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Announcer. If you would like a free newsletter on this or other subjects, just give us a call
at Christian Answers. The phone number is (512) 218-8022 or you could email us at
cdebater@aol.com.

Larry Wessels. Before watching this video, I'd like our viewers to keep these particular
Bible verses in mind.

Psalm 50:21, the God of the Bible says, "These things you have done and |
kept silence; You thought that I was just like you; I will reprove you and
state the case in order before your eyes."

Psalm 37:28, "For the LORD loves justice And does not forsake His godly
ones; They are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will
be cut off."

Isaiah 61:8, "For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt
offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with them."

And here, of course, viewers should particularly keep this verse in mind,

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but
fools despise wisdom and instruction."

35 Brutal, Scary & Terrifying Bible Realities Proving Eternal Torment for Damned
Sinners in HELL.

By Jonathan Edwards

Famous American Theologian

Larry. Special thanks for Puritan and Reformed Books, particularly Duane Linn of
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin.
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Theological Controversies by Jonathan Edwards from the Jonathan Edwards series.
Chapter 2 concerning the endless punishment of those who die impenitent.

In this chapter, Edwards continues his remarks on the false doctrine of annihilationism
with special emphasis on the absurd Roman Catholic doctrine of Purgatory. Edwards
eloquently and in great duration, reminds us of the duration of eternal damnation; that it
is eternal in duration.

Some of the expressions given in this chapter, of the wrath of God being executed against
the impenitent sinner, are graphic in illustration and may frighten small children.

This presentation is narrated/preached by Duanne Linn.

Before we proceed with the main presentation, I'd like to mention our Christian Answers
of Austin, Texas channel on Sermon Audio which can be seen here. There's a picture of
me, Larry Wessels, Director of Christian Answers and we have many of our videos on
Sermon Audio at this channel and also through my name, Larry Wessels, and many of
these videos come with free transcripts in English as well as over 20 other foreign
languages for those who like written transcripts.

For a short bio of Jonathan Edwards who made my top list of outstanding Bible teachers
and preachers on sermonaudio.com, it's our YouTube video concerning this subject. In
fact, if you notice here, that video at the time of this recording already has 629,871 views
which, to me, is astonishing but it shows that there is an interest in people wanting to find
out who the best preachers are, and Jonathan Edwards definitely made my list.

Jonathan Edwards was born on October 5, 1703 in East Windsor, Connecticut, into a
Puritan evangelical household. His childhood education as well as his undergraduate
years, 1716-1720, and graduate studies, 1721-1722, at Yale College immersed him not
only in the most current thought coming out of Europe, such as British empiricism and
continental rationalism, but also in the debates between the orthodox Calvinism of his
Puritan forebears and the more "liberal" movements that challenged it such as Deism,
Socinianism, Arianism, and especially Anglican Arminianism. Author of the most
famous sermon ever preached on North American soil, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God."

Duane Linn. Chapter 2, concerning the endless punishment of those who will die
impenitent.

1. The word "everlasting" is used in the very sentence of the Judge at the last day, whom
we cannot suppose to use rhetorical tropes and figures. The wicked that are finally
impenitent, are represented as wholly cast away, lost, made no account of, &c. which is
quite inconsistent with their punishment being medicinal, and for their good and
purification, and to fit them for final and eternal happiness. Eternal punishment is not
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eternal annihilation. Surely they will not be raised to life at the last day only to be
annihilated. "The words used to signify the duration of the punishment of the wicked, do,
in their etymology, truly signify a proper eternity; and if they are sometimes used in a
less strict sense, when the nature of the thing requires it, yet that can never pass as any
reason why they are not to be understood absolutely, when the subject is capable of it.
They are terms the most expressive of an endless duration, of any that can be used or
imagined. And they always signify so far positively endless, as to be express against any
other period or conclusion, than what arises from the nature of the thing. They are never
used in Scripture in any other limited sense, than to exclude all positive abolition,
annihilation, or conclusion, other than what the natural intent or constitution of the
subject spoken of must necessarily admit. The word a, "Greek," which is the word
generally used by the sacred writers, is, we know, derived from the adverb "Greek,"
which signifies forever, and cannot without force be used in any lower sense. And,
particularly, this is the word by which the eternal and immutable attributes of Deity are
several times expressed." That was Dodwell’s Sermon in answer to Whiston, page 1 and
number 5 and 16.

2. If the torments of hell are purifying pains, that purge the damned from their sins, it
must be by bringing them to repentance, convincing them of the evil of sin, and inducing
them to forsake it, and with a sincere heart to turn from sin to God, and heartily to choose
virtue and holiness. There is no other way for sinners twine purged as moral agents; and,
if hell fire is the means of any other purification, it cannot be a moral purification.

If the wicked in hell are the subjects of torments, in order to their purification, and so
being fitted for, and finally brought to, eternal happiness; then they are the subjects of a
dispensation, that is truly a dispensation of love, and of divine and infinite goodness and
benevolence, towards them. And if the design of the pains of hell be that of kind and
benevolent chastisement, to bring sinners to repentance, and compliance with the divine
will; then we cannot suppose that they will be continued after the sinner has repented, and
is actually brought to yield and comply. For that would be to continue them for no
purpose; to go on using means and endeavors to obtain the end, when the end is
accomplished, and the thing aimed at is fully obtained already. Moreover, if the damned,
after many ages suffering extreme torment in hell, are to be delivered, and made perfectly
and eternally happy, then they must be in a state of probation during this long season of
their confinement to such extreme misery. If they are not in a state of probation, or on
any trial how they will behave themselves under these severe and terrible inflictions of
wrath, but are to be delivered, and made eternally happy at the end of a certain period;
then what restraints are they under from giving an unbounded loose and license to their
wickedness, in expressions of enmity against God, in cursing and blaspheming, and
whatever their hearts are inclined to? And if they are in such a state as this, wherein they
are thus left to unrestrained wickedness, and every curb to their most wicked inclination
is taken off, being nevertheless sure of deliverance and everlasting happiness; how far is
this state fit to be a state of purgation of rational creatures and moral agents from sin,
being a state wherein they are so tar from means of repentance, reformation, and entirely
reclaiming and purging them from sin, that all manner of means are rather removed; and
so much is every restraint taken off, that they are given up wholly to sin, which, instead
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of purifying them, will tend above all things that can be conceived, to harden them in sin,
and desperately establish the habits of it?

3. A state of purgation of moral agents, that is, a state to bring sinners to repentance and
reformation, and not a state of trial, is a gross absurdity. If any should say, that, "though
we should maintain that the pains of hell are purifying pains, to bring sinners to
repentance, in order to their deliverance and eternal happiness; yet there will be no
necessity of supposing, either that they may sin with impunity, and so without restraint;
or that they are properly in a state of probation: for they have no probation whether they
shalt finally have eternal happiness, because it is absolutely determined by the benevolent
Creator, concerning his intelligent creatures, that they shall finally be brought to a state of
happiness: but yet their circumstances may be such as may tend greatly to restrain their
wickedness, because that the time of their torment shall be longer or shorter, according as
they behave themselves under their chastisements more or less perversely; or that their
torment shall be raised to a greater height, and additions be made in proportion to the
wickedness they commit in then purgatory flames." [Basically it's Edwards talking about
the Catholic doctrine of purgatory.]

To this I answer: Even on this supposition they are in a state of probation for a more
speedy possession of eternal life and happiness, and deliverance from further misery and
punishment; this makes their state as much a state of probation, as their state in the
present life. For here it is supposed by these men, that sinners are not in a state of trial,
whether ever they shall obtain eternal happiness or no; because that is absolutely
determined, and the determination known or knowable concerning all without any trial.
But only it is a state of trial whether they shall obtain eternal life so soon as at the end of
their lives, or at the day of judgment. Neither have they any trial during this life, whether
they shall escape all affliction and chastisement for sin or not; but whether they shall be
relieved from a state of suffering so soon, and shall-escape those severer and longer
chastisements that, with respect to many, are to come afterwards.

And on the supposition of the objection, there must be the proper circumstances of a state
of probation in hell, as well as on earth. There they must likewise be continued in that
state of free agency, that renders them properly the subjects of judgment and retribution.
For on the supposition of the objection, they shall be punished for their wickedness in
hell, by an addition to their misery proportioned to their sin; and they shall be the subjects
of God’s merciful strivings, endeavors, and means to bring them to repentance, as well as
here. And there must be a divine judgment alter the trial, to determine their retribution, as
much as after this life. And the same, or like things, must be determined by the Supreme
Judge, as will be determined at the day of judgment. At that great day, on the supposition
of such as I oppose, What will be determined concerning the impenitent? not what their
eternal state shall be, but only whether they shall have eternal happiness immediately;
whether they have repented, and are qualified for immediate admission to heavenly glory;
or, whether the bestowment of it shall be delayed, and farther chastisements made use of,
and so it must be again after their castigatory purifying pains. At the end of all, there
must be a judgment, whether now they truly repent, and so have performed the condition
of deliverance, and immediate admission to the state of the blessed, or whether there shall
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be a further season of misery; which brings it in all respects to be a proper judgment, as
much as that at the general resurrection; and the preceding time of the use of means and
God’s striving with them to bring them to repentance, is as much a proper time of trial in
order to judgment, as the time of this life.

4. But if the damned are in a state of trial, let it be considered how unreasonable this is. If
they are in a state of trial, then they must be in a state of liberty and moral agency, as
those men will doubtless own; and so, according to their notion of liberty, must be under
no necessity of continuing in their rebellion and wickedness, but may cast away their
abominations, and turn to God and their duty, in a thorough subjection to his will, very
speedily. And then, seeing the end of their probationary state, and the severe means God
uses with them to bring them to repentance, is obtained; how unreasonable will it be to
suppose, that God, after this, would continue them still under hell torments for a long
succession of ages? But if God should speedily deliver them on their speedy repentance,
how are the threatenings and predictions of their everlasting punishment fulfilled in any
sense, according to the sense even of those who deny the absolute eternity of the misery
of hell, and hold, that the words everlasting and forever, &c. when applied to the misery
of the damned, are not to be taken in the strictest sense? They yet allow they signify a
very long time, a great many ages.

