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Ephesians 5:15-17   15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as 
wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore 
do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Colossians 4:5-6    5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of 
the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought to answer each person. 
James 1:19-21   19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, ... and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls.
James 3:13-18   13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom...17 But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and 
good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace. 
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Because the days are evil, we must show good conduct in a meekness that is 
from above. (James 3:17)

 • The wisdom from above must be received humbly.

 •  The wisdom from above must be received by hearing. 

 •  The wisdom from above must be received by a healthy spiritual diet.

Because the days are evil, we must show good conduct in a meekness that is 
open to  reason and impartial. (James 3:17)

 •  Being open to reason and impartial is hindered by our desires.

 •  Being open to reason and impartial is hindered by our fears.

 • Being open to reason and impartial is enabled by our faith.

Because the days are evil, we must show good conduct by making the best use 
of our time. (Col. 4:5)

 • To best prioritize our time we need to see where we waste it.

 • To best prioritize our time we need to see where we should spend it.
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by Brett McCracken

As you look back in your past…

1. In what ways can I see I have not meekly sought the truth by being quick to 
hear (James 1:19) both sides of an issue (Proverbs 18:17)? 

2. What desires or fears caused me to merely seek for validation of my opinion 
versus through faith in God patiently exhibiting wisdom that is open to reason and 
impartial? 

3. Have I had a healthy “wisdom diet”?

4. Have I made the best use of my time by praying, preparing and presenting the 
gospel or have I been emotionally and mentally sidetracked by temporal issues?
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