Revelation 4

The Throne Room of Heaven



SUMMARY STATEMENT

The Revelation of John is a Christocentric book that shows
us the pattern of this world from Christ's first coming to
His second coming.

John wants us to see the spiritual realities around us, to
recognize the dangers that face us, and to know that God
1s going to win.

Revelation calls us, then, to wisdom, to perseverance, and
to worship.



REVELATION 4-5

!After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in
heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to
me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, and I will show
you what must take place after this.“ ?At once I was in the
Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one
seated on the throne. °And he who sat there had the
appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the

throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an
emerald.



REVELATION 4-5

‘Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated
on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white
garments, with golden crowns on their heads. °’From the
throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals
of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven
torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, °and
before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like
crystal.



REVELATION 4-5

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four
living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: “the first living
creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the
third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth
living creature like an eagle in flight. 4And the four living
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all
around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,

"Holy, holy, holy, 1s the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!"



REVELATION 4-5
JAnd whenever the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, %the twenty-four elders fall down before
him who is seated on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the
throne, saying,
I "Worthy are you, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”



REVELATION 4-5

!Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with
seven seals. “And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its
seals?” 3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I

began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to
open the scroll or to look into it.



REVELATION 4-5

>And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals."°And between the throne and the four living creatures
and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it
had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. “And
he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who
was seated on the throne.



REVELATION 4-5

SAnd when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each
holding a harp, and golden bowis full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. ° And they sang a new song, saying,

"Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God, from every tribe and language and
people and nation,’’ and you have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”



REVELATION 4-5

l1Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the
living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels,
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
l2saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”



REVELATION 4-5

13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” '*And the
four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down

and worshiped.



Proposition: The letters to the seven churches called us
to look at Christ, soRevelation shows us a picture of the
throne room of feaven. And there wegege that the

Father and thefSon are sovereign and glorious, worthy
of both worshlp and trust. 7

In Revelation 4, specifically we see God the Father, the
Holy Creator, worthy of His creatures’ worship.

A. God’s throne is transcendent

B. God’s throne is glorious

C. God’s throne is holy

D. God the Creator is worthy of worship



GOD’S THRONE IS TRANSCENDENT



REVELATION 4:1-2

! After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in
heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to

me like a trumpet, said, ”ComeCé)gere, and I will show you
what must take place after this.“ ?At once I was in the Spirit,

and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the
throne.




EZEKIEL 1:1, 22, 26

!In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the
month, as I was among the exiles by the Chebar canal, the
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God...

3- he heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of

an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above
their heads...

26An d. the expanse over their heads there was the likeness

of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the
likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance.



ISAIAH 6:1
!In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a

t_hrone,annd the train of his robe filled the

temple.
Transcendence: above all things




REVELATION 4:1-2 God’s throne is transcendent

! After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in
heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to

me like a trumpet, said, ”ComeEé)gere, and I will show you
what must take place after this.“ ?At once I was in the Spirit,

and behold, a\ throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the
throne.

God’s throne is sovereign

God'’s throne is in heaven, above and unmoved by the tumult of the world

God is sovereign sitting on His throne, declaring the end from the
beginning - the world cannot affect Him, but He rules the world



PSALM 95:3
3 For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

PSALM 97:9
9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

PSALM 113:4
4+ The LORD is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!



PSALM 135:5-6
> For I know that the LORD is great,
and that our Lord i1s above all gods.

6  Whatever the LORD pleases, he does,
in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all deeps.



EPHESIANS 1:19-22

That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?“which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, %' far above all rule
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be
glven, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to
be head over everything for the church, “3which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.



DANIEL 7

!In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and
visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream
and told the sum of the matter. “Daniel declared, "I saw in my vision by
night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great
sea. 3And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one
another. *The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as |
looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground
and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was
given to it. ’And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was
raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between Its teeth;
and it was told, 'Arise, devour much flesh.’



DANIEL 7

SAfter this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings
of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was
given to it. “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth
beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron
teeth, it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with
its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it
had ten horns. ®I considered the horns, and behold, there came up
among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first
horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were
eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.



DANIEL 7

I "As I looked, thrones were placed,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat;
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames;
its wheels were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued
and came out from before him;
a thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;
the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.



DANIEL 7
11T Jooked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn

was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body
destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. ‘%As for the rest of the

beasts, thelr dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged

for a season and a time.



GOD’S THRONE IS GLORIOUS



REVELATION 4:3-4 Symbols of beauty and majesty

SAnd he w the appearance of jasper and

carnelian, and aroundfthe throne was a rainbow that had the
appearance of an emerald. “‘Around the throne were twenty-
four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four
elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on
their heads.



EZEKIEL 1:26-28

26And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of
a throne was a likeness with a human appearance. ?And upward
from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as 1t were gleaming
metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward
from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him. %3Like the
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was
the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw
it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.