5. If the devils and damned spirits are in a state of probation, and have liberty of will, and
are under the last and most extreme means to bring them to repentance, and consequently
the greatest means, having the strongest tendency of all to be effectual, I say, if thus, then
is it possible that the greatest part, if not all, of them may be reclaimed by those extreme
means, and may be brought to thorough repentance before the day of judgment; yea, it is
possible, it might be very soon. And, if so, how could it certainly be predicted concerning
the devil, that he would do such and such great things in opposition to Christ and his
church, from age to age? and that at last he should be judged and punished, and have
God’s wrath more terribly executed upon him? That's Revelation 20:10. "And the devil
that deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night, for ever and ever." And how is it said
in Scripture, that when he fell, he was cast down from heaven, and reserved under chains
of darkness unto judgment? The expression seems naturally to signify strong and
irrefragable bonds, which admit of no comfort or hope of escape. And besides, a being
reserved in chains unto judgment, is not consistent with the appointment of another time
of trial and opportunity to escape the judgment and condemnation. It is said in Jude 6,
“They are reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day.” And if any of the separate souls of the wicked, that are in the case that the soul of
the rich man was in, when he died and lift up his eyes in hell being in torments, should
repent and be delivered he-fore the day of judgment, and so should appear at the ‘right
hand among the righteous at that day, then how could that be verified, that's 2 Corinthians
5:10, “For we must all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may
receive the things done in his body, whether good or bad?” And we have reason to think,
that the time of standing before the judgment-seat of Christ, which the apostle has a
special respect to, is the day of judgment, if we compare this with other scriptures; as that
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of the same apostle, Acts 17:31, “He hath appointed a day in which he will judge the
world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained.” And many other places.

6. And how does their being in a state of trial, many of them for so many ages after death
before the day of judgment, during all which time they have opportunity to repent, consist
with those words of Christ, Mark 8:38, “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels?” How is their
continuing in a state of trial from the time of that generation, and from the end of their
lives to the day of judgment, consistent with its being declared to them from God
beforehand, that they shall certainly be condemned at the day of judgment? or, with
Christ’s certifying them beforehand, that whatever trial they shall have, whatever
opportunity God should give them for repentance and pardon, for so many ages, all
would be in vain; which in effect is passing the sentence. We may argue in like manner,
from those words, Matthew 10:14, 15, “And whosoever shall not receive you, and hear
your words, verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city.” So Matthew 11:21-24, “Woe unto
thee, Chorazin, woe unto thee, Bethsaida: I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art
exalted to heaven, shalt be brought down to hell. I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.”

It is here declared, what the state of those obstinate unbelievers should be at the day of
judgment for their wickedness here in the body, with an asseveration, I my unto you. And
sentence indeed is passed beforehand upon them by their Judge, concerning their
punishment that shall be executed upon them at the day of judgment. The declaration is
made in the form of a solemn denunciation or sentence: Woe until thee, Chorazin, woe
unto thee, Bethsaida, &c. And is it reasonable to suppose, that the very Judge that is to
judge them at the end of the world, would peremptorily declare, that they should not
escape punishment at the day of judgment; yea, solemnly denounce sentence upon them,
dooming them to the distinguished punishment they should then suffer for their obstinacy
in their lifetime; and yet appoint another time of trial, of a great many hundred years
between their death and the day of judgment, wherein they should have opportunity to
escape that punishment?

7. It 1s here also to be observed, that the wicked inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah
should be condemned to misery at the day of judgment, though they had already been in
their purifying flames, and in a state of probation. The apostle, Romans 2:16, repeatedly
tells us, when these things shall be, that men shall thus receive their retribution; “In the
day when God shall judge the secrets of men according to my gospel”; which shows that
this life is the only state of trial, and that all men shall be judged at the end of the world
according to their behavior in this life, and not according to their behavior in another state
of trial, between this life and that day. So it is apparent, by 2 Thessalonians 1:5-9,
“Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God seeing it is a righteous thing
with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you. When the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on
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them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ; who shall be punished
with ever-lusting destruction,” &c. Here it is manifest, that all who are obstinate
unbelievers, rejectors of the gospel, shall at the day of judgment be punished with
everlasting destruction. So that no room is left for a state of trial, and a space to repent
before that time for ages in hell. So it is apparent, Matthew 24, that none will be found at
the right hand, but they that have done such good works, as can be done only in this
world; which would not be declared beforehand, if there was an opportunity given for
millions of others to obtain that privilege.

8. It may be proved, that the day of man’s trial, and the time of God’s striving in the use
of means to bring him to repentance, and waiting for his repentance under the use of
means, will not be continued after this life, from those words, Genesis 6:6, “My Spirit
shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh; yet his days shall be 120 years.”
It is as much as to say, that it is not fit that this day of trial and opportunity should last
always to obstinate, perverse sinners. It is fit some bounds should be set to my striving
and waiting on such as abuse the day of my patience; and that merciful means and
gracious calls should not be continued, without limits, to them that trample all means and
mercies under-foot, and turn a deaf ear to all calls and invitations, and treat them with
constant contempt. Therefore I will fix a certain limit; I will set their bounds to 120 years;
when, if they repent not, I will put an end to all their lives, and with their lives shall be an
end of my striving and waiting. This, which in Genesis is called God’s Spirit striving, is
by the apostle Peter expressed by the waiting of the long-suffering of God;1 Peter 3:20.
But, according to the doctrine we are opposing, instead of God’s striving and using
means to bring those wicked men to repentance, and waiting in the use of striving and
endeavours 120 years, or to the end of their lives, and no longer; he has gone on still
since that, for above 4,000 years, striving with them in the use of more powerful means to
bring them to repentance, and waiting on them, and will continue to do so for so long a
time afterwards, that the time is often called everlasting, and represented as enduring for
ever and ever.

9. Those words of Christ, “I must work the works of him that sent me while it is day, the
night cometh wherein no man can work,” John 9:4, prove that there is no other day of
trial after this life. Christ having undertaken for us, and taken on him our nature, and
appearing in the form of a servant, and standing as our surety and representative, had a
great work appointed him of God to do in this life for eternity. He could not obtain
eternal life and happiness for himself any other way, than by doing that work in this life,
which was the time of his probation for eternity, as well as ours. And therefore his words
imply as much as if he had said, I must do that work which God has appointed me to do
for eternity, that great service which must be done, as I would be eternally happy, now
while the day of life lasts, which is the only day appointed for the trial of man’s
faithfulness in the service of God, in order to his being accepted to eternal rewards. Death
is coming, which will be the setting of the sun, and the end of this day; after which no
work will remain, nothing to be done that will be of any significance in order to the
obtaining of the recompence of eternal felicity.
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10. And doubtless to the same purpose is that in Ecclesiastes 9, “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might: for there is no work,” (or no man can work,) “nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.” As much as to say,
after this life, nothing can be done, nothing invented or devised, in order to your
happiness; no wisdom or art will serve you to any such purpose, if you neglect the time of
the present life. It is unreasonable to suppose the wise man means only that we should in
this life do all that we can in temporal concerns, and to promote our temporal interest,
and that nothing can be done towards this after this life: not only as this would be an
observation of very little importance, it being as flat and impertinent as if he had said,
whatever your hand finds to do this year, do it with your might; for nothing that you do or
devise the next year, will signify any thing to promote your interest and happiness this
year: but also because the wise man himself, in the conclusion of this book, informs us,
that his drift through the whole book is, to induce us to do a spiritual work; to fear God
and keep his commandments, in order, riot to happiness in this life, (which he tells us
throughout the book is never to be expected,) but in order to a future happiness and
retribution in consequence of a judgment to come; 12:13,14, “Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter; Fear God, and keep his commandments: For this is the whole” (i. e.
the whole business, the whole concern) “of man. For God will bring every work into
judgment, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

11. If the wicked in hell are in a state of trial, under severe chastisement, as means in
order to their repentance and obtaining the benefit of God’s favour in eternal rewards,
then they are in a state of such freedom as makes them moral agents, and the proper
subjects of judgment and retribution. Then those terrible chastisements are made use of as
the most powerful means of all, more efficacious than all the means used in this life
which prove ineffectual, and which proving insufficient to overcome sinners’ obstinacy,
and prevail with their hard hearts, God is compelled to relinquish them all, and have
recourse to those torments as the last means, the most effectual and powerful. If the
torments of hell are to last ages of ages, then it must be because sinners in hell all this
while are obstinate; and though they are free agents as to this matter, yet they wilfully
and perversely refuse, even under such great means, to repent, forsake their sins, and turn
to God. It must be further supposed, that all this while they have the offers of immediate
mercy and deliverance made to them, if they will comply. Now, if this be the case, and
they shall go on in such wickedness, and continue in such extreme obstinacy and
pertinaciousness, for so many ages, (as is supposed, by its being thought their torments
shall be so long continued,) how desperately will their guilt be increased! How many
thousand times more guilty at the end of the term, than at the beginning! And therefore
they will be much the more proper objects of divine severity, deserving God’s wrath, and
still a thousand times more severe or longer continued chastisements than the past; and
therefore it is not reasonable to suppose, that all the damned should be delivered from
misery, and received to God’s favor, and made the subjects of eternal salvation and glory
at that time, when they are many thousand times more unworthy of it, more deserving of
continuance in misery, than when they were first cast into hell. It is not likely that the
infinitely wise God should so order the matter. And if their misery should be augmented,
and still lengthened out much longer, to atone for their new contracted guilt; they must be
supposed to continue impenitent, till that second additional time of torment is ended; at
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the end of which their guilt will still be risen higher, and vastly increased beyond what it
was before. And, at this rate, where can there be any place for an end of their misery?

