
2023.06.06 Family Worship lesson in “the Proverb of the day”  

Proverbs 6:1–5 
“Don't Be the Guarantee of Someone Else's Promises” 

1 My son, if you become surety for your friend, 

 If you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger, 
2 You are snared by the words of your mouth; 

 You are taken by the words of your mouth. 
3 So do this, my son, and deliver yourself; 

 For you have come into the hand of your friend: 

 Go and humble yourself; 

 Plead with your friend. 
4 Give no sleep to your eyes, 

 Nor slumber to your eyelids. 
5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, 

 And like a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

Pastor teaches his family a selection from “the Proverb of the day.” In these five verses of Holy Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit teaches us not to become (or stay!) the guarantor for someone else’s promises. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 
there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Proverbs 6 1 through 5. These are God's words. My son. If you become shorty for your friend, If you have shaken hands and pledge for a stranger, 
You are snared by the words of your mouth. You are taken. By the words of your mouth. So do this, my son. 
 
And deliver yourself. For you have come into the hand of your friend. Go and humble yourself, please. With your friend. Give no sleep to your eyes. 
No slumber to your eyelids. Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the end of the hunter. And like a bird. From the hand of the Fowler. 
 
So far the reading of god's inspired and generated. 
 
The lord tells us everywhere in scripture. Not to be hasty with our words, especially not. To make vows rashli. When we make a rash vow, the 
vowing itself is a sin. And often we make a rash vow. That. Hurts us. The righteous man. If he has worn to something, That itself is not sinful. 
 
Even if he has sworn to his own hurt. He has to do it. That's one of the reasons why. He says here you have to come and ask to be released. You 
can't just say, oh, I shouldn't have done that. And then, of course, if you've made a rationale to sin, The vowing was a sin and it's not righteous to 
keep it and sin again. 
 
But there's no. Yeah, if it's wrong. To make a rash phone if it's wrong. To promise to do something that you can't keep yourself. That's wrong to 
make a promise on behalf of someone else. Because you can't keep their end of the bargain. Vows are designed as worship before god. 
 
In which he witnesses. The solemn promises that we make to others. This is one of the reasons why Church vows are elements of public worship. 
As they are done before god as king and judge. Priest and prophet. The lord jesus in particular, was Sorry, as priest. Profit to us. 
 
So, We are not to make a vow on behalf of others. It is wrong. To make yourself the guarantee of your friend. Keeping his promise, let alone. Um, A 
stranger and second half. Of verse 1. And, Not only does the. But only does. This passage say, don't do it. 
 
It says, if you realize you have done it. Do everything you can. To correct the situation. Don't say. Oh well. And made a mistake. And now i am 
Functioning in a sinful way, on the basis of that mistake. I'll just try not to make it again. No, if The mistake that you made causes puts you in a 
situation where you are continuing to function. 
 
In a foolish way or a sinful way. Self-harming way. Then. You should do what you can to undo. The mistake that you made. One of the things that, 
Um, Becoming the The surety for the friend or shaking hands and pledge for a stranger does. Is it binds you to? 
 
Have yourself and your resources, your service. To be devoted on behalf of whoever, you have become the guarantee for Which means? You are 
less free to serve the lord. And your less free to serve. Your wife. Your family, your husband. Your household, your less free to serve. The church. 
 
And so, Well, we must be careful about vowing anything. Let alone making ourselves the guarantee for someone else. So, we We ought to be 
grateful to god. Because, Our emotions can often play tricks on our mind. You get someone who Uh, can't. Um, Be their own guarantee. And 
they're desperately want to be able to borrow whatever it is that they want to borrow. 
 
And You can feel badly for them about the situation. And it's very easy to think. Oh, i'm just doing a kindness to them. And so god and his mercy 
comes and he speaks clearly. There's no, you're not doing the kindness to them. Your harming yourself and putting yourself in a dangerous position 
before god and then For many times. 
 



When we want to do something for someone that we think is a kindness. But the fact of the matter is, It's foolish. It's offensive to god. It doesn't 
actually do good to the person that we think we're doing good too. And it does actually do positive harm to us. 
 
So, watch out for that becoming The guarantee for someone else's promise. The one who backs up their work. Don't become the backup for 
someone else's work. Well, let's ask the Lord to give us wisdom that we would be able to recognize These situations. Another explanation arise in 
our life. 
 
Our father in heaven, we pray that you would Bless this portion of your word to us. That. That your spirit would write its truth upon our hearts. And 
that your spirit would give us wisdom and insight into situations. That we would realize when we were at risk. Of making ourselves the backup or 
the guarantee for someone else's promise. 
 
That we would have clarity. To see that. Encourage and conviction. To refuse. And then oh lord, when you do bring to our attention that we have 
done it, We'll pray that you would. And give us a zealand diligence to obey the instructions given here. We ask these things in christ's name. 
 
Amen. 


