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l. Session 10: Jesus Christ is God Part 1: Classic Passages

a. Establish the need: Most of the time when someone is against the Trinity right
away they object to Jesus as being God. Where in the Bible does it teaches that
Jesus Christ is God? Can you think of any passages?

b. Purpose: Today we shall the classic verses Christians often used to show Jesus
Christ is God and hopefully further examine them to strengthen one’s own
knowledge of the argument for Jesus Christ as God from these verses so that we
would appreciate the truth in our lives that He is God.

c. Review of what has already been established:

i. Hlustration: Before we demonstrate the Biblical proofs for the Trinity
other doctrines in the Bible slants us towards believing in the Trinity
rather than against it.
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ii. From the last few weeks, we have already anticipated the proofs for the
Trinity in that we have seen from Scripture:

1. The Creator/Creature distinction. If the Trinity is true, we would
not be surprised to find it different than us since God is different
than us and anything else in creation.

2. Monotheism. If the Trinity is true, we should expect there is only
one being called God.

3. Multiple persons within the Godhead. If the Trinity is true, we
should expect there are various persons within the Godhead.

iii. From this foundation we now look at whether Jesus Christ is God
according to the Bible.
iv. Note: If Jesus Christ is God, then He is one person among the multi-
persons within the Godhead.
d. Classic verses on Jesus Christ being God
i. John 1:1= “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.”

1. Note the Word here is referring to Christ as indicated by the
context of John 1:14 that this Word became flesh: “And the Word
became flesh, and [a]dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of
[b]the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

2. Three clauses of truths stated about the Word, that is, Jesus.



a. Jesus was “In the beginning” (v.1a) which is an echo of the
Creation account and thus He existed before Creation. If
Jesus is God we would expect Him to exist before Creation.

b. Jesus “was with God” (v.1b). If He was a member of the
Trinity we would expect Him to commune and be with the
other member of the Trinity.

c. Jesus “was God” (v.1c). Here in the Greek the word God as
the Predicate is moved up before the Subject, thus done for
emphasis: Jesus was GOD!!

3. Objection: Some deny the interpretation here that Jesus “was God.”

a. This goes against the grain of the Truth that the other two
truths stated in verse 1: Jesus pre-existed alongside the
Godhead before God’s creation.

b. Jehovah’s Witnesses say that should be translated as “a
god” because in the Greek there is a lack of an article
before “God.” Thus, Jesus is “a god” but not “The God.”

I.  Whether “a god” or “the God” in the end Jesus here
is still God from the text.

ii. To make Jesus out as anything not as a real God of
the Bible would either make Jesus a false God or go
against the Bible’s teaching that there is only one
God.

iii. In the Greek the reason why there is no article is
because of a Greek rule called “Colwell Rule”

1. The Rule: “Definite predicate nouns which
precede the verb usually lack the article...a
predicate nominative which precedes the
verb cannot be translated as an indefinite or
a ‘qualitative’ noun solely because of the
absence of the article; if the context suggests
that the predicate is definite, it should be
translated as a definite noun.””*

2. Here the reason why “God” has no article in
the Greek is because John is trying to show
us that “God” is the predicate.

la en arche hen ho logos

lc kai theos hien hio logos

Ib kai ho logos hen pros ton theon

2 howtos hen en arche pros ton theon

! Dan Wallace, Greek Beyond the Basics (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishers, 1996), 257.



4. Note that it makes no sense to say that God
here is less than God just because there is no
definite article because elsewhere in the
Bible a lack of definite article for God as a
predicate noun is still God in fullest sense of
the term: Mark 12:27, Luke 20:38, John
8:54, Philippians 2:13, Hebrews 11:16.2

5. This is the case even within the use of God
as the predicate within the Gospel of John in
John 1:6, 13, 18.3

ii. John 20:28= “Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!””
1. Some have tried to say Thomas was just excited and bluttered out
like what people say today with irreverence: “my God!””
2. But this cannot be the case:
a. Notice this is “said to Him,” that is the Resurrected Lord
Jesus Christ.
b. Literally in the Greek “My Lord and my God!” can be
literally translated “The Lord of mine and the God of mine/””’
So it’s not just a mere “my God!””’
c. If this was a blasphemy the Lord Jesus would have
corrected Him!

iii. Acts 20:28= “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you [Eloverseers, to shepherd the church of God

which Helpurchased Ewith His own blood.”
1. The Church is “of God”
2. “which ” refers back to “God” with the matching masculine singular
and case.
3. So speaking about God and the church, God “purchased [“with His
own blood.”
4. Ttis Jesus’ blood that has purchased believers according to
Matthew 26:28, Hebrews 9:14, 9:22.
e. Questions for discussion: How does this apply to our life?
i. If God Himself has purchased us, we should salvation as very precious.
Does it ever move you that God saved you with His own blood?
ii. If Jesus Christ is God then we must obey Him even in the hard things! We
must put Him first!
iii. What other applications can you think of?

2 John Frame, Doctrine of God (Phillipshurg, NJ:Presbyterian and Reformed, 2002),666.
3 Ibid.
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