12. Tt further appears from what was observed above, that the sinner continuing obstinate
in wickedness under such powerful means to reclaim him, for so long a time, will be so
far from being more and more purged, or brought nearer to repentance, that he will be
farther from it. Wickedness in his heart will be vastly established and increased. For, it
may be laid down as an axiom, that the longer men continue willfully in wickedness, the
more is the habit of sin established, and the more and more will the heart be hardened in
it. Again, it maybe laid down as another axiom, that the greater and more powerful the
means are, that are used to bring men to reform and repent, which they resist, and are
obstinate under, the more desperately are men hardened in sin, and the more the principle
of it in the heart is confirmed. It may be laid down as a third axiom, that long continuance
in perverse and obstinate rebellion against any particular kind of means, tends to render
those particular means vain, ineffectual, and hopeless.

After the damned in hell have stood it out with such prodigious perverseness and
stoutness, for ages of ages, in their rebellion and enmity against God, refusing to bow to
his will under such constant, severe, mighty chastisements, attended all the while with
offers of mercy, what a desperate degree of hardness of heart and fixed strength of
habitual wickedness will they have contracted at last, and inconceivably farther will they
be from a penitent, humble, and pure heart, than when first cast into hell! And if the
torments should be lengthened out still longer, and also their impenitence, (as by the
supposition one will not end before the other does,) still the farther will the heart be from
being purified. And so, at this rate, the torments will never at all answer their end, and
must be lengthened out to all eternity.

13. Matthew 5:25-26, “Agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art in the way with
him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to
the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt not come out
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.” These words imply, that sinners are in
the way with their adversary, having opportunity to be reconciled to him but for a short
season, inasmuch as it is intimated, that they must agree with him quickly, or they shall
cease to be in the way with him, or to have opportunity to obtain his favor anymore. But,
if they shall be continued in a state of probation after death to the end of the world, and
after that for ages, how far, how very far, are these words of Christ from representing the
matter as it is?

14. That some even in this world are utterly forsaken of God, and given up to their own
hearts’ lusts, proves that these men never will be purified from their sins. That God
should, in the future world, use great means to purify them, and fit them for eternal
happiness and glory, in the enjoyment of himself, is not consistent with the supposition,
that, after the use of great means and endeavors with them in this world, he gives them up
to sin, because of their incorrigibleness and perverse obstinate continuance in rebellion,
under the use of those great means, and so leaves them to be desperately hardened in sin,
and to soon and increase their guilt, and multiply transgressions to their utter ruin
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[actually that should read and to go on and increase their guilt and multiply transgressions
to their utter ruin]; which is agreeable to manifold representations of Scripture. This is
not agreeable to the scheme of such as suppose, that God is all the while, before and after
death, prosecuting the design of purifying and preparing them for eternal glory. Consider
Psalm 92:7, “When the wicked spring as grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do
flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed forever.” These places show, God has no
merciful design with those whom he gives up to sin.

15. The apostle, in Hebrews 6:4-6 says, “It is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, &c. if they fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
him to an open shame,” &c. [that sounds like transubstantiation]. The apostle speaks of
their renovation to repentance, as never likely to happen; for this reason, that they have
proved irreclaimable under such great means to bring them to repentance, and have
thereby so desperately hardened their hearts, and contracted such great guilt by sinning
against such great light, and trampling on such great privileges. But if so, how much
more unlikely still will it be, that they should ever be renewed to repentance, after they
have gone on still more and more to harden their hearts by an obstinate, willful
continuance in sin, many thousand years longer, under much greater means; and have
therefore done immensely more to establish the habit of sin, and increase the hardness of
their hearts; and after their guilt is so vastly increased instead of being diminished! If it be
impossible to bring them to repentance, after they have rebelled against such light and
knowledge of Christ, and the things of another world, as they had in this life; how much
more impossible is it, when added to this, they have had that infinitely greater and clearer
knowledge and view of those things to be manifested at the day of judgment! Then they
shall see Christ in the glory of his Father with all his holy angels; shall see his great
majesty, and know the truth of his promises and threatenings, by sight and experience;
and shall see all those ineffable manifestations of the glory of Christ, of his power,
omniscience, strict inflexible justice, infinite holiness and purity, truth and faithfulness,
and his infinite mercy to penitents [that's p-e-n-i-t-e-n-t-s]. They shall then see the
dreadful consequences of rebellion and wickedness, and the infinitely happy and glorious
consequences of the contrary; and, even at this time, (on the supposition,) have the offers
of mercy and deliverance from that dreadful misery, and the enjoyment of the favor of
their great Judge, and participation of all the happiness and glory of the righteous which
they shall see at his right hand, if then they will throw down the weapons of their
rebellion, and repent, and comply with his will. But if they still, from the greatness of
their enmity and perverseness, obstinately and willfully refuse, yea, and continue still
thus refusing, even after they have actually felt the terrible wrath of God, and are cast into
the lake of fire; yea, after they have continued there many ages, all the while under offers
of mercy on repentance; I say, if it be impossible to renew them to repentance, after their
rebelling against and trampling on the light and knowledge, and means used with them in
this world, so that it is not to be expected, because of the degree of hardness and guilt
contracted by it; how much less is it to be expected at the day of judgment, after all this
obstinacy manifested, and guilt contracted? If guilt be contracted by despising such
means and advantages as the apostle has respect to in this life, that it may be compared to
guilt that would be contracted by crucifying Christ afresh; how much more, when added
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to this, they shall so openly have despised Christ, when appearing to them in all the
terrors, and glories, and love, that shall be manifested at the day of judgment, in their
immediate and most clear view, and all is offered to them, if they will but yield
subjection to him; and their enmity shall have appeared so desperate as rather to choose
that dreadful lake of fire, and shall have continued in their choice even after they have
felt the severity of that torment without rest day or night for many ages?

16. That all shall not be finally purified and saved, is manifest from Matthew 12:31-32,
“Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men;
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, neither in the world to come.” Also, Mark 3:28-29, “Verily I say unto you, All
sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and all blasphemies wherewithsoever they
shall blaspheme; but he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.” And 1 John 5:16, “If any man see his
brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them
that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say he shall pray for it.” From
each of these places it is manifest, that he that is guilty of blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost, shall surely be damned, without any deliverance from his punishment, or end to it.
The various expressions that are used, serve much to certify and fix the import of others.
In Matthew 12:31 it is said, “The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven
unto men.” The negative is general, and equally respects all times. If this sin should be
forgiven at a remote time, it would be as contrary to such a negative, as if it were
forgiven immediately. But, to determine us that Christ has respect to all times, even the
remotest, and that he means to deny that he shall be forgiven at any time whatsoever, in
Mark it is said, “He shall never be forgiven; or, hath never forgiveness"; and, lest this
never should be interpreted to mean, never as long as he lives, or never in this world, it is
said in Matthew 12:32, “It shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the
world to come.” And lest it should be said, that, although he never is forgiven, yet that
does not hinder but that there may be an end to his punishment; because he may suffer all
he deserves in suffering a temporal punishment, or punishment of a limited, long
duration; and he that is acquitted in paying all his debt, is not said to be forgiven his debt:
another expression is used in Mark, which shows that he shall always suffer damnation,
and never have deliverance from his misery, whether by forgiveness or without it. “Hath
never forgiveness, but is in danger of to come,” show the meaning of the word eternal
here, to be such as absolutely excludes any period, any time of favor, wherein
condemnation and punishment shall have ceased. And what the apostle John says of those
who commit the unpardonable sin, confirms the whole, and proves that he that has
committed this sin remains under no dispensation of mercy, and that no favor is ever to
be hoped for from God; and therefore it is not our duty to pray for such favor. "There is a
sin unto death, I do not say he shall pray for it”; or, I give you no direction to pray for
them that sin this sin unto death.

17. Thus it is evident, that all wicked men will not have an end to their damnation; but
when it is said, they are in danger of eternal or everlasting damnation, the word eternal is
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to be understood in the strictest sense. The same terms are used concerning all impenitent
sinners, that they shall be sentenced to eternal punishment, and shall go into everlasting
punishment, &c. That their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; and they shall
be tormented forever and ever; and such terms are used after this world comes to an end;
and also when they who have committed the unpardonable sin, and others, shall be
sentenced all together to an everlasting fire, in the same terms. It is unreasonable to
suppose that the punishment of some will be everlasting, in an infinitely different sense
from others jointly sentenced; and that the duration of the punishment of one shall be
perfectly as nothing, compared with the duration of the punishment of the other, infinitely
less than a second to a million of ages. And it is unreasonable to suppose such a
difference, also on this account, that there cannot be such a difference in the demerit of
them that commit the unpardonable sin, and the demerit of the sins of all other wicked
men, some of whom are exceedingly, and almost inconceivably, wicked. There cannot be
a truly infinite difference in their guilt, as there must be a properly infinite difference
between the dreadfulness of those torments that have an end, however long continued,
and however great, and the torments of a truly and strictly everlasting fire.

18. If the damned in hell shall all finally be saved, they shall be saved without Christ. It is
manifest, that Christ’s saving work will be at an end at the day of judgment; for, as Christ
has a twofold office, that of the Savior of the world, and the Judge of the world; so, the
business of the latter office properly succeeds the former. It is not fit, in the nature of
things, that he should come into the world and appear openly in the character of universal
Judge, to decide men's state in consequence of the trial there has been for making their
state better by salvation till that trial is over, and all its effects completed, when no more
is to be hoped as to altering their state for the better by his salvation. Therefore Christ, at
his first coming, appeared in order to save men from condemnation and a sentence of
eternal misery; and not to judge them; as he tells us, John 12:47, “If any man hear my
words and believe not, I judge him not: for I came, not to judge the world, but to save the
world.” See also chapter 3:17, and 8:15. But the great business he will come upon at his
second coining, as is abundantly declared, is to judge the world. And it is also
exceedingly plain, that Christ’s saving work will be at an end at the day of judgment;
because we read, 2 Corinthian 15, that at the end of the world he will deliver up his
kingdom; he will resign his commission: which proves, that the work of salvation, which
is the design of it, will be at an end, when all his enemies, all that rejected him, and
would not have him to rule over them, and so have failed of his salvation, shall be made
his footstool, shall be condemned and destroyed. Instead of being the heirs of salvation,
he shall come in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not
the gospel of Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruction, &c. When
he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe, 2
Thessalonians 1:8-10.

