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Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in
the midst of the paradise of God.

Sinful man naturally does not have ears to hear the word of God if
God has not given them to him

Deuteronomy 29:2-4 And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye
have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto
Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land; 3 The great
temptations which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and those great miracles: 4
Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to
hear, unto this day.

God is merciful, and does open sinners’ ears to hear His word.

Job 33:14-18 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 15 In
a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in
slumberings upon the bed; 16 Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth
their instruction, 17 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide
pride from man. 18 He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from
perishing by the sword.

Psalm 40:6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou
opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.



Sinners who close their ears to the word of God may find that God
judicially closes them

Isaiah 6:8-13 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 9 And he said, Go, and tell
this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive
not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 11 Then said I, Lord, how long?
And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses
without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 12 And the LORD have removed
men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 13 But yet
in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as
an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed
shall be the substance thereof.

-with some sinners, God ordains that even at the preaching of His word their ears
become heavy, so that they cannot hear with understanding

-yet even when He does this, He is merciful to some (verse 13)

-the promise for those who will hear with their ears is that they will convert and
be healed



God promised to restore Israel after their captivity, which promise
finds its fulfillment in the coming of Jesus Christ and His gospel

Isaiah 32:1-3 Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in
judgment. 2 And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land. 3 And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of
them that hear shall hearken.

Isaiah 35:1-10 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 2 It shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it,
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and
the excellency of our God. 3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
feeble knees. 4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not:
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will
come and save you. 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the
tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert. 7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the
thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall
be grass with reeds and rushes. 8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it
shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 9 No
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be
found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the
LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

-the promise for those who will hear is



The call from the Lord for sinners to hear goes out generally to
everyone

Isaiah 55:1-7 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. 2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not
bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 3 Incline
your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 4 Behold, I have
given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. 5
Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not
thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of
Israel; for he hath glorified thee. 6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

-the call to hear is to “everyone that thirsts”
-giving a sinner ears to hear is the work of the Lord
-but hearing the word of the Lord also is the action of the sinners, which
the Lord bids him to do,
-the Lord’s promise for those who here is salvation
-verse 3 - life
-verse 7 - pardon



It is rebellion against God to have ears to hear, yet not to hear His
word.

Ezekiel 12:1-2 The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man,
thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see

not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house.

Refusing to hear the word of the Lord is like stopping up your ears.
God, being just, will not hear those who will not hear Him.

Zechariah 7:8-14 And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9
Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew
mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 10 And oppress not the
widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine
evil against his brother in your heart. 11 But they refused to hearken, and pulled
away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 12 Yea,
they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and
the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets:
therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. 13 Therefore it is come to
pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not
hear, saith the LORD of hosts: 14 But I scattered them with a whirlwind among
all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that
no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.




In the preaching of Jesus Christ, sinners are again commanded that
he who has ears must hear the word of the Lord.

Matthew 11:13-15 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 And
if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!

Everyone is commanded to hear the word of the Lord; yet the Lord
Jesus recognizes that many people still will not hear it; but He
pronounces a blessing on the ears of those who will hear Him.

Matthew 13:9-16 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And the disciples
came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He
answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to
him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not,
from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in
parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall
not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for

they see: and your ears, for they hear.

The prophetical promise was that those who would hear with their
ears would live and be forgiven, would be converted and be healed.
That promise is now expressed by the Lord Jesus interms of eating of
the tree of life in the paradise of God!

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in
the midst of the paradise of God.

-gult, death, and being driven out of the garden
-now forgiveness, life, and being welcomed back into the garden!



