The Gospel According to Luke Series

[Sunday, June 25, 2017] Luke Series, Luke chapter 9, vss 1-17, The Sending of the
Apostles, and the Feeding of the Five Thousand — Craig Thurman

Parallel texts are Mt. 10.1-14; 14.1-21; Mk.6.7-44; Jn.6.1-14.

Chapter 9
EOWKeV Sduvapu
1 9 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power
3ps. aor.ind.  capacity

ability
€fovolav émimavrta ta Sapdvia kal voooug Beparmelely
and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.
right

cure, BpameVeLy, pres. infin. act. of Bepanedw, to heal, cure; from
this we have our English word therapeutic, therapy.

diseases, v6oog, KIV, sickness (3), disease (6), infirmity (1).

authority, €€ouatav, KJV, authority (29), power (69), right (2),
strength (1), jurisdiction (1), liberty (1): (Robert Young’s Analytical
Concordance to the Bible)

Both the gospels of Matthew and Mark speak only of power, éovaiav,
the right, authority. They mention nothing of the power, 80vapuig, that is
the capacity or ability to do the work. If one has the capacity but not the
authority he is out of order. But if one has the authority he has the power
as well. Perhaps the distinction between authority and power can be
debated as we view such things in men, but be sure of this: if God gives the
authority that one has the power. If any should prevail with power against
such authority it will always be to their detriment.

all devils, meaning, at this time the twelve had the authority and power of
Christ over the demons. It is true that these fallen spirits vary in their
wickedness and possibly in their strength.
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Mt 12:45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the
last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also
unto this wicked generation.

But they do incur difficulty against some later, not because they lack
authority and power, but because they lack the faith, which faith would
move us to resort to prayer and fasting. (cf. Mt.17.14-21)

Mt.17.16 And | brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure
him.

1 JuykoaAeodapevog € toug dwdeka padntacg avtol, ESwkev alTOIC
Suvauty kat é€ovatav mt mavta Ta dalpovia Kal voooug Bepamevely

2 And he sent them
Mk.6.2 ... forth by two and two

idoBal tolg doBevolvrtag
to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

to heal, idoBay, pres. infin. of idopat; KIV, heal (26), whole (2).

the sick, doBevodvtac, acc. pl. masc. part. pres. of doBevéw; KIV,
sick, weak, impotent, diseased; very likely synonymous with the
above to cure diseases.

The issue of authority is greatly debated on the point of who has it and
what may be done with it. Few among us would debate that our Lord Jesus
Christ has all authority. However, the notion of receiving authority and
then delegating this to others has no biblical support. Christ gave to these
twelve both the power and the authority to do those things appointed for
them to do. Are we to suppose that the twelve could have delegated to
others this that they received of Christ? | doubt that the thought ever
crossed our minds. Yet, in some men’s thinking this is potentially possible.
As it relates to church authority, this is the very thing that is being taught.
But | stress this point: there is no biblical support for this notion. Churches
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cannot give the authority that they have received of Christ and give it to
others. Authority is right. And it is the right to say yes, and it is the right to
say no. No man has that right over the people of God but Christ. Those
who suppose that they have this right and may or may not pass it on to
others have usurped Christ’s authority. The notion that authority is
transferable is wrong.

Jesus first gave to these twelve disciples the ability and the right to cast out
demons and to heal the sick. Then He sent them out to the work.

What they did Christ authorized them to do. Though they should be
opposed by others, and they were, perhaps for healing on the Sabbath
days, they had the right and the power to do what they did at all times. The
only one who could disannul that right or withdraw their power would be
the One who gave them that power and that right. The Pharisees,
Sadduccees, the Herodians, or the scribes could not negate that right. And
no other religious entity or political power has been able to stop the
churches of Christ from their work for these past two millennia.

Mt 16:18 And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.

Mt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.

The priority for these disciples in this commission was to preach the
kingdom of God, the next would be to tend to the needs of the people. The
preaching of kingdom of God tells of One who shall govern the whole earth
in righteousness. That hasn’t happened yet. But there is coming a literal
kingdom of God to this earth one day over which Jesus Christ shall reign as
King of kings and Lord of lords.

Re 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the
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kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever.

1Co 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his
feet.

But to be clear the world certainly does not understand what the ministry
of the churches is, and even moreso it is clear that Christendom has been
instruments in creating that misunderstanding. Churches are not called
upon to set up hospitals, convalescent homes and orphanages, schools,
seminaries, and universities. As it relates to a church, these are the kinds of
things that are done to meet the needs of their own congregation. If God
has blessed individual Christians with the ability and substance to venture
into these areas, and He has so blessed some few, by all means do move
forward, but the churches of Christ should not move from their commission
by Christ to make disciples.