19. If the damned, after they have suffered awhile, are to be delivered, and to have eternal
life; then the present dispensation of grace and life to the fallen children of men, that was
introduced by Christ and his apostles, is not the last; but another is to be introduced after
this has proved unprofitable and ineffectual. But, that a new dispensation of grace should
thus be introduced, because that which was brought in by Christ and his apostles, proves

Page 12 of 30



weak and unprofitable through men’s corruption, and there appears to be need of one
which shall be more effectual, is not agreeable to the Scripture. For this dispensation is
spoken of as the last and most perfect, wherein perfection was reached, Hebrews 7:19,
“For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did.” And also
chapter 11:40, "God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should
not be made perfect.” The ancient dispensation is spoken of as that which God found
fault with, in proving ineffectual through the corruption of men; and so he introduced a
new administration, that should not be liable to exception, and therefore should not wax
old, or be ever liable to vanish away and give place to another, Hebrews 8:6 to the end.
So he speaks of the things of that ancient dispensation, as things which were liable to be
shaken and removed; but of the things of the new dispensation then introduced, as those
that could not be shaken, but should remain forever; Hebrews 12:25 to the end; and 2
Corinthians 3:11. The dispensation of the New Testament is often spoken of in the
prophecies of the Old Testament as an everlasting dispensation, Jeremiah 31:31-32,
32:40; Isaiah 61:8, Ezekiel 37:26.

20. To suppose that, after all the means of grace that are used in this world, Moses and
the prophets, Christ and the gospel, the warnings of God’s word, and the exhibitions of
glorious gospel grace, have been despised and obstinately withstood, so as to make the
case desperate as to their success, God has other means in reserve, to be used afterwards
to make men holy, that will be more powerful, and shall be effectual; is not agreeable to
Scripture. Particularly, Luke 16:27 to the end: “Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father,
that thou wouldst send him to my father’s house: for I have five brethren; that he may
testify to them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father
Abraham, but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto
him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one
rose from the dead.” And this is especially manifest, from Revelation 22:10-12, “And he
saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.
He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still. And
behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his
works shall be.”

I think the meaning must be either, The time is quickly coming, when every man’s state
will be fixed, inasmuch as [ am quickly coming to judgment, to fix every man’s state
unalterably, according as his work shall be; and after that there will be no alteration, nor
any means or endeavors in order to it; but he that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he
that is filthy, let him be filthy still: and if this be the meaning, it makes it evident, that
Christ will not immediately proceed to the use of the most powerful and effectual means
of all, to change the state of the unjust and filthy, to purify them and make them holy, and
fit them for eternal glory, with infallible success. Or, the meaning must be this, which
seems to be much the most probable: Christ having given this last revelation to his church
to be added to the book of Scripture, with which the canon was to be shut up and sealed,
by the instrumentality of the apostle John, who lived the longest of the apostles, and
wrote this book after all the rest were dead; orders John, verse 10, to publish this book,
wherein such great future judgments are revealed as coming on the wicked, and such an
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affecting declaration of the future glory of the saints, to enforce the rest of God’s word
and means of grace; and then intimates, that no more revelations are to be expected, no
more instructions and warnings are to be added to the word of God, as the steady means
of grace, any further to confirm and enforce the rest; and the next revelation that is to be
expected, and that Christ will make of himself to the world, is to be his immediate
appearance in judgment, to fix unalterably every man’s state according to his works,
according to the improvement he shall have made of those past revelations, instructions,
and warnings: and therefore, those that will not be purified by those means, are not to
expect that better or other means will ever be used with them; but he that is unjust must
remain so still, and he that is filthy must be filthy still, and he that is righteous shall be
righteous still, and he that is holy shall be holy still. Thus Christ takes leave of his church
till his last coming, warning them to improve the means of grace they have, and
informing them that they are never to have any other: They have Moses and the prophets;
and, in the writings of the New Testament, they have more glorious, powerful, and
efficacious revelations of me. Those writings I now finish and seal. Let them hear these,
and make a good improvement of them; for these are the last means I shall ever use to
change man’s state. This is inconsistent with his reserving his greatest and most powerful
means, with a determined certain success, to be used after the day of judgment.

21. They who suppose the damned are made to suffer the torments of hell for their
purification, suppose, that God is herein prosecuting his grand design of benevolence to
his creatures; yea, benevolence to the sufferers; and that he does not use these severe
means but from necessity for their good, because all gentle remedies prove ineffectual.
Now it is unreasonable to suppose that God is under any necessity of inflicting such
extreme torments upon them for so long a time, in order to their being brought to
repentance; and that,

1. If we consider the nature of things: torments inflicted have no tendency to bring a
wicked man to repentance directly and properly, if by repentance we mean an alteration
of the disposition, carnal appetites, and taste of the mind. We know by experience, that
pain inflicted for gratifying an appetite, may make men afraid to gratify the appetite; but
they do not change the inclination, or destroy the appetite. They may make men willing
to comply with external exercises, of which they have a distaste, and to which their heart,
in its relish and inclinations, is averse; yet not from love to the things complied with, but
from hatred of pain, and love of ease. So that the man complies in some sense; but his
heart does not comply. He is only driven, and as it were forced; and an increase of pain
alters not the nature of things. It may make a man more earnestly to desire freedom from
pain; but still there is no more to be expected from it, than is in the tendency of pain,
which is not to give a new nature, a new heart, or a new natural relish and disposition. It
is not granted, that even long continued pains and practice will gradually raise an habitual
love to virtue. The pains of the damned being great and long continued, may more and
more convince them of the folly of their negligence and fearlessness in sin, and may
make them willing to take some pains, but will not show them the beauty of holiness, or
the odiousness of sin, so as to cause them to hate sin on its own account.
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Can anyone that considers human nature, especially of those that deny an innate,
desperate wickedness of heart, (as the men that we have this controversy with generally
do,) doubt in the least, whether, if a man should be in a furnace of fire for one day only,
alive and full of quick sense, and should retain a full and lively remembrance of his
misery, it would not be sufficient to make him wholly comply with all the pains and
outward self-denial requisite in order to an universal, external obedience to the precepts
of the word of God, rather than have those torments renewed and continued for ages; and
indeed rather than endure one more such day? What pains would not such a man be
willing to suffer? What labors could be too much? What would he not be willing to part
with, in foregoing worldly wealth or pleasures? Would not the most covetous man, that
had felt such a rod as this, be willing to part with all his treasures of silver and gold? and
the most ambitious man be willing to live in a cottage or wilderness? the most voluptuous
man to part with his pleasures? Would he need first to endure many ages of such torment,
before he would be willing thus far to comply? It is against all principles of human nature
to suppose it. If he retains the remembrance of the torment, in a lively idea of it, it must
unspeakably outweigh the most lively and affecting and attractive ideas of the good
things of the world. The supposition, therefore, of his not being brought to compliance by
less torment, is as unreasonable as to suppose, that a mote of dust would sink the scale,
being put in a balance with a talent of lead, or with ten thousand talents. If the Most High
compassionate these poor wretches., and has nothing but a kind and gracious design of
infinite mercy and bounty towards them, why does he take such dreadful measures with
them? Will no other do? Cannot infinite wisdom find out some gentler method to bring to
pass the same design? If it be said, that no other can accomplish the effect, consistently
with the freedom of will; I answer, What means can be devised, having a greater
tendency to drive men, and compel them to comply with the thing required, (if there be
any such thing,) without acting freely, and as persons left to their own free choice, than
such a rod not only held over, but used upon them in such an amazing manner, by an
omnipotent hand?

2. It is apparent, from what has often come to pass, that God is in no necessity of making
use of such dreadful and long-continued torments, in order to bring sinners to repentance.
It is most unreasonable to suppose, that no sinners that ever were converted in this world,
were, before their conversion, as wicked and as hard-hearted as some of those that have
died impenitent; as Saul the persecutor, afterwards the apostle Paul, and some of the
converts, in the second chapter of Acts, who had had a hand in Christ’s crucifixion, and
innumerable instances of persecutors and others, who have been brought to repentance
since those days. Such were converted by gentler means than those pains of hell, in what
the Scripture calls everlasting burnings; and that without any infringement of liberty
necessary to their being moral agents. It would be unreasonable to suppose, that all those
eighteen, on whom the tower of Siloam fell, were good men. But Christ would not have
his hearers imagine they were worse than themselves; and yet intimates, that there was a
possibility of their escaping future misery by repentance.

3. So far as pain and affliction are made use of to bring men to repentance, it is apparent

God can make infinitely less severe chastisement effectual, together with such influences
and assistances of his Spirit, as are not inconsistent with the persons’ moral agency in
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their forsaking sin and turning to God. And, if it should be said, that none of them had the
habits of sin so confirmed, as all such as die in sin; I would answer, That this is very
unreasonably supposed: and if it should be allowed, yet it cannot be pretended, that the
difference of guilt and hard-heartedness is proportionable at all to the severity of the
chastisement used for purgation. If no more than ten degrees of pain, or one year’s
chastisement, be requisite for the overcoming of five degrees of strength of the habit of
sin, one would think, that less than 100,000 degrees, or 100,000 years’ chastisement,
should be sufficient to overcome ten degrees of strength of the same habit.

