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Review:

We’ve been studying “patience”

We’ve seen what it is

We’ve seem examples of it in 

the prophets and the case of Job
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Tonight’s Study:

At 1st, our text seems disconnected

But note the connection between 

patience, or lack of it, & our speech!
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Verse 12 – Patience and Swearing!

We think of “swearing” as “cussing”

For “Cussing” see Col. 3:8, 4:6, etc.

Swearing involves “oaths”—cursing

evil or an affirmation of truth
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Verse 12 – Patience and Swearing!

In both cases, it’s lack of patience:

Either with a wicked person or thing

Or another’s lack of trust in my word
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Verse 12 – Patience and Swearing!

See Rabbis’ view in Matt. 23:16-22

They claimed if you didn’t directly

invoke God’s name you were free!

But our yea & nay is to be our oath!
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Verse 12 – Patience and Swearing!

Note mention of “heaven” & “earth”

Jesus’ point: Since all belongs to 

God, nothing by which you swear is

exempt from invoking His Name!
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Biblical Examples of Oaths—OT:

God–Gen. 22:16 Ruth–Ruth 3:13

Abram–Gen. 14:22 Hannah–I Sam 1:26

Isaac–Gen. 31:53 Abner—I Sam 17:55

Joseph–Gen. 42:16 Elijah—I Kngs 18:15
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Biblical Examples of Oaths—NT:

Jesus – Mat. 26:63

Paul – Gal. 1:20; II Cor. 1:23

Angel – Rev. 10:5-7
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Reformers’ view of oaths:

Oaths to commit sin were not valid

Frivolous oaths were forbidden

Unbiblical oaths weren’t binding
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Reformers’ view of oaths:

WCF: Only oaths regarding

“weighty” matters were allowed

e.g. marriage, making covenants, 

affirming our witness in court, etc.
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Vs. 13 – Appropriate verbal response

Note the cases involve the two 

occasions when sinful oaths occur

See Prov. 30:7-9
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“Patience and Our Verbal Response”

Vs. 13 – Appropriate verbal response

When “afflicted”, pray, don’t curse!

When “merry”, sing, don’t boast!

Note: In both cases, our words are 

directed to God, not man or things!


