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The pastor’s most critical responsibility is to preach God’s Word. 

I. After extolling the origin and value of the Scriptures, Paul calls on the most-high 

witness to Timothy’s responsibilities. (v. 1) 

a) Jesus is God. (v. 1a) 

 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. (Galatians 1:20) 

 

b) Jesus will judge the world. (v. 1b) 

Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may 

honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

Father, who sent him. 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 

and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. Very truly I tell you, a time is 

coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who 

hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 

voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have 

done what is evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, 

and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. (John 5:22-30) 

 

Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” (John 6:28-29) 

 

For God has set a day when He will judge the world with justice by the man He has appointed. 

He has given proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead.” (Acts 17:31) 

 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what 

is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 

from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the 

book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 

them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades 



were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was 

not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 

c) Jesus is to return and set up His eternal kingdom. (v. 1c) 

After he said this, [Jesus] was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11) 

 

…we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ (Titus 2:13) 

 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we 

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) 

 

For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will 

continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, 

whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor 

of his coming. (2 Thessalonians 2:7-8)  

 

How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his 

dominion endures from generation to generation. (Daniel 4:3) 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.  For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14) 

 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For 

if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the 

eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:10-11) 

 

d) Therefore, Timothy (and all pastors) must not neglect their primary duty. (v. 

1d) 



Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when 

you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who 

gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and 

only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. 

Amen. (1 Timothy 6:12-16) 

 

II. A pastor’s primary responsibility is to proclaim God’s Word. (v. 2a) 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The 

time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 

news!” (Mark 1:14-15) 

 

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but 

accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. You know the message 

God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who 

is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the 

power of the devil, because God was with him. 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:34-43) 

 

And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not 

lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles. (1 Timothy 2:7 and similarly 2 Timothy 

1:11) 

 

III. Pastors must remain ready to proclaim God’s message at all times. (v. 2b) 

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They 

were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportune 

time to hand him over. (Mark 14:10-11) 

 

IV. Pastors are to deliver the whole counsel of God. (v. 2c) 

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 

facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race 



and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of 

God’s grace. 

“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 

ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of 

you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. (Acts 20:22-27) 

 

V. Pastors must be long-suffering and willing to teach God’s truth even to opponents. (v. 

2c) 

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in 

the Lord’s name. (James 5:10) 

 

Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading 

them to a knowledge of the truth, (2 Timothy 2:25) 