22. If the torments of hell are purifying pains, and are used by a God of universal
benevolence towards his creatures, as necessary means for the purgation of the wicked
from sin, and their being fitted for, and finally brought to, eternal happiness in the
enjoyment of the love of God; then it will follow, that the damned in hell are still the
objects of God’s mercy and kindness, and that in the torments they suffer, they are the
subjects of a dispensation of grace and benevolence. All is for their good; all is the best
kindness that can be done them, the most benevolent treatment they are capable of, in
their state of mind; and, in all, God is but chastising them as a wise and loving father,
with a grieved and compassionate heart, gives necessary chastisement to sons whom he
loves, and whose good he seeks to the utmost; in all he does he is only prosecuting a
design of infinite kindness and favor [I'm sorry for laughing, guys, I just, I can't believe
that some people actually believe this madness of purgatory. I continue]. And indeed,
some of the chief of those who are in the scheme of purifying pains, expressly maintain,
that, instead of being the fruits of vindictive justice, they are the effects of God's
benevolence, not only to the system of intelligent creatures in general, but to the sufferers
themselves. Now, how far are these things from being agreeable to the representation
which is made of things in the Holy Scriptures?

The Scriptures represent the damned as thrown away of God; as things that are good for
nothing; and which God makes no account of, Matthew 13:48. As dross, and not gold and
silver, or any valuable metal, Psalm 119:119, “Thou puttest away all the wicked of the
earth as dross.” So Ezekiel 22:18; Jeremiah 6:28-30, as salt that has lost its savor; as good
for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under-foot of men; as stubble that is left, and as
the chaff thrown out to be scattered by the wind, and go whither that shall happen to carry
it, instead of being gathered and laid up as that which is of any value. Psalm 1:4; Job
21:18 and 35:5, as that which shall be thrown away as completely worthless, as chaff, and
stubble, and tares; all which are thrown away as not worthy of any care to save them; yea,
are thrown into the fire, to be burnt up as mere nuisances, as fit for nothing but to be
destroyed, and therefore are cast into the fire to be destroyed and done with, Matthew
3:12 and 12:30 and Job 21:18 as barren trees, trees that are good for nothing; and not
only so, but cumberers of the ground; and as such, shall be cut down and cast into the
fire, Matthew 3:10 and 7:19; Luke 13:7, as barren branches in a vine, that are cut off and
castaway; as good for nothing, and gathered and burned, John 15:6, as thrown out and
purged away as the filth of the world. Thus, it is said, Job 20:7, “That the wicked shall
perish for ever, as his own dung.” They are spoken of as those that shall be spued out of
God’s mouth; as thrown into the lake of fire; as the great sink [or stink] of all the filth of
the creation; Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
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murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
share in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.” As briers and thorns, that are not
only completely worthless in a field, but hurtful and pernicious; and are nigh unto
cursing, whose end is to be burned; Hebrews 6, i.e. the husbandman throws them into the
fire, and so has done with them forever. He does not still take care of them, in order to
make them fruitful and flourishing plants in his garden of delights. The wicked, it is said,
shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world, Job 18:18. Instead
of being treated by God with benevolence, chastening them with the compassion and
kindness of a father, for their great and everlasting good, they, at that day, when God
shall gather his children together, to make them experience the blessed fruits of the love
of a heavenly Father, shall be shut out as dogs, Revelation 21:7-8 with chapter 22:14-15.
And are represented as vessels to dishonor, vessels of wrath, fit for nothing else, but to
contain wrath and misery. They are spoken of as those that perish and lose their souls;
that are lost, 2 Corinthians 4:4. Those that lose themselves and are cast away; those that
are destroyed, consumed, &c. which representations do not agree with such as are under a
dispensation of kindness, and the means of a physician, in order to their eternal life,
health, and happiness, though the means are severe. When God, of old, by his prophets,
denounced his terrible judgments against Jerusalem and the people of Israel, against
Moab, Tyre, Egypt, Assyria, &c. which judgments, though long continued, were not
designed to be perpetual; there were mixed with those awful denunciations, or added to
them, promises or intimations of future mercy. But, when the Scripture speaks of God’s
dealings with ungodly men in another world, there are nothing but declarations and
denunciations of wrath and misery, and no intimations of mercy; no gentle terms used, no
significations of divine pity, no exhortations to humiliation under God’s awful hand, or
calls to seek his face and favor, and turn and repent. The account that the Scripture gives
of the treatment that wicked men shall meet with after this life, is very inconsistent with
the notion of their being from necessity subjected to harsh means of cure, and severe
chastisement, with a benevolent, gracious design of their everlasting good; particularly
the manner in which Christ will treat them at the day of judgment. He will bid the wicked
depart from him as cursed.

23. We have no account of any invitations to accept of mercy; any counsels to repent, that
they may speedily be delivered from this misery. But it is represented that then they shall
be made his footstool. He shall triumph over them. He will trample upon them as men are
wont to tread grapes in a wine-press, when they trample with all their might, to that very
end that they may effectually crush them in pieces. He will tread them in his anger, and
trample them in his fury, and, as he says, their blood shall be sprinkled on his garments,
and he will stain all his raiment, Isaiah 63 at the beginning; Revelation 14:19-20 and
chapter 19:15 in which last place it is said, he treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God. These things do not savor of chastening with compassion
and benevolence, and as still prosecuting a design of love toward them, that he may in the
end actually be their Savior, and the means of their eternal glory. There is nothing in the
account of the day of judgment, that looks as though saints had any love or pity for the
wicked, on account of the terrible long-continued torments which they must suffer. Nor
indeed will the accounts that are given admit of supposing any such thing. We have an
account of their judging them, and being with Christ in condemning them, concurring in
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the sentence, wherein he bids them begone from him as cursed with devils into eternal
fire; but no account of their praying for them, nor of their exhorting them to consider and
repent.

They shall not be grieved, but rather rejoice at the glorious manifestations of God’s
justice, holiness, and majesty, in their dreadful perdition, and shall triumph with Christ,
Revelation 18:20 and 19 at the beginning. They shall be made Christ’s footstool, and so
they shall be the footstool of the saints. Psalm 68:23, “That thy foot may be dipped in the
blood of thine enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same.” If the damned were the
objects of divine benevolence, and designed by God for the enjoyment of his eternal love,
doubtless it would be required of all God’s children to love them, and to pity them, and
pray for them, and seek their good; as here in this world it is required of them to love
their enemies, to be kind to the evil and unjust; and to pity and pray for the vilest of men,
that were their own persecutors, because they are the subjects of God’s mercy in many
respects, and are fit objects of infinite divine mercy and love. If Christ, the head of all the
church, pities the damned and seeks their good, doubtless his members ought to do so
too. If the saints in heaven ought to pity the damned, as well as the saints on earth are
obligated to pity the wicked that dwell here; doubtless their pity ought to be in some
proportion to the greatness of the calamities of the objects pt it, and the greatness of the
number of those they see in misery. But if they had pity and sympathizing grief in such
measure as this, for so many ages, what an alloy would it be to their happiness! God is
represented as whetting his glittering sword, bending his bow, and making ready his
arrows on the string against wicked men, and lifting his hand to heaven, and swearing,
that he will render vengeance to his enemies, and reward them that hate him, and make
his arrows drunk with their blood, and that his sword shall devour their flesh.
Deuteronomy 32:40-42 and Psalm 12:11-13. Certainly this is the language and conduct of
an enemy, not of a friend, or of a compassionate chastising father.

24. The degree of misery and torment that shall be inflicted, is an evidence that God is
not acting the part of benevolence and compassion, and only chastening from a kind and
gracious principle and design. It is evident, that it is God’s manner, when he thus afflicts
men for their good, and chastens them with compassion, to stay his rough wind in the day
of his east wind; to correct in measure; to consider the frame of those that are corrected;
to remember their weakness, and to consider how little they can bear. He turns away his
anger, and does not stir up all his wrath. Psalm 78:37-39; Isaiah 27:8; Jeremiah 30:11 and
46:28. And it is his manner, in the midst even of the severest afflictions, to order some
mitigating circumstances, and to mix some mercy. But the misery of the damned is
represented as unmixed. The wine of the wrath of God is poured out without mixture into
the cup of his indignation, that they may be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb; and the smoke of their
torment shall ascend up forever and ever, and they have no rest day nor night. Revelation
14:10-11. They are tormented in a flame that burns within them, as well as round about
them, and they shall be denied so much as a drop of water to cool their tongues. And
God’s wrath shall be inflicted in such a manner, as to show his wrath, and make his
strength known on the vessels of wrath, and which shall be punished with everlasting
destruction, answerable to that glory of Christ’s power in which he shall appear at the day

Page 18 of 30



of judgment, when he shall come in the glory of his Father, with power and great glory,
in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel.
Can any imagine, that in all this God is only correcting from love, and that the subjects of
these inflictions are some of those happy ones whom God corrects in order to teach them
out of his law? whom he makes sore, and bindeth up? Job 5:17-18; Psalm 94:12. There is
nothing in Scripture that looks as if the damned were under the use of means to bring
them to repentance. It is apparent that God’s manner is, when he afflicts men to bring to
repentance by affliction, to join instructions, admonitions, and arguments to persuade.

But if we judge by scripture representations of the state of the damned, they are left
destitute of all these things. There are no prophets, or ministers, or good men, to
admonish them, to reason and expostulate with them, or to set them good examples.
There is a perfect separation made betwixt all the righteous and the wicked by a great
gulf [or even a great wall]; so that there can be no passing from one to the other. They are
left wholly to the company of devils, and others like them. When the rich man in hell
cries to his father Abraham, begging a drop of water, he denies his request; and adds no
exhortation to repentance. Wisdom is abundantly represented in the book of Proverbs, as
counseling, warning, calling, inviting, and expostulating with such as are under means for
the obtaining wisdom, and as waiting upon them in the use of means, that they may turn
at her reproof. But as to such as are obstinate under these means of grace and calls of
wisdom, till the time of their punishment comes, it is represented, that their fear shall
come as desolation, and destruction as a whirlwind; that distress and anguish shall come
upon them; and that then it will be in vain for them to seek wisdom: that if they seek her
early, they shall not find her, and if they call upon her, she will not hear; but instead of
this, will laugh at their calamity, and mock when their fear cometh: which certainly does
not consist with the idea that the God of wisdom is still striving with them, and using
means, in a benevolent and compassionate manner, to bring them to seek and embrace
wisdom,; still offering wisdom with all her unspeakable benefits, if they will hearken to
her voice and comply with her counsel. Is wisdom then actually using the most powerful
and effectual means to bring them to this happiness, even such as shall surely be
successful, though they have obstinately refused all others, and when wisdom called, they
heretofore refused, when she stretched forth her hand, they did not regard? Is he still most
effectually acting the part of a friend, to deliver them from their distress and anguish,
instead of laughing at their calamity? Proverbs 1 to the end. This declaration of wisdom,
if it ever be fulfilled at all, will surely be fulfilled most completely and perfectly at the
time appointed for obstinate sinners to receive their most perfect and complete
punishment.

