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Hebrews 11:8-16 
 

 Outline of Abraham’s Life 

o Genesis 11:24-32 – Generations of Terah, Abraham’s father 

o Genesis 12:1-9 – Call of Abram and Promises of God, the Promise of a Nation 

(Abraham is 75 years old here according to 12:4) 

o Genesis 12:10-20 – Abram goes to Egypt during famine 

o Genesis 13:1-13 – Dividing the Land with Lot 

o Genesis 13:14-10 – Promise of the Land 

o Genesis 14:1-24 – War with kings from the East, Lot rescued, Melchizedek 

o Genesis 15 – Covenant of land for the nation 

o Genesis 16 – Hagar and birth of Ishmael (Abram is 86 years old in 16:16) 

o Genesis 17:1-14 – Covenant and circumcision (Abraham is 99 years old 17:24; Ishmael 

was 13) and Isaac will be heir and inherit the Covenant 

o Genesis 18 – The Lord appears to Abraham and Sarah with two angels at their “home” 

o Genesis 19 – Lot in Sodom; Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 

o Genesis 20 – Abraham lives in Negev and in Gerar along with King Abimelek (“the king 

is my father”) 

o Genesis 21:1-7; 8-21 – Isaac born (Sarah was 90/91 years old); Ishmael banished 

o Genesis 21:22-34 – dispute over water well with Abimelek at Beersheba 

o Genesis 22 – Offering of Isaac 

o Genesis 23 – Sarah’s death (Abraham 137 years old) 

 

 Acts 7:2-8 – Stephen said to the high priest, the Sanhedrin: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. 

The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, 

before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred 

and go into the land that I will show you.’ Then he went out from the land of the 

Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there 

into this land in which you are now living. Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even 

a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after 

him, though he had no child.  And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be 

sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them four 

hundred years. ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God, ‘and after that they 

shall come out and worship me in this place.’  And he gave him the covenant of 

circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the 

eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 

 

 Hebrews 6:15 – Abraham received what was promised -  

“So after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.” 

 Hebrews 11:13 – Abraham died in faith not having received the things promised -  

“These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 

and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 

exiles on the earth.” 



2 
 

Hebrews 11:8 – “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 

to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

 
1. “By faith” – in proven confidence, convinced that God was true. 

2. “obeyed” – Faith leads to obedience 

3. “called to go out to a place…not knowing where he was going” 

a. Abraham did understood the call and had confidence in God’s plan 

b. Abraham did not understand the plan or where he was going 

4. Two promises are taking place here: 

a. The temporal land…Abraham would not receive only the promise of the land, but 

would receive a child who would become the nation that would receive the land in 

Joshua’s day. 

i. Abraham would receive the son that would become the nation to inherit the 

land. 

b. The eternal plan…Abraham would not receive or understand the fullness of this plan, 

but he knew it involved an eternal city not yet available to him. 

 

11:9 – “By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 

 
 

 

11:10 – “For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 

builder is God. 
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This is the key to their ability to endure and wait: 

 

exedecheto  

εξεδεχετο          γαρ        την           τους           θεμελιους           εχουσαν             πολιν              ης 

he expected       for          the            the           foundations           having               city            of which 

  

technites                                   demiourgos 

τεχνιτης                 και                δημιουργος                     ο θεος 

craftsman              and                 maker                               God 

  

1. εξεδεχετο  - exedecheto - “he was looking forward to (NIV)” means to await expectantly.   

a. This preposition in compound from two words means “to be ready”, “to be prepared to 

deal with the situation”. 

i. ek = "out from” and “to"  

ii. dexomai = "welcome"  

b. Means to “welcome from the heart”, “looking to the end-result of the waiting” and literally 

means "out-come,"  

c. Defined as: “to take or receive”, by implication it means “to await, to expect” 

  

2. τεχνιτης “architect” (NIV) means craftsman, artificer, designer, maker.  

a. technites refers to the plan 

  

3. δημιουργος - demiourgos  -“builder (NIV)” means public workman, constructor, maker.  

a. Taken from demos and ergon 

i. “demos” means “people” 

ii. “ergon” means “work, labor, doing” 

b. This is a word used an ancient papyrus written by Christians to identify Jesus Christ as 

the Creator of all things. 

c. This word demiourgos refers to the execution of the plan. 