REVELATION 4:3-4 Symbols of beauty and majesty

SAnd he w the appearance of jasper and

carnelian, and aroundfthe throne was a rainbow that had the

appearance of an emerald. fAround the throne were twenty-

four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four

elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on
thelr _heads.)



I CHRONICLES 24:1-5

'The divisions of the sons of Aaron were these. The sons of Aaron:
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. “But Nadab and Abihu died
before their father and had no children, so Eleazar and Ithamar
became the priests. *With the help of Zadok of the sons of Eleazar,
and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, David organized them
according to the appointed duties in their service. *Since more chief
men were found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of
Ithamar, they organized them under sixteen heads of fathers' houses
of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of the sons of Ithamar. °They divided
them by lot, all alike, for there were sacred officers and officers of
God among both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar.



REVELATION 21:12-14
2]t had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of

Israel were inscribed — ‘Son the east three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And

the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the

twelve names of the twelve anstles of the Lamb.

12 tribes + 12 apostles



REVELATION 4:3-4 Symbols of beauty and majesty

SAnd he w the appearance of jasper and

carnelian, and aroundfthe throne was a rainbow that had the

appearance of an emerald. fAround the throne were twenty-

four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four

elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on
thelr _heads.)

The 24 elders are representatives of the whole people of God,
redeemed to be a kingdom of priests unto God



EXODUS 19:5-6

*Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for
all the earth is mine; °and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and

a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel.”

REVELATION 5:9-10

"Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, ‘°and you have made them
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."



REVELATION 4:5

*From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings
and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning

seven tordhes of fire, which are the seven spirits of God,

Symbols of might and judgment



DANIEL 7:9-10

J "As I looked, thrones were placed,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat;
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames;
its wheels were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued
and came out from before him;
a thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;
the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.



EZEKIEL 1:4

‘As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north,
and a great cloud, with brightness around 1t, and fire
flashing forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it
were gleaming metal.



REVELATION 4:6-7

and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass,
like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the
throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and
behind: “the first living creature like a lion, the second living
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a
man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.



EZEKIEL 1:5-14, 22

“And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures.
And this was their appearance: they had a human likeness, °but each
had four faces, and each of them had four wings. ‘Their legs were
straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf's foot.
And they sparkled like burnished bronze. 3Under their wings on their
four sides they had human hands. And the four had their faces and
their wings thus: *their wings touched one another. Each one of them
went straight forward, without turning as they went. {°As for the
likeness of their faces, each had a human face. The four had the face
of a lion on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left
side, and the four had the face of an eagle.



EZEKIEL 1:5-14, 22

11Such were their faces. And their wings were spread out above. Each
creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of another,
while two covered their bodies. '?And each went straight forward.
Wherever the spirit would go, they went, without turning as they went.
13As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like
burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving to and fro
among the living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire
went forth lightning. '*And the living creatures darted to and fro, like
the appearance of a flash of lightning... *Over the heads of the living
creatures there was the likeness of an expanse, shining like awe-
inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads.



GOD’S THRONE IS HOLY



REVELATION 4:8

SAnd the four living creatures, each of them with six wings,
are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they

(never)cease to say,
"Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and 1s and i1s to come!"



God’s holiness is at the center of His glory
God will judge His enemies

ISAIAH 6:1-4
!In the year thpat King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high gnd lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. 2Aboye him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:
with two he cpvered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two fhe flew. 3And one called to another and said:

"Hol Z hol Z hol y 1s the LORD of hosts;> Lord of the Armies

the whole earth 1s full of his glory!” > God’s holiness
is universal

‘And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of
him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.



God’s holiness is at the center of His glory
God will judge His enemies

REVELATION 4:8

SAnd the four living creatures, each of them with six wings,
are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they

(never)cease to say,
"Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!” 5 cod’s holiness
is eternal

There is no point in time, past, present, or future, in which God will allow
His enemies to achieve the victory — He will always vindicate His holiness
and destroy those who oppose Him



GOD THE CREATOR IS WORTHY OF WORSHIP



An acknowledgement of His greatness

REVELATION 4:9-11 An acknowledgement of His rightful rule

~ An acknowledgement of His worthiness
IAnd whenever the living creatures qgive glory and honor
and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, %the twenty-four elders fall down before

him who is seated on the throne and\worship him who

lives forever and ever. Th ey cast thelr crowns before the

throne, sa inq. To be supreme in:
Vg beauty morality might

11 "Worthy are you, our Lord and God,

to receive(glory)and @and

for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”




God is worthy of worship because He is

REVELATION 4:9-11 the Creator: He made us, and we woxrship
JAnd whenever the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, {°the twenty-four elders fall down before
him who is seated on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the

throne, saying,

I "Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

zou created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”



REVELATION 4:9-11 Heaven worships and Earth joins in
9And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, %the twenty-four elders fall down before
him who is seated on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the

throne, saying,

I "Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”



KIDS’ QUESTION:

WHY DO WE WORSHIP GOD?

We worship God because He Is our
Creator and He Is worthy to be our King.




