
A	Cry	Out	Of	Corruption	
Psalm	58	(ESV)	—	To	the	choirmaster:	according	to	Do	Not	Destroy.	A	Miktam	of	David.	1	Do	you	indeed	
decree	what	is	right,	you	gods?	Do	you	judge	the	children	of	man	uprightly?	2	No,	in	your	hearts	you	
devise	wrongs;	your	hands	deal	out	violence	on	earth.	3	The	wicked	are	estranged	from	the	womb;	they	
go	astray	from	birth,	speaking	lies.	4	They	have	venom	like	the	venom	of	a	serpent,	like	the	deaf	adder	
that	stops	its	ear,	5	so	that	it	does	not	hear	the	voice	of	charmers	or	of	the	cunning	enchanter.	6	O	God,	
break	the	teeth	in	their	mouths;	tear	out	the	fangs	of	the	young	lions,	O	Lord!	7	Let	them	vanish	like	water	
that	runs	away;	when	he	aims	his	arrows,	let	them	be	blunted.	8	Let	them	be	like	the	snail	that	dissolves	
into	slime,	like	the	stillborn	child	who	never	sees	the	sun.	9	Sooner	than	your	pots	can	feel	the	heat	of	
thorns,	whether	green	or	ablaze,	may	he	sweep	them	away!	10	The	righteous	will	rejoice	when	he	sees	
the	vengeance;	he	will	bathe	his	feet	in	the	blood	of	the	wicked.	11	Mankind	will	say,	“Surely	there	is	a	
reward	for	the	righteous;	surely	there	is	a	God	who	judges	on	earth.”											
I.	Calling	out	corruption	(Verses	1-2)	
			A.	The	judges	are	corrupt	(1)	
Deuteronomy	1:15–17	(ESV)	—	15	So	I	took	the	heads	of	your	tribes,	wise	and	experienced	men,	and	set	
them	as	heads	over	you,	commanders	of	thousands,	commanders	of	hundreds,	commanders	of	fifties,	
commanders	of	tens,	and	officers,	throughout	your	tribes.	16	And	I	charged	your	judges	at	that	time,	
‘Hear	the	cases	between	your	brothers,	and	judge	righteously	between	a	man	and	his	brother	or	the	alien	
who	is	with	him.	17	You	shall	not	be	partial	in	judgment.	You	shall	hear	the	small	and	the	great	alike.	You	
shall	not	be	intimidated	by	anyone,	for	the	judgment	is	God’s.	And	the	case	that	is	too	hard	for	you,	you	
shall	bring	to	me,	and	I	will	hear	it.’	
1	Samuel	8:1–6	(ESV)	When	Samuel	became	old,	he	made	his	sons	judges	over	Israel.	2	The	name	of	his	
firstborn	son	was	Joel,	and	the	name	of	his	second,	Abijah;	they	were	judges	in	Beersheba.	3	Yet	his	sons	
did	not	walk	in	his	ways	but	turned	aside	after	gain.	They	took	bribes	and	perverted	justice.	4	Then	all	the	
elders	of	Israel	gathered	together	and	came	to	Samuel	at	Ramah	5	and	said	to	him,	“Behold,	you	are	old	
and	your	sons	do	not	walk	in	your	ways.	Now	appoint	for	us	a	king	to	judge	us	like	all	the	nations.”	6	But	
the	thing	displeased	Samuel	when	they	said,	“Give	us	a	king	to	judge	us.”	And	Samuel	prayed	to	the	Lord.	
			B.	Corruption	in	high	places	(2)	
Psalm	82:1–8	(ESV)	—	1	God	has	taken	his	place	in	the	divine	council;	in	the	midst	of	the	gods	he	holds	
judgment:	2	“How	long	will	you	judge	unjustly	and	show	partiality	to	the	wicked?	Selah	3	Give	justice	to	
the	weak	and	the	fatherless;	maintain	the	right	of	the	afflicted	and	the	destitute.	4	Rescue	the	weak	and	
the	needy;	deliver	them	from	the	hand	of	the	wicked.”	5	They	have	neither	knowledge	nor	understanding,	
they	walk	about	in	darkness;	all	the	foundations	of	the	earth	are	shaken.	6	I	said,	“You	are	gods,	sons	of	
the	Most	High,	all	of	you;	7	nevertheless,	like	men	you	shall	die,	and	fall	like	any	prince.”	8	Arise,	O	God,	
judge	the	earth;	for	you	shall	inherit	all	the	nations!	
II.	The	truth	behind	corruption	(Verses	3-5)	
			A.	Mankind	are	sinners	from	conception	
Romans	5:12	(ESV)	—	12	Therefore,	just	as	sin	came	into	the	world	through	one	man,	and	death	through	
sin,	and	so	death	spread	to	all	men	because	all	sinned—	
Psalm	51:5	(ESV)	—	5	Behold,	I	was	brought	forth	in	iniquity,	and	in	sin	did	my	mother	conceive	me.	
Psalm	25:7	(ESV)	—	7	Remember	not	the	sins	of	my	youth	or	my	transgressions;	according	to	your	
steadfast	love	remember	me,	for	the	sake	of	your	goodness,	O	Lord!	
Ezekiel	12:1–2	(ESV)	—	1	The	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	me:	2	“Son	of	man,	you	dwell	in	the	midst	of	a	
rebellious	house,	who	have	eyes	to	see,	but	see	not,	who	have	ears	to	hear,	but	hear	not,	for	they	are	a	
rebellious	house.	