  

Abraham was looking forward to the eternal city. 

1. Abraham was not looking forward to: 

 Canaan 

 Ur 

 The earthly city of Jerusalem 

2. This city is mentioned in: 

 Psalm 87 

 Galatians 4:26 

 Philippians 3:20 

 Hebrews 12:22 

 Hebrews 13:14 

http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1551.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1063.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/3588.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/3588.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/2310.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/2192.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/4172.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/3739.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/5079.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/2532.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1217.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/3588.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/2316.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1551.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/5079.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1217.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/1218.htm
http://strongsnumbers.com/greek/2041.htm
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 Revelation 21:1-27 

3. The Dead Sea scrolls called Mt. Zion New Jerusalem 

 

 

11:11 – “By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 

since she considered him faithful who had promised. 

 
1. Some have debated if Sarah or Abraham is the subject of 11:11: 

a. Sarah is a poor example of faith.  She laughed when told of Isaac’s birth. 

i. But, she still feared the Lord because when he questioned her she was afraid 

enough to lie when she said, “I did not laugh.” 

ii. So, her amazement at the ridiculousness and her fear of the Lord would be faith. 

b. Abraham and his faith are the focus of verses before 11:11 and then again in 11:12. 

c. The entire Genesis account is about Abraham’s faith.  Not Sarah’s. 

d. Paul uses the same story of Isaac’s birth in Rom. 4:20 as an example of Abraham’s 

faith. 

e. The phrase “katabolen spermatos” translated “to conceive seed” instead refers to the 

father’s part and literally means “for the deposition of seed”.  

f. Katabolen means “a laying down” and is used to say: 

i. “foundation” 

ii. “depositing, sowing, deposit” 

iii. Technically used of the act of conception 

g. Spermatos means “that which is sown” and “seed” and is used to say: 

i. “seed” commonly referring to cereal seed 

ii. “offspring” or “descendents” 

h. But, no one is listed here by name that is NOT commended for their faith: 

i. By faith Abel 

ii. By faith Enoch 

iii. By faith Abraham 

iv. By faith Sarah 

v. By faith Isaac 

vi. Etc. 
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11:12 – “Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many 

as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 
1. “One man” indicates the small beginning of a very great result. All this came from one promise 

to one man who believed. 

2. Descendants including who they would be, where they would go and what they would do are 

all too numerous to count (sand and dust). 

a. It is not just the vast volume 

b. It is also the vast effect they would have and territory they would cover 

 

11:13 – “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 

and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on 

the earth. 
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1. The author returns to the general theme: These people of faith died without receiving the 

fulness of the promises. 

2. But, people of faith still “saw the promises as fulfilled” by their faith or confidence in God’s 

nature and God’s Word. 

3. Indeed, Abraham did receive what was promised to him: A son. 

But, Abraham did not see or recieve what was promised to come through the son. 

 

11:14 – “For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 

 
 

11:15 – “If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have 

had opportunity to return. 

 
1. The word translated “thinking” is emnemoneuon from mnemoneuo which means “remember” 

a. The Hebrew box above translates it “they had been remembering”  

2. The area of their faith was in their “thinking” or in “remembering” where that promised city or 

promised land was located. 

a. It was NOT on this side of history, otherwise they could have went there. Or, even 

returned there. 

b. But, since it was NOT here yet, they had to wait for it.  

c. All they could do now was “think”, “remember” or trust the promise “knowing” it was true 

and would soon appear. 

 

11:16 – “But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
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