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Overview

• Apologetics is the art of defending the faith.

• It is often associated with evangelism.

• We are going to talk briefly about why we 
should study apologetics, the types of 
apologetics, and then look in more detail at 
one apologetic method in particular.



In a Nutshell

“We don’t conclude God, we start with God.  
And we show them that if you don’t start with 
God, your worldview is absurd.” Sye Ten 
Bruggencate

https://youtu.be/aQKjUzotw_Y

https://youtu.be/aQKjUzotw_Y


Review: The Authority of Scripture

• How do I know Jesus died for my sins?

• How do I know he was raised from the dead?

• Because the Bible says so.

• This requires me to accept the authority of the 
Bible.

• It requires me to believe the whole Bible.

• And I believe the Bible is true because of the 
witness of the Holy Spirit.



Review: The Authority of Scripture

• So, at the core of our class on 
presuppositional apologetics, we must 
understand the nature of each person’s 
ultimate authority.

• For the Christian, the ultimate authority is and 
must be the Bible.

• For the unbeliever, it is ultimately himself.

– This is true even if he purports to hold to some 
false transcendental authority.



Review: Worldviews

• A worldview is a network of presuppositions 
which are not tested by natural science and in 
terms of which all experience is related and 
interpreted.

• The worldview of your opponent is the key to 
defending the faith.  We are learning to 
expose that worldview, point out its 
inconsistencies, and contrast it with the 
Christian worldview.



Review: Wolrdviews

• The three main areas of philosophy that make 
up a worldview (whether you admit it or not), 
are metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics.

• In the Christian worldview, God’s revelation of 
himself to us by his Word, and specifically in 
the Bible, gives us the basis to answer all of 
these questions.



Review: The Christian Worldview

• Christianity provides answers to the big 
questions of life.

• It provides a complete worldview.

• It gives us a robust metaphysics: God created 
the World, our purpose is to glorify and enjoy 
him, and history is moving toward the second 
coming of Christ and the new heavens and the 
new Earth.



Review: The Christian Worldview

• Christianity gives us a robust epistemology: 
we can know that God is real and how to 
relate to him because the Bible is true.

• We can rely on our senses and our reason 
because the Bible is true.

• We can gain knowledge about the world 
around us because we can trust our senses 
and out memories because the Bible is true.



Review: The Christian Worldview

• Christianity gives us a comprehensive system 
of ethics.

• The Bible is true.  God’s moral law is binding 
on all people at all times.

• The WLC gives us a robust exposition of it.

• We can derive additional ethical principles 
from God’s law through our reason and 
experience.



Review: Secular Materialism

• Secular materialism necessarily lacks a robust 
metaphysics.  It necessarily cannot answer the 
big questions about origins and meaning.

• Because these cannot be answered apart from 
transcendental authority.



Review: Secular Materialism

• Secular materialism must assume its 
epistemology.

• It simply assumes that reason and information 
gained from our senses can be trusted.



Review: Secular Materialism

• Secular materialism has no basis whatsoever 
for its system of ethics. Ethics and morality are 
merely asserted.  They are necessarily 
,matters of opinion.

• There is no answer to the fundamental 
question of why one person should be obliged 
to comply with another’s moral or ethical 
standards.

• This cannot be answered without God or 
something like God.



Review: Secular Materialism

• Typically, the materialist might assert that 
man’s purpose is to be happy.

• Pursuing your own happiness apart from 
worshipping and serving God is a hopeless 
and futile exercise.

• There is simply no meaning to be found apart 
from God.



Review: The Christian Worldview

• Remember that the Christian worldview has 
presuppositions too.  But ours are consistent, 
and our basic presupposition is that the Bible 
says so.  

• We should freely admit this.



Review: TAG

• The central idea of the class is the 
transcendental argument for God (“TAG”).

• This is both easy and powerful once you 
understand it.

• Everyone can use the TAG effectively.



Review: TAG

• Remember: Presuppositional apologetics 
seeks to defend the faith by exposing the 
presuppositions of the unbeliever, contrasting 
them with those of the Christian, and 
demonstrating the irrationality and absurdity 
of the unbeliever’s position.

• One powerful way to do this is via the 
Transcendental Argument for God (TAG).



Review: TAG

• How does the TAG work?

• “A transcendental argument begins with any 
item of experience or belief whatsoever and 
proceeds, by critical analysis, to ask what 
conditions (or what other beliefs) would 
need to be true in order for that original 
experience or belief to make sense, be 
meaningful, or be intelligible to us.”  Bahnsen, 
Van Til’s Apologetic 501-02.



Review: TAG

• How does the TAG work?

• In other words:

– What is something you believe?

– How do you know?

• This will work with any knowledge.

• But it is not intuitive to most people when you 
ask then how they know most facts e.g. 
existence of the chair they are sitting in.



Review: Arguing From Morality

• In this class, we are focusing on one type of 
TAG, reasoning from morality.

• This approach will work with almost anyone 
who is honest.  The person you are speaking 
with does not need to be particularly 
philosophically-minded or erudite.

• Everyone has basic ideas about right and 
wrong.



Review: Arguing From Morality

• Some basic points:

• Without God, or some kind of transcendental 
authority, there is no objective standard of 
morality.

• All other approaches are either hopelessly 
inconsistent, or beg the basic question of by 
whose authority?  

• In other words: “Says who?”



Review: Arguing From Morality

• Part of the inconsistency we seek to expose is 
that all people have moral instincts.  

• Nobody walks around seriously contending 
that everyone is free to do whatever he wants.

• This is because the law of God is written on 
the hearts of the reprobate as well as the 
believer.



Review: Arguing From Morality

• “I don’t believe in absolute morality.  It’s 
about what’s right and wrong ‘for me.’  You 
have your morality, and I have mine.”

• “Don’t try to impose your morality on me.”  
• This is absurd.  
• If there are any moral truths at all, they are 

necessarily universal.  
• Otherwise they are meaningless.



Review: Arguing From Morality

• “You can’t legislate morality.”  
• This is even more absurd.  
• The law largely consists of moral maxims given 

the force of the state.
• e.g. punishment for murder, rape, robbery, 

larceny, child pornography, racial 
discrimination in hiring, etc.

• Note that the proponents of such a maxim are 
usually advocate for legislating some version 
of their own morality.



Review: Arguing From Morality

• “You can’t legislate morality.”  
• What this usually really means it this:  “I don’t 

want there to be laws that prohibit me from 
engaging in sexual conduct that violates the 
law of God.”



Review: Arguing From Morality

• For anyone you are talking to, there is some 
moral belief he holds dear.  Even if it is as basic 
as a rule against murder, theft, or rape.

• Whatever it is, identify something, then ask 
what the basis of that belief is.

• Perhaps find common ground with the 
Christian worldview and explain that your 
moral views are based on the law of God as 
set forth in the scriptures.



Arguing From Morality

• Example: “Laws that prohibit gender affirming 
care for children are immoral.”

• “What led you to that conclusion?”
• “What moral rule do you believe in that makes 

you say that?”
• “What is the authority for that rule?”
• “How do you know?”



Review: Arguing From Morality

• Without transcendental authority, all moral 
statements are matters of opinion.

• The statement “Stealing is wrong” is no more 
meaningful that “I don’t like theft” without 
some outside authority to appeal to.

• Otherwise, why do you get to impose your 
anti-theft opinion on me?



Proverbs 26:4-5

4 Answer not a fool according to his folly,
lest you be like him yourself.

5 Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.









John 14:28

28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, 
and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would have rejoiced, because I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I.



John 20:17

17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I 
have not yet ascended to the Father; but go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’”
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