Joh 12:8 For the poor always ye have with you,; but me ye have not
always.

Churches have a reasonable expectation to help others, but especially
those of their own number, and especially those who are indeed widows
and orphans.

Matthew’s gospel has our Lord constraining the twelve to keep within the
boundaries of the nation of Israel, and bans His work from becoming a
commercial enterprise.

Mt.10.5 9 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them,
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not:

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:
freely ye have received, freely give.
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freely ye have received, freely give, An admonition against using the work of
Christ for personal gain. This is something that | think every Christian
should resist. Turning the ministry of Christ into a means for personal gain
is a despicable practice.

Tit.1.10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers,
specially they of the circumcision:

11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses,
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.

1Pe 5:2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind ... (3 times this is with reference to pastors, once
to deacons ... we are prone to this evil, beware.)

This is certainly what false teachers do:

Jude 1:11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and
ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the
gainsaying of Core.

Obviously there is one among the twelve that is particularly suited for the
abuse of his office. But let us keep ourselves away from the idea that we
have to be paid to do anything for others, especially as it relates to the
members of this church and one another. Don’t allow yourselves to set
your business up around the members of this congregation. I've seen
brethren in the past who go from church to church selling insurance
policies to the membership. This is inappropriate behavior for a saint.

God forbid that we should fall so low that we should be paid to help others
in their time of need. May it never be so with us that we have to be paid to
help others come to the knowledge of the truths of the doctrine of Christ.
We need to be diligent o maintain good works. (1Ti.6.18; 2Ti.3.17; Tit.2.14;
3.8)

But what about the use of our individual vocational skills? Again, | think we
need to be wise in this area as well. | think that we are all prone to desire
the various services that my brothers and sisters in Christ can give to me for

5
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free. This is the fruit of living in a society which teaches us from the cradle
to the grave that the government owes us a living. Really, who doesn’t
want free carpentry services, or plumbing, electrical, dirt work, wood work,
a painter, sewing, cooking, gardening, babysitting, etc., etc., etc.? Each of
us needs to be guarded against abuses on both sides of this issue. Itis true
that not only should | not have to be paid to be able to help a brother or a
sister in need, But | should not expect others to give me those things which
rise above the realm of necessities (food, clothing, and shelter) for nothing.
In other words if | want my brother or sister to provide some service that is
not a necessity | should be willing to pay them what it is worth, or more,
because of who they are to me in the Lord.

And when we help someone with a need, do not oblige them to be
indebted.

Lev.25.35 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with
thee; then thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a
sojourner; that he may live with thee.

36 Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy
brother may live with thee.

37 Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy
victuals for increase.

Help one another. Love one another. Each of us has our own burden to
bear. (Gal.6.5) No one wants to spend their hard-earned shekels on
medical, dental, and car repairs, and other heavy debts as well. Thatis a
part of life at this time. But most of us at the same time pretty regularly
dine out, take vacations or travel to lots of different places. Once in a while
we need a reset in our thinking about what a church is and what we should
do for and expect from one another.

As for the world, some folks have quite an extensive network set up to
funnel into their lives free assistance from the churches. (Fuel oil episode)
Judge each case by case. Generally, don’t hand money to individuals. Get
information which pays a bill directly to the utilility in their behalf, etc. (cite:
natural gas bill claimed ... found no debt)
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2 Kol Aréoteldev aUToUC KNpUooeLy TV BactAeiav tol Beol kal idoOat
ToUC AoBevolvtacg

elc tnv obov
3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey,
for the way

take, aipete, 2ppl. imper. act. of a’fpw; KIV, away, to bear, bear up,
take, take away, take up, remove.

neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats
apiece.

Mt.10.9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses,
10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the
workman is worthy of his meat.

Mk.6.8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a
staff only; no scrip (mnpav), no bread, no money in their purse (lwvnv, also tss. girdle):
9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.

staves, papdoug, acc. pl.; KIV, rods, scepters, staffs or staves; but
they could take one (Mk.6.8)

scrip, mipay, acc. sing. of TMpa.; always tss. scrip (6); archaic for a
small bag or wallet.

Our Lord Jesus puts the care of His disciples upon the nation of Israel .. the
workman is worthy of his meat.

There is here the impression of an immediate need for service. There is no
time for preparation. This is the day and this is time to preach to this
people the coming of the kingdom of God. It was not like this ever again.
Later there can be preparation and there should be provision for the
journey.

