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God’s Word is very honest in telling us that the Christian life will not be easy. 

I. Godly Christians must expect to be persecuted. (v. 12) 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” 

to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14) 

 

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the 

church of God and tried to destroy it. (Galatians 1:13) 

 

Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be 

circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

(Galatians 6:12) 

 

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 

the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater 

than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. (John 15:18-20) 

 

 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be 

flogged in the synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 

witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say 

or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but 

the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 

parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one 

who stands firm to the end will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. 

Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 

comes. 

“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for students 

to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called 

Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household! 

“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden 

that will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 

whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 



Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your 

Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you 

are worth more than many sparrows. 

“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 

But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. For I have come to turn 

“‘a man against his father, 

    a daughter against her mother, 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 

    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 

their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their 

life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 10:16-39) 

 

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, 

but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the 

increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end 

will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:4-14) 

 

To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are 

homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are 

persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. (1 Corinthians 4:11-13a) 

 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. (Romans 12:14) 

 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 

being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:10-12) 



 
 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 

 

II. The evil of false Christians will only get worse leading to error and sin. (v. 13) 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved 

conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit 

you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping. (2 Peter 2:1-3) 

 

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? And now you 

know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret 

power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do 

so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 

sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that 

wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 

and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe 

the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in 

wickedness. (2 Thessalonians 2:5-12) 

 

I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 

have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that 

you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. Anyone who 

runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever 

continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. Anyone who welcomes 

them shares in their wicked work. (2 John 1:7-11) 

 

…having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. (2 

Timothy 3:5) 

 

Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” (Matthew 

15:14) 

 

III. Godly examples help create faithful followers. (v. 14) 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:1-

2) 



 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of 

Christ and are turning to a different gospel— which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some 

people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even 

if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let 

them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 

preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 

(Galatians 1:6-9) 

 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your 

mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 

Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. (James 5:10) 

 

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 

keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as I have often told you before and now tell 

you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is 

destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 

earthly things. (Philippians 3:17-19) 

 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do 

you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ 

and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have 

done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 

greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 

do them. (John 13:12-17) 

 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 

people who will also be qualified to teach others. Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier 

of Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 2:2-3) 

 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are 

conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 

endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 

should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 

    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:19-23) 

 

 



“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But 

everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 

man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27) 