If all mankind, even such as live and die in their wickedness, are and ever will be the
objects of Christ’s goodwill and mercy, and those whose eternal happiness he desires and
seeks; then surely he would pray for all: but Christ declares that there are some that he
prays not for. John 17:9, “I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which
thou hast given me; for they are thine.” Compared with verse 14, “The world hath hated
them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”” Verse 25, “The
world hath not known thee, but I have known thee; and these have known that thou hast
sent me” and verse 20, “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
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believe on me through their word.” By this it appears that Christ prayed for all that
should ever be true believers. But he prayed not for those who should not be brought by
the word of the apostles, and such means of grace as are used in this world, to believe in
him, and should continue notwithstanding not to know God, and in enmity against true
holiness or Christianity. These were such as Christ prayed not for.

25. If sin and misery, and the second death, are to continue and prevail for so long a time
after the day of judgment, with respect to great multitudes that Christ will finally save
and deliver from those things, having perfectly conquered and abolished them; then how
can the Scriptures truly represent, that all enemies shall be put under his feet at the end of
the world, and that the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death; and that then, having
perfectly subdued all his enemies, he shall resign up the Kingdom to the Father, and he
himself be subject to the Father? as in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. The time of Christ’s
victory over death will be at the general resurrection and day of judgment, as is evident
by verse 54 with the foregoing context. The chief enemies that Christ came to destroy,
with regard to such as should be saved, and be of his church, were sin and misery, or
death consisting in sin, and death consisting in suffering the second death, unspeakably
the greatest enemy that came by sin, infinitely more terrible than temporal death. But if
the notion I am opposing be true, these greatest and worst enemies, instead of being
subdued, shall have their principal reign afterwards, for many ages at least; viz. sin in the
sad effect and consequence of it, men’s misery; and God shall have his strongest conflict
with those enemies afterward; that is, shall strive against them in the use of the most
powerful means.

26. There is a great evidence, that the devil is not the subject of any dispensation of
divine mercy and kindness, and that God is prosecuting no design of infinite goodness
towards him, and that his pains are not purifying pains. It is manifest, that, instead of any
influence of his torments to bring him nearer to repentance, he has been from the
beginning of his damnation, constantly, with all his might, exerting himself in
prosecuting his wickedness, his violent, most haughty, and malignant opposition to God
and man; fighting especially with peculiar virulence against Christ and his church;
opposing with all his might, every thing that is good; seeking the destruction and misery
of all mankind, with boundless and insatiable cruelty; on which account he is called
Satan, the adversary, and Abaddon, and Apollyon, the destroyer. He is represented as a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, a viper, the old serpent, the great red dragon,
red on account of his bloody cruel nature. He is said to be a murderer from the beginning.
He has murdered all mankind, has murdered their souls as well as their bodies. He was
the murderer of Jesus Christ, by instigating Judas and his crucifiers. He has most cruelly
shed the blood of an innumerable multitude of the children of God. He is emphatically
called the evil one, that wicked one, &c., he is a liar, and the father of lies, and the father
of all the sin and wickedness that is, or ever has been, in the world. He is the spirit that
worketh in the children of disobedience, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4. It is said, that he that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. And all wicked
men are spoken of as his children. He has set up himself as God of this world, in
opposition to the true God, and has erected a vast kingdom over the nations; and is
constantly carrying on a war with the utmost earnestness, subtlety, malice, and venom,
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against Jesus Christ, and all his holy and gracious designs; maintaining a kingdom of
darkness, wickedness, and misery, in opposition to Christ’s kingdom of light, holiness,
and peace; and thus wilt continue to do till the end of the world, as appears by scripture
prophecies.

27. And God’s dealings with him are infinitely far from being those of in friend [or in a
friend], kindly seeking his infinite good, and designing nothing else in the end, but to
make him eternally happy in love and favor, and blessed union with him. God is
represented everywhere as acting the part of an enemy to him, that seeks and designs
nothing in the final event but his destruction. The grand work of God’s providence, which
he is prosecuting from the beginning to the end of the world, viz. the work of redemption,
is against him, to bruise or break in pieces his head, to cast him like lightning from
heaven, from that height of power and dominion to which he has exalted himself, to tread
him under-foot, and to cause his people to trample and bruise, or crush him under-foot,
and gloriously to triumph over him. Christ, when he conquered him, made a show of him
openly, triumphing ever him. And it is evident, that, as it will be with the devil in this
respect, so it will be with the wicked. This is reasonable to suppose, from what the
Scripture represents of the relation wicked men stand in to the devil as his children,
servants, subjects, instruments, and his property and possession. They are all ranked
together with him in one kingdom, in one interest, and one company. And many of them
are the great ministers of his kingdom, and to whom he has committed authority; such as
the beast and false prophet that we read of in the Revelation. Now, how reasonable and
natural is it to suppose, that those who are thus united should have their portion and lot
together! As Christ’s disciples, subjects, followers, soldiers, children, instruments, and
faithful ministers, shall have their part with him in his eternal glory; so we may
reasonably believe, that the devil’s disciples, followers, subjects, soldiers in his army, his
children, instruments, and ministers of his kingdom, should have their part with him, and
not that such an infinite difference should be made between them, that the punishment of
the one should be eternal, and that of the other but temporal, and therefore infinitely less,
infinitely disproportionate; so that the proportion between the punishment of the latter,
and that of the former, is as nothing, infinitely less than an unit to a million of millions.
This is unreasonable to be supposed in itself, as the difference of guilt and wickedness
cannot be so great, but must be infinitely far from it; especially, considering the
aggravations of “the wickedness of a great part of damned men, as committed against
Christ, and gospel grace and love; which exceeding great aggravation the sin of the devils
never had."

28. As the devil’s ministers, servants and instruments, of the angelic nature, those that are
called the devil’s angels, shall have their part with him; for the like reason we may well
suppose, his servants, and instruments of the human nature, will share with him. And not
only is this reasonable in itself, but the Scripture plainly teaches us that it shall be so. In
Revelation 19:20 it is said, “The beast and the false prophet were both cast alive into the
lake of fire burning with brimstone.” So it is said, chapter 20:10, “The devil that deceived
them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and false prophet are,
and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever”; thus expressing both the kind of
misery and the duration. Just in the same manner it is said concerning the followers of the
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beast. It is said, chapter 19:9-11, “Saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast,
&ec. the same shall be tormented with fire and brimstone, and the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up forever and ever, and they have no rest day nor night.” And chapter 21:8 of
wicked men in general, it is said, they shall have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone. So we find in Christ’s description of the day of judgment, the wicked
are sentenced to everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. By which it appears
most plainly, that they share with the devil in suffering misery of the same kind, and also
share with him in suffering misery of the same everlasting continuance. And, indeed, not
only would the punishment infinitely differ as to quantity and duration, if the punishment
of the devils was to be eternal, and of wicked men only temporal; but, if this were known,
it would, as it were, infinitely differ in kind. The one suffering God’s hatred and mere
vengeance, inflictions that have no pity or kindness in them; the other, the fruit of his
mercy and love, and infinitely kind intention: the one attended with absolute despair, and
a black and dismal sinking prospect of misery, absolutely endless; the other with the light
of hope, and a supporting prospect, not only of an end to their misery, but of an eternal
unspeakable happiness to follow. According to the notion which I am opposing, the
judgment that shall take place at the end of the world, will be so far from being the last
judgment, or any proper judgment to settle all things in their final state, that it will, with
respect to the wicked, be no more than the judgment of a physician, whether more sharp
and powerful remedies must not be applied in order to the relief of sinners, and the cure
of their disease, which, if not cured, will make them eternally miserable!

29. It is evident, that the future misery of the wicked in hell is not come to an end, and to
be succeeded by eternal happiness; and that their misery is not subservient to their
happiness, because the Scripture plainly signifies, concerning those that die in their sins,
that they have all the good and comfort in this life that ever is designed for them. Luke
6:24, “Woe unto you that are rich, for ye [that is you all] have received your
consolation.” Luke 16:25, “Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good
things.” Psalm 17:13-14, “Deliver my soul from the wicked from the men of the world
which have their portion in this life [or their best life now], and whose belly thou fillest
with thy hid treasure.”