Lk.22.35 And he said unto them, When | sent you without purse, and
scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.
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36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him
take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell
his garment, and buy one.

These twelve in this service lacked nothing when they went to this service.

3 Kol €Utev MPOC aUToUC Mn SV alpete ic THV 680V PrTe PABSOUC, HATE
TINPAV UATE APTOV UNTE APYUPLOV MATE Ava SUOo XLTOVOG EXELV

Mt.10.11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide

till ye go thence.
12 And when ye come into an house, salute it.
13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace

return to you.

4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart.

abide, pévete, 2ppl. pres. imper. act. of pévw; KIV, abide, continue,
dwell, endure, remain, stand, tarry.

depart, £€€pxeaBg, 2ppl. pres. imper. act. of égépxoual; éx from, out
+ épyopou to come, go.

‘[T]he house you come into first, go out of last, when ye leave the
town or city.” Exposition of the Old and New Testaments, John Gill,
vol. 7, p.583

4 kol €i¢ v av oikiav elo€ABNnTe €Kel pEvete Kal EkelOev €E€pxeoOe

5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the

shake off, anotwdarte, 2ppl. aor. imper. act. of dmoTdoowW, dATd
from, of, off, out of, since + Twwdoow LXX, Is.28.27, threshed; see

bl /7
also ekTvdoow (synonymous).

€l¢c paptUplov €M  auvtoug
very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.
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Very simple instructions. They had heard Christ’s teachings. They had seen
Him minister. He commanded them to do what they had seen Him do.
They needed not to do any differently than they saw Him do. It took very
little time at all to teach them these things.

Rabbit:

| do wonder why so many hold groups of baptized beleivers hostage
for so long refusing to allow them the freedom to become N.T.
churches themselves. The organizations go out and start missions
and chapels and keep them so for years. Why isn’t it that they are
not taught to constitute into a church as soon as they number two or
three baptized disciples? If we followed the history of Acts as it is
written we would have found that the church at Thessalonica was
begun in less than three Sabbath days (21 days). That is the time that
Paul and his entourage were there in this city. But a church, a real
church, a church of Jesus Christ was begun then and there. Did this
church know all that could be known of Christ. No. They didn’t even
have available to them a New Testament as yet. They did have an
Old Testament. Itis a sad thing, but the evidence is strong that one
of the overriding reasons missions remain missions and chapels
remain chapels is because of control and money. If you control a
group or a number of groups you control their money. It is hard to
let go of money, and therefore it is hard to let go of groups, and let
them do as they please under the direction of the Holy Spirt by the
authority of Jesus Christ.

The disciples do not deamand that they receive a proper reception from
anyone. They cannot compel people to act against their will. If they are
received fine; if not, move on. But if they are rejected because of Christ
they are to show God’s disapproval of them by shaking the dust from our
feet as a witness against them. A very small, seemingly insignificant act
which the Lord will bring back to them in the day of judgment. That parallel
text of Mt.10.14, 15 says as much.

Mt.10.14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words,
when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your
feet.
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15 Verily | say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

This act is recorded twice in Scripture. (Acts 13.51; 18.6, shook his raiment,
which agrees with Lk.10.11, even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth
on us we do, we do wipe off against you)

5 kol 6col av pn d€€wvtal LUAC EEepXOEVOL ATIO TN TTOAEWG EKELVNC Kol
TOV KOVLOPTOV ATt0 TWV modmv LUV amnotvaéate ic paptuplov €T aUTOUG

evayyeAllopevol
6 And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel,
evangelizing

gvayyeAllopevol, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. mid. of el’)ayye)\iQw.

Bepamevovieg

and healing every where.
Mk.6.12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent.
13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.

Bepamevovteg, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of Bepamelw.

6 €€epyOpEvOoL 6€ SLPXOVTO KOTA TAC KWHAC eVayyeALl{OMEVOL Kal
Bepamnevovteg mavrayxol

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him:
Mt.14.2 And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore
mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.

and he was perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen
from the dead;

perplexed, §inmdpel, 3ps. imperf. of Siamopéw, d1d by, through + o
negative particle + mopela, to journey, a way; there was no
objective means whereby he could validate the statements of the
people, yet they contradicted reason. Herod was certainly confused.

