Luke 8:4-15  Listening Well

I. The Sower

1 Corinthians 3:5-7 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even
as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.
7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.

II. The Seed v11

2 Timothy 4:1-2 [ solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word, be ready in season and
out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

2 Timothy 4:13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and
teaching.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every
good work.

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and
laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Isaiah 55:10-11 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without
watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the
eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without
accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
II1. The Soils v12-15
If we are going to be fruitful hearers we must....

A. Beware of Hard Hearts and Satan’s Schemes v12

Ezekiel 3:4-11

1 Thessalonians 3:5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your
faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain.

B. Beware of Shallow Minds and Difficult Days v13

Matthew 13:20-21 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary,
and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.




C. Beware of Cluttered Hearts and Choking Thorns v14

1. Worries

Colossians 3:1-4 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking
the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above,
not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

2. Riches
Luke 12:4-15

3. Pleasures

James 4:1-3 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the
source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit
murder. You are envious and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not

ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your
pleasures.

D. There are qualities we must cultivate vl5