30. According to the opinion I am now opposing, God will surely at the last deliver all
the damned from their misery, and make them happy. So that God will see to it, that the
purifying torments shall certainly at last have their effect, to turn them from sin. Now,
how can this consist with God’s treating them as moral agents, and their acting from the
freedom of their own wills, in the affair of their turning from sin, and becoming morally
pure and virtuous, according to the notions of freedom and moral agency which now
prevail, and are strenuously maintained by some of the chief assertors of this opinion
concerning hell torments; which notion of freedom implies contingence, and is wholly
inconsistent with the necessity of the event? If after all the torments used to bring sinners
to repentance, the consequence aimed at, viz. their turning from sin to virtue, be not
necessary, but it shall still remain a contingent event, whether there ever will be any such
consequence of those severe, long-continued chastisements, or no; then, how can it be
determined, that this will surely be the consequence? How can it be a thing infallible, that
such a consequence of means used will follow, when at the same time, it is not a
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consequence any way necessarily connected with the means used, it being only a thing
contingent whether it will follow or not? If God has determined absolutely to make them
all pure and happy, and yet their purity and happiness depend on the freedom of their
will; then here is an absolute, divine decree, consistent with the freedom of men’s will,
which is a doctrine utterly rejected by the generality of that sort of men who deny the
eternity of hell torments. If it be said, that God has not absolutely determined the duration
or measure of their torments, but intends to continue them till they do repent, or to try
lesser torments first, and, if these do not answer, to increase them till they are effectual,
determining that he will raise or continue them till the effect shall finally and infallibly
follow; that is the same thing as to necessitate the effect. And here is necessity in such a
case, as much as when a founder puts a piece of metal into a furnace, with a resolution to
melt it, and if continuing it there a little while will not dissolve it, that he will keep it
there till it does dissolve; and if, by reason of its peculiar hardness, an ordinary degree of
heat of the furnace will not be effectual, that he will increase the vehemence of the heat,
till the effect shall certainly follow.

31. If any should maintain this scheme of temporary future punishments, viz. that the
torments in hell are not purifying pains, and that the damned are not in a state of trial with
regard to any expected admission to eternal happiness, and that therefore they are not the
proper objects of divine benevolence; that the dispensation they are under, is not truly a
dispensation of mercy, but that their torments are properly penal [that's in like correction
penal] pains, wherein God displays his vindictive justice; that they shall suffer misery to
such a degree, and for so long a time, as their obstinate wickedness in this world
deserves; and that indeed they shall be miserable a very long time, so long, that it is often
figuratively spoken of in Scripture as being everlasting, and that then they shall be
annihilated: On this I would observe, that there is nothing got by such a scheme; no relief
from the arguments taken from Scripture, for the proper eternity of future punishment.
For, if it be owned, that Scripture expressions denote a punishment that is properly
eternal, but that it is in no other sense properly so, than as the annihilation, or state of
non-existence, to which the wicked shall return, will be eternal; and that this eternal
annihilation is that death which is so often threatened for sin, perishing forever,
everlasting destruction, being lost, utterly consumed, see, and that the fire of hell is called
eternal fire, in the same sense that the external fire which consumed the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah is called eternal fire, Jude 7, because it utterly consumed those cities, that
they might never be built more; and that this fire is called that which cannot be quenched,
or at least not until it has destroyed them that are cast into it. If this be all that these
expressions denote, then they do not at all signify the length of the torments, or long
continuance of their misery; so that the supposition of the length of their torments is
brought in without any necessity, the Scripture saying nothing of it, having no respect to
it, when it speaks of their everlasting punishments; and it answers the scripture
expressions as well, to suppose that they shall be annihilated immediately, without any
long pains, provided the annihilation be everlasting.

32. If any should suppose, that the torments of the damned in hell are properly penal, and

in execution of penal justice, but yet that they are neither eternal, nor shall end in
annihilation, but shall be continued till justice is satisfied, and they have truly suffered as
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much as they deserve, whereby their punishment shall be so long as to be called
everlasting, but that then they shall be delivered, and finally be the subjects of everlasting
happiness; and that therefore they shall not in the mean time be in a state of trial, nor will
be waited upon in order to repentance, nor will their torments be used as means to bring
them to it; for that the term and measure of their punishment shall be fixed, from which
they shall not be delivered on repentance, or any terms or conditions whatsoever, until
justice is satisfied: I would observe, in answer to this, that if it be so, the damned, while
under their suffering, are either answerable for the wickedness that is acted by them while
in that state, or may properly be the subjects of a judicial proceeding for it, or not. If the
former be supposed, then it will follow, that they must have another state of suffering and
punishment, after the ages of their suffering for the sins of this life, are ended. And it
cannot be supposed, that this second period of suffering will be shorter than the first: for
the first is only for the sins committed during a short life, often represented in Scripture,
for its shortness, to be a dream, a tale that is told, a blast of wind, a vapor, a span, a
moment, &c. But the time of punishment is always represented as exceeding long, called
everlasting; represented as enduring forever and ever, as having no end, &c. If the sins of
a moment must be followed with such punishment, then, doubtless, the sins of those
endless ages must be followed with another second period of suffering, much longer. For
it must be supposed, that the damned continue sinning all the time of their punishment;
for none can rationally imagine that God would hold them under such extreme torments,
and terrible manifestations and executions of his wrath, after they have thoroughly
repented, and turned from sin, and are become pure and holy, and conformed to God, and
so have left off sinning. And if they continue in sin during this state of punishment, with
assurance that God still has a great benevolence for them, even so as to intend finally to
make them everlastingly happy in the enjoyment of his love, then their sin must be
attended with great aggravation; as they will have the evil and ill desert of sin set before
them in the most affecting manner, in their dreadful sufferings for it, attended besides
with evidence that God is infinitely benevolent towards them, and intends to bestow
infinite blessings upon them. But, if this first long period of punishment must be followed
with a second as lone, or longer; for the same reason, the second must be followed by a
third, as long, or longer than that; and so the third must be followed by a fourth, and so in
infinitum; and, at this rate, there never can be an end of their misery. So this scheme
overthrows itself.

33. And if the damned are not answerable for the wickedness they commit during their
state of punishment, then we must suppose that, during the whole of their long and, as it
were, eternal state of punishment, they are given up of God to the most unrestrained
wickedness, having this to consider, that how far soever they go in the allowed exercises
and manifestations, of their malice and rage against God and Christ, saints and angels,
and their fellow be never the worse damned spirits, they have nothing to fear from it, it
will and surely, continuing in such unrestrained wickedness, for such duration, must most
desperately confirm the habit of sin, must increase the root and fountain of it in the heart.
Now, how unreasonable is it to suppose, that God would thus deal with such as were
objects of his infinite kindness, and the appointed subjects of the unspeakable and endless
fruits of his love, in a state of perfect holiness and purity, and conformity to and union
with himself; thus to give them up beforehand to unrestrained malignity against himself,
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and every kind of hellish wickedness, as it were infinitely to increase the fountain of sin
in the heart, and the strength of the principle and habit! Now, how incongruous is it to
suppose, with regard to those for whom God has great benevolence, and designs eternal
favor, that he would lay them under a necessity of extreme, unbounded hatred of him,
blasphemy and rage against him, for so many ages; such necessity as should exclude all
liberty of their own in the case! If God intends not only punishment, but purification, by
these torments; on this supposition, instead of their being purified, they must be set at an
infinitely greater distance from purification. And if God intends them for a second time
of probation, in order to their being brought to repentance and the love of God after their
punishment is finished; then how can it be certain beforehand, that they shall finally be
happy, as is supposed? How can it be certain they will not fail in their second trial, or in
their third, if there be a third? Yea, how much more likely, that they will fail of truly
turning in heart from sin to the love of God, in their second trial, if there be any proper
trial in the case, after their hearts have been so much more brought under the power of a
strong habit of sin and enmity to God! If the habit proved so strong in this life, that the
most powerful means and mighty inducements of the gospel would not prevail, so that
God was, as it were, under a necessity of cutting them down and dealing thus severely
with them; how much less likely will it be, that they will be prevailed upon to love God
and the ways of virtue, after their hearts are set at so much greater distance from those
things! Yea, unless we suppose a divine interposition of almighty, efficacious power, to
change the heart in the time of this second trial, we may be sure that, under these
circumstances, the heart will not turn to love God.

34. And besides, if they are laid under such a necessity of hating and blaspheming God,
for so many ages, in the manner that has been spoken of, how extremely incongruous is
such an imagination, that God would lay those he intended for the eternal bounty and
blessedness of dear children, under such circumstances, that they must necessarily hate
him, and with devilish fury curse and blaspheme him for innumerable ages, and yet never
have cause, even when they are delivered and made happy in God’s love, to condemn
themselves for it, though they see the infinite hatefulness and unreasonableness of it,
because God laid them under such a necessity, that they could use no liberty of their own
in the case? I leave it for all to judge, whether God’s thus ordering things with regard to
such as, from great benevolence, he intended for eternal happiness in a most blessed
union with himself, be credible.

35. The same disposition and habit of mind, and manner of viewing things, is indeed the
main ground of the cavils of many of the modern freethinkers; and modish writers,
against the extremity and eternity of hell torments, if relied upon, would cause them to be
dissatisfied with almost any thing that is very uncomfortable in a future punishment, so
much as the enduring of the pain that is occasioned by the thrusting of a thorn under the
nail of the finger, for a whole year together, day and night, without any rest, or the least
intermission or abatement. There are innumerable calamities that come to pass in this
world, through the permission and ordination of Divine Providence, against which (were
it not that they are what we see with our eyes, and are universally known and
incontestable facts) this cavilling, unbelieving spirit would strongly object; and, if they
were only proposed in theory as matters of faith, would be opposed as exceedingly
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inconsistent with the moral perfections of God; and the opinions of such as asserted them
would be cried out against, as in numberless ways contrary to God’s wisdom, his justice,
goodness, mercy, &c. such as, the innumerable calamities that have happened to poor
innocent children, through the merciless cruelty of barbarous enemies; their being
gradually roasted to death, shrieking and crying for their fathers and mothers; the extreme
pains they sometimes are tormented with, by terrible diseases which they suffer; the
calamities that have many times been brought on whole cities, while besieged, and when
taken by merciless soldiers, destroying all, men, women, and children, without any pity;
the extreme miseries which have been suffered by millions of innocent persons, of all
ages, sexes, and conditions, in times of persecution, when there has been no refuge to be
found on earth; yea, those things that come to pass universally, of which all mankind are
the subjects, in temporal death, which is so dreadful to nature.

Larry Wessels. Someone asked, "Why did God command the children of Israel to kill
every man, woman and child in the Promised Land?"