10
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7 "Hkouoev 6€ Hpwdng 0 TeETpapxNng T& Yvopeva UTU alTtol mavta Kal
SiNmopeL 61 T0 AéyeoBal UTIO TVWV OTUlwAvVNG EyAyepTaL €k VeKpiv

8 And of some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old
prophets was risen again.

8 UM Tvwv 8¢ Ot HAlag édavn GAwv &€ OTL TpodTNG £lg TV apxaiwv
AVEODTN

Mk.6.16 But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom | beheaded: he is risen from the dead.
9 And Herod said, John have | beheaded:

Herod apparently believed in some kind of resurrection from the dead. His
conscience was such that he thought perhaps it was for retribution.

At this point both the gospels of Matthew and Mark go into the details how
it came about that Herod beheaded John the Baptist.

mepl
but who is this, of whom | hear such things? And he desired to see him.
concerning

And Herod was reported to have Christ killed later. (Lk.13.31) But he
doesn’t see Christ until just before Christ’s crucifixion. (Lk.23.8)

9 kat eimev 0 HpwdNncg lwavvnv éyw amnekedalioa tic € €0TLV OUTOG TTEPL OV
E€yw akoLuw tolalta Kal lntel 16TV avTov

The following account of the feeding of the 5,000, according to the gospel of John,
In.6.4, records that a Passover observance was nearing. If this agrees with the
other evangelists this event takes place about 2 % yrs. after our Lord began His
earthy ministry; one year before His crucifixion. (1% 6mos. @Jn.2.13; 1 % yrs. @
In5.1,2% @ Jn.6.4;,3% @ 13.1)

Apart from the resurrection of our Lord Jesus this is the only miracle recorded in
in all four gospel account. (Interpreter’s Bible, Luke/John, p.166) (cf. Jn.6.1-14)

11
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10 9 And the apostles, when they were returned,

That is, the same twelve disciples that He had called together, given
power and authority, and sent out ... returned.

told him all that they had done.

Yes, including Judas, the unbelieving antichrist. By virtue of his office and
the right and power that Christ had given to each of these men, he too
went out doing great works in the name of Christ. Since the Lord can use a
donkey, or speak the truth through a false prophet, certainly He can use
Judas Iscariot to do things which he himself doesn’t really believe. Judas’
had only a carnal perception and expectation of Christ. And in all of his
experiences he produced no fruit to God.

In.12.4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son,
which should betray him,

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given
to the poor?

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.

7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath
she kept this.

Mk.6.31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for
there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.

And he took them, and went aside privately
went aside, Unexwpnoev, 3ps. aor. ind. of Vo wpéw, U6 among, by,
from, under, with + préw go, contain, receive; KJV, Lk.5.16, withdrew ... -

self; went aside.

into a desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.
Mt.14.13 ... by ship

Which city was associated with Philip. (Jn.1.44; 12.21)

12



The Gospel According to Luke Series

10 Kat umootpéPavteg ol Amootolol Sinyroavio aut® ooa €moinoav Kat
napoAafwv adToug UTtExwPNOEV KAt iSlav €ig TOMOV Epnuov MOAEWG
KaAoUpEVNG BnBoaida

11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him:
Mt.14.13 ...on foot
Mk.6.33 ... and ran afoot thither out
of all cities, and outwent
them, and came together
unto him.
34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them,
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd...

and he received them,
Mk.6.34 ...and he began to teach them many things.

and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of
healing.

11 ot 6€ 6yAot yvovteg AkoAouOnoav alT® Kal de€dpevog altolg EAGAEL
autoic mept tfic BaotAeiog tod B0l kai Toug xpelav Exovtag Bepameiag
iato

12 And when the day began to wear away,
Mt.14.15 ...it was evening
Mk.6.35 ...the day was now far spent

then came the twelve, and said unto him, Send the multitude away, that they
may go into the towns and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals: for

we are here in a desert place.
Mk.6.36 ...for they have nothing to eat.

The disciples cared too, but they themselves could do nothing to meet the
needs of such a great mass of people, except to suggest that they be sent
out to find food and shelter elsewhere.

12°'H 6¢& fuépa fpfato KAvely pooeABovTeC 8¢ ol Swdeka elmov aUTd
AntoAucov TOvV OxAov va ArmeABovVTEG £ig TAC KUKAW KWHOC Kol Tolg dypoUg

13
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KOTOAUOWOLV KAl EUpWOLV ETILOLTIOUOV OTL WOE €V €pRUW TOTW ECUEV

13 But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat.
Mt.14.16 ...They need not depart

Mk.6.37 ... And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give

them to eat?

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew,

Particularly proving Philip. Jn.6.6 And this he said to prove him: for he
himself knew what he would do. All of the disciples would learn from this
lesson, but it seems that Philip had a particular need for his faith. His
response is such that at the command of Christ he immediately looks at his
and their inability.

