke down the gates of Tyre and destroyed the mainland city (Ezekiel 26:7-13). 

 



Even though Isaiah makes this prediction well over 100 years before it would happen, God did 

not forget about the evil and arrogance of Tyre and He fulfilled this prophecy literally.  In fact, 

God says this city is nothing more than an old revived prostitute (23:17) and I am going to set 

my sights on it for total destruction. 

 

It is also predicted here that there is coming a day of “one king” (23:15) in which this Arab 

world will be targeted for disaster.  There will be a one world leader who will temporarily rise 

to power called the Antichrist.  When this happens, God will remember the evil of these Arab 

cities and places and He will utterly destroy them.   

 

But there is an amazing prediction made in Psalm 45:12 which says that the “daughter of Tyre 

will come with a gift; the rich among the people will entreat your favor.”  When Jesus Christ 

comes back to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, there will be those who live in Tyre 

who will actually worship God.  Now both Tyre and Sidon are still in existence today and that 

cannot be any mere coincidence.   

 

In the end, Lebanon will be an area that is enjoyed by those who dwell “in the presence of the 

LORD.”  As Dr. H. A. Ironside said, it is evident from this last verse that what is actually 

predicted here will ultimately occur when Jesus Christ is back on this earth reigning in His 

Messianic Kingdom (Isaiah, p. 138). 

 

The great lesson to learn from Tyre is that God wants His people depending on Him and not  

on an economy.  Any country, any state, any business or any individual who arrogantly depends 

on itself and not on the Sovereign Almighty God is heading to disaster.  If you want to literally 

prove this point, check the history of Tyre. 