Answer. There are at least two reasons why God did this. The first is evidenced in what
came to pass when Israel did not obey God in this command. God wanted the land
cleared of all temptations to His people to turn from Him, His worship and His law. The
Canaanites were a threat to the purity of God’s people. He had set them apart,
consecrated them, adopted them. In giving this order, He was protecting them.

Joshua, for all his faithfulness, left the job unfinished. Once Israel was in the ascendency,
once they felt safe, they began to think it might prove helpful to leave some of the
Canaanites around, to fetch their water and chop their wood. The book of Judges reveals
the results. Those few who were spared became a snare, just as God predicted they
would. Soon, everyone did what was right in their own eyes, thus violating God's
commands.

Of course one might understand this motive, and still be horrified. These Canaanites were
not mere abstractions, but real people. Is it not still rather cruel to kill them all simply for
seeking to protect the moral purity of Israel? Perhaps, were that God’s only motive. The
second reason God commanded them all to be put to death is because they were all, every
man, woman and child of them, sinners. And the wages of sin is death. In short, God did
this for the same reason He does all that He does, for the good of His people, and for His
own glory.

Don't forget, God killed every last man, woman and child in Noah's flood recorded in
Genesis 6 starting in verse 9 through Genesis 9:17. Except for Noah and his few family
members and every last man, woman and child in Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19,
and God continues to kill people all the time to this present day.

See our video, "Unpopular Bible doctrines #11. God kills on the spot and shuts the door
on those crying out for mercy."
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When you study your Bible, you will find things like this to be routine in the Bible.
Sinners don't like what the God of the Bible does on many issues and that's why they
reject the Bible wholesale. Jesus in the New Testament stated that the Bible is true in all
that it says whether people like it or not. Jesus even mentions Noah's flood and Sodom
and Gomorrah as actual events.

See our video on this called, "Both fake Christians and pagans deny the Bible and Jesus
alike since Jesus said holy Scripture is true."

Remember, the Bible is very unpopular and that's why wicked sinners don't like it and
reject it. This is why many of the writers of the Bible were killed. This is why Jesus was
killed.

See our entire 15 part "Unpopular Bible Doctrines" series on our playlist called "Dealing
with hell, lake of fire, unpopular Bible doctrines."

2 Timothy 4:2-5, "preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears
from the truth and will turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry."

When it comes to the terrible judgments of God on people, particularly notice these
chapters in the Bible.

1. Isaiah 34, the sword of the Lord is filled with blood and slaughter.

2. Joshua 7, Achan, all his family, all his animals, all his possessions are stoned and
burned by God's command.

3. Deuteronomy 28, vexation, extreme burning, thy carcass shall be meat for birds,
blindness, and many other things.

4. Deuteronomy 29, God will send plagues, sickness and curses.

5. Leviticus 26:29, "And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your
daughters shall ye eat."

6. Jeremiah 19:9, "I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons...daughters...their
friends."

7. Lamentations 2:20, "Shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the
Lord?" Of course, we know that did happen.
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8. Ezekiel 5:10, "Fathers shall eat their sons, and sons shall eat their fathers." Just pure
cannabilism.

Particularly notice and this is coming from the New American Standard Bible, it says in
Hosea 9:15, "All their evil is at Gilgal; Indeed, I came to hate them there! Because of the
wickedness of their deeds I will drive them out of My house! I will love them no more;
All their princes are rebels." So this shows you the fate of the damned in hell, the wicked,
that God will hate them and he will love them no more. That's key to a true understanding
of the fate of the wicked in hell. By the way, viewers of our video here who've made it
this far into the video can get a free copy of our newsletter called "Turn or Burn, Repent
or Perish in Hell." It leads off with a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the famous
Prince of Preachers from the 19" century and you can see the front cover of it there. It's
from our volume 2, #3 of our newsletters and anyone that would like a copy of it can
simply email us at cdebater(@aol.com, give your mailing address and we'll send you a
copy of this, or we can put an attachment on an email of the entire newsletter and you can
get it that way.

But anyway, I wanted to bring your attention to page 6 of this newsletter which has some
very helpful scriptural references for hell and as you see right there, hell, the place of
eternal torment, and you have it A described as everlasting fire, eternal punishment, outer
darkness, everlasting destruction, lake of fire, and all your Bible references are right there
for you to reference to and look up.

B. Hell is prepared for the devil and his angels, wicked men and women, nations that
forget God, the disobedient and apostates, beast and the false prophet, worshipers of the
beast, rejectors of the Gospel of Christ, fake self-deceived so-called Christians,
adulterers, fornicators, drunks, etc., those hated by God. And there are references for all
that from the Bible are right there for you to look up.

C. Punishment of described as eternal punishment, bodily punishment, punishment in the
soul, punishment with degrees and those punishments are unchangeable for all eternity.

D. The inhabitants of hell possess memory, cry for release from hell, they're weeping in
hell, and of course, they cannot escape from God or hell. By the way, the references are
there.

E. Additional references, it's called the second death. You have the parable of the 10
virgins, resurrection to life or damnation, worm will not die, fire will not be quenched,
unrepentant sinners left outside in hell, blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. Now this shows
you right here just one passage from Jesus and your verses are there, says there are
certain sins you'll never be forgiven of so how are you gonna make it to heaven if you're
never forgiven of it? I mean, it makes it impossible for people that commit the
blaspheming of the Holy Spirit to ever be saved.

Then you have God loves judgment, which we've mentioned before in this particular
video. The wrath of God and all your references are right there. And by the way, as we
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look at this page out of our newsletter, I want you to notice particularly this hell debate
over here to one column on page 6 and we'll zoom in on it for you, but that is particularly
pertinent to the everlasting nature of eternal punishment under the wrath of God in hell
which you may find of great interest.

Alright, with that said, just keep in mind this newsletter is free and available to anyone
who desires to get it. Just email us at cdebater@aol.com.

To finish this video, I'd like to conclude with a small segment of Jonathan Edwards'
sermon. This is coming from our video called "All-Time Famous Sermons, Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God," by Jonathan Edwards, circa 1741. You can find it on YouTube.
It's an excellent rendition of Jonathan Edwards' sermon by my pastor, Jackson Boyett,
and to leave people hope of an escape from hell. Here's what Jonathan Edwards had to
say through my pastor Jackson Boyett doing the rendition of how to escape that terrible
fate.

Jackson Boyett. But here you are in the land of the living and in the house of God, and
have an opportunity to obtain salvation. What would not those poor damned hopeless
souls give for one day’s opportunity such as you now enjoy!

And now you have an extraordinary opportunity, a day wherein Christ has thrown the
door of mercy wide open, and stands in calling and crying with a loud voice to poor
sinners; a day wherein many are flocking to him, and pressing into the kingdom of God.
Many are daily coming from the east, west, north and south; many that were very lately
in the same miserable condition that you are in, are now in a happy state, with their hearts
filled with love to him who has loved them, and washed them from their sins in his own
blood, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. How awful is it to be left behind at such
a day! To see so many others feasting, while you are pining and perishing! To see so
many rejoicing and singing for joy of heart, while you have cause to mourn for sorrow of
heart, and howl for vexation of spirit! How can you rest one moment in such a condition?
Are not your souls as precious as the souls of the people at Suffield, where they are
flocking from day to day to Christ?

Are there not many here who have lived long in the world, and are not to this day born
again? And so are aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and have done nothing ever
since they have lived, but treasure up wrath against the day of wrath? Oh, sirs, your case,
in an especial manner, is extremely dangerous. Your guilt and hardness of heart is
extremely great. Do you not see how generally persons of your years are passed over and
left, in the present remarkable and wonderful dispensation of God’s mercy? You had
need to consider yourselves, and awake thoroughly out of sleep. You cannot bear the
fierceness and wrath of the infinite God.—And you, young men, and young women, will
you neglect this precious season which you now enjoy, when so many others of your age
are renouncing all youthful vanities, and flocking to Christ? You especially have now an
extraordinary opportunity; but if you neglect it, it will soon be with you as with those
persons who spent all the precious days of youth in sin, and are now come to such a
dreadful pass in blindness and hardness.— And you, children, who are unconverted, do
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not you know that you are going down to hell, to bear the dreadful wrath of that God,
who is now angry with you every day and every night? Will you be content to be the

children of the devil, when so many other children in the land are converted, and are

become the holy and happy children of the King of kings?

And let every one that is yet out of Christ, and hanging over the pit of hell, whether they
be old men and women, or middle aged, or young people, or little children, now hearken
to the loud calls of God’s word and providence. This acceptable year of the Lord, a day
of such great favor to some, will doubtless be a day of as remarkable vengeance to others.
Men'’s hearts harden, and their guilt increases apace at such a day as this, if they neglect
their souls; and never was there so great danger of such persons being given up to
hardness of heart and blindness of mind. God seems now to be hastily gathering in his
elect in all parts of the land; and probably the greater part of adult persons that ever shall
be saved, will be brought in now in a little time, and that it will be as it was on the great
out-pouring of the Spirit upon the Jews in the apostles' days; the election will obtain, and
the rest will be blinded. If this should be the case with you, you will eternally curse this
day, and will curse the day that ever you was born, to see such a season of the pouring
out of God’s Spirit, and will wish that you had died and gone to hell before you had seen
it. Now undoubtedly it is, as it was in the days of John the Baptist, the axe is in an
extraordinary manner laid at the root of the trees, that every tree which brings not forth
good fruit, may be hewn down and cast into the fire.

Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, now awake and fly from the wrath to come.
The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over a great part of this
congregation. Let every one fly out of Sodom: "Haste and escape for your lives, look not
behind you, escape to the mountain, lest you be consumed."

Larry. If you like our YouTube channel, please subscribe by clicking on the subscribe
button and then by also clicking the bell above to get an automatic update whenever we
produce another YouTube video for our CAnswersTV channel. Please share our videos
with your friends and relatives. May God bless you. Only one life will soon be past, only
what is done for Christ will last.

See related videos by tapping or clicking screens.

Page 30 of 30