Joh 6:7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is
not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.

Philips is saying that this is way beyond our means. But with every
commandment that Christ gives He also provides the means to fulfil it.

give,Abte, 2ppl. imper. act. of 318w, to give.
to eat, bayely, aor. infin. of Ppdyw, to eat.
OUKk elolv AUiv TA€lov A Tévte aptol kat duo ixBueg
And they said, We have no more but five loaves and two fishes;
Not is tous more than

Andrew, after hearing Philips’ response, says,

In.6.9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two
small fishes: but what are they among so many?

So reason says ...
except we should go and buy meat for all this people.

meat, Bpwpata, acc. pl. of Bpwpa; KIV, victuals, meat; means food.

14



The Gospel According to Luke Series

13 einev 6&€ mpog alToUC AdTE aUTOLG UUETS dayelv ol &€ elrov, OUK elolv
AUV AgTov N mévte dptol katl Suo ixBueg el uRtL mopeuBevTeg NUETG
AYOpACWHEV €i¢ AvTa TOV Aaov toltov Bpwpata

14 For they were about five thousand men.
Mt.14.18 He said, Bring them hither to me.

And he said to his disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a company.
Mk.6.39 ... upon the green grass.

make, KaToOKA VA TE, 2ppl. aor. imper. act. of KATAKAIVW, KATA
down + k\itvw wear away, lay, bow down, bow; the idea is to cause
the people to recline.

Obeying Christ and acting against all human reason, they went to carry out
His command.

14 noav yap woel Gvdpeg mevtakloxilloL elrev 6€ mMPoOG TOUG HaONTAC
autol KatakAlvate altouc kAlolag dva mevtikovia

15 And they did so, and made them all sit down.
Mk.6.40 ...in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.
(which is 50 per company/100 companies)

made ... sit down, &vékAwav, 3ppl. aor. ind. act. of dvakiivw, ovd
above, again, re- + K\lvw;

15 kat émoinoav oUTwE Kal AVEKALVAV ATOVTOG

16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven,
he blessed them,

It is striking to me to watch anyone sit down to eat without regard to asking
the Lord’s blessing upon that which He has provided, and giving Him
thanks. Keep this practice no matter where we go. It might be one of the
most public examples of our subjection to Christ in our lives.

15
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and brake, and gave to the disciples to set before the multitude.

The gospel of Mark seems to say that our Lord Jesus personally distributed
the portions of the fish to the multitudes himself:

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them;
and the two fishes divided he among them all.

brake, katékhaoev, 3ps. air. ind. of kaTak dw, kaTd down +
KA Ew to break; the idea is that he began to break the bread and the
fish down into smaller portions.

16 AaBwv 6£ ToUC mévte Gptoug Kal Toug Suo xBuag avaBAeéoag i Tov
oUpavov eUAOYnoev alToUC Kal KatéKAaoev Kal €6i6ou Tolg padntalic
napatféval T OxAw

17 And they did eat, and were all filled:
fed

were filled, €éxoptdoBnoav, 3ppl. aor. pass. of yopTdEw; KIV, fed,
filled.

and there was taken up of fragments that remained to them twelve baskets.
abounded

was taken up, fip8n, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of dipw (v.3).

that remained, neplooeboav, nom. sing. neut. part. aor. of
nep1oTevw; KJV, the excess, remaining, abundance, that which is
left, abounding, enough and to spare, increase.

A basket full of bread and fish for every disciple. It is these instances that
prove their faith. There was no way that they could have prepared for such
an event, and in such short notice. Jesus did not inform them about it. But
our Lord uses this to reinforce who He is and what He can do as they follow
and obey Him. We don’t know that the 10,000 plus people that were
present had any idea of the scope of the miracle that took place on that
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day. Butit wasn’t for them. It was for this small group of disciples. And
they found Christ was more than able to provide a table in the wilderness
that day. The Israelites didn’t think He could. But He did.

Ps.78.19 Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a
table in the wilderness?

20 Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the
streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for
his people?

He did this for the 2,000,000 plus Israelites wandering in the wilderness
when He brought them out of Egypt. And he did it here. He will always be
able to supply our every need.

Php 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

17 kat Epayov kal EéxoptacOnoav navrteg kai ApBn 10 meplocelioav avToig
KAQopATwyv KodLvol Swdeka

Brethren we lack nothing to do the work that Christ has commanded us to

do. And He has proved this so time and time again. We need only to trust
Him. Obey His commandments and see Him work.
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