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Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked
those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let
the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of

God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child

will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and
blessed them. ~ Mark 10:13-16

Obedience

Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is
to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming
yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also
be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for [ am holy.” ~ 1 Peter 1:13-16

Innocence

In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes. Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. ~ Luke 10:21

Imitators

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

~ Ephesians 5:1-2

Pastoral Care

But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. So,
affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God,
but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us~1 Thessalonians 2:7-8

And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not
be ashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone
who practices righteousness is born of Him.

Childlike Not Childish

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in
Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able fo receive
it, and even now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife,
and divisions among you, are you not carnal and ®behaving like mere men? For when one says,
“I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal? ~ 1 Corinthians 3:1-3



For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first
principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a

babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Therefore, leaving the discussion of
the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, ~ Hebrews 5:12-6:1