Romans	8:6–7	For	to	set	the	mind	on	the	flesh	is	death,	but	to	set	the	mind	on	the	Spirit	is	life	and	peace.	
For	the	mind	that	is	set	on	the	flesh	is	hostile	to	God,	for	it	does	not	submit	to	God’s	law;	indeed,	it	cannot.	



			B.	Sinners	will	not	change	no	matter	how	much	pleading	or	reasoning	
Romans	1:18–21	(ESV)	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	and	
unrighteousness	of	men	who	by	their	unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	For	what	can	be	known	about	
God	is	plain	to	them	because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	For	his	invisible	attributes,	namely	his	eternal	
power	and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	perceived	ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world	in	the	things	
that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.	For	although	they	knew	God	they	did	not	honor	him	as	
God	or	give	thanks	to	him	but	they	became	futile	in	their	thinking	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	darkened	
1	Corinthians	2:14	(ESV)	—	14	The	natural	person	does	not	accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	
are	folly	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.	
John	3:3	(ESV)	—	3	Jesus	answered	him,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	one	is	born	again	he	cannot	see	
the	kingdom	of	God.”	
John	3:7–8	(ESV)	—	7	Do	not	marvel	that	I	said	to	you,	‘You	must	be	born	again.’	8	The	wind	blows	where	
it	wishes,	and	you	hear	its	sound,	but	you	do	not	know	where	it	comes	from	or	where	it	goes.	So	it	is	with	
everyone	who	is	born	of	the	Spirit.”	
John	1:11–13	(ESV)	—	11	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	
did	receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	were	
born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
John	5:24	(ESV)	—	24	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	hears	my	word	and	believes	him	who	sent	me	
has	eternal	life.	He	does	not	come	into	judgment,	but	has	passed	from	death	to	life.	
III.	Calling	for	God’s	judgment	(Verses	6-9)	
Romans	8:26–27	(ESV)	—	26	Likewise	the	Spirit	helps	us	in	our	weakness.	For	we	do	not	know	what	to	
pray	for	as	we	ought,	but	the	Spirit	himself	intercedes	for	us	with	groanings	too	deep	for	words.	27	And	
he	who	searches	hearts	knows	what	is	the	mind	of	the	Spirit,	because	the	Spirit	intercedes	for	the	saints	
according	to	the	will	of	God.	
Revelation	6:9–10	(ESV)	—	9	When	he	opened	the	fifth	seal,	I	saw	under	the	altar	the	souls	of	those	who	
had	been	slain	for	the	word	of	God	and	for	the	witness	they	had	borne.	10	They	cried	out	with	a	loud	
voice,	“O	Sovereign	Lord,	holy	and	true,	how	long	before	you	will	judge	and	avenge	our	blood	on	those	
who	dwell	on	the	earth?”	
			A.	Defang	the	enemies	(6)	
Psalm	57:4	(ESV)	—	4	My	soul	is	in	the	midst	of	lions;	I	lie	down	amid	fiery	beasts—	the	children	of	man,	
whose	teeth	are	spears	and	arrows,	whose	tongues	are	sharp	swords.	
Daniel	6:21–22	(ESV)	—	21	Then	Daniel	said	to	the	king,	“O	king,	live	forever!	22	My	God	sent	his	angel	
and	shut	the	lions’	mouths,	and	they	have	not	harmed	me,	because	I	was	found	blameless	before	him;	and	
also	before	you,	O	king,	I	have	done	no	harm.”	
			B.	Cause	their	influence	to	pass	quickly	(7a)	
John	13:27	(ESV)	—	27	Then	after	he	had	taken	the	morsel,	Satan	entered	into	him.	Jesus	said	to	him,	
“What	you	are	going	to	do,	do	quickly.”	
Isaiah	37:14	(ESV)	—	14	Hezekiah	received	the	letter	from	the	hand	of	the	messengers,	and	read	it;	and	
Hezekiah	went	up	to	the	house	of	the	Lord,	and	spread	it	before	the	Lord.	
Isaiah	37:36–38	(ESV)	—36	And	the	angel	of	the	Lord	went	out	and	struck	down	185,000	in	the	camp	of	
the	Assyrians.	And	when	people	arose	early	in	the	morning,	behold,	these	were	all	dead	bodies.	37	Then	
Sennacherib	king	of	Assyria	departed	and	returned	home	and	lived	at	Nineveh.	38	And	as	he	was	
worshiping	in	the	house	of	Nisroch	his	god,	Adrammelech	and	Sharezer,	his	sons,	struck	him	down	with	
the	sword.	And	after	they	escaped	into	the	land	of	Ararat,	Esarhaddon	his	son	reigned	in	his	place.	
			C.	Blunt	their	words’	effects	(7b)	
2	Samuel	15:31	(ESV)	—	31	And	it	was	told	David,	“Ahithophel	is	among	the	conspirators	with	Absalom.”	
And	David	said,	“O	Lord,	please	turn	the	counsel	of	Ahithophel	into	foolishness.”	



2	Timothy	3:15–17	(ESV)	—	15	and	how	from	childhood	you	have	been	acquainted	with	the	sacred	
writings,	which	are	able	to	make	you	wise	for	salvation	through	faith	in	Christ	Jesus.	16	All	Scripture	is	
breathed	out	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	training	in	
righteousness,	17	that	the	man	of	God	may	be	complete,	equipped	for	every	good	work.	
Ephesians	6:16	(ESV)	—	16	In	all	circumstances	take	up	the	shield	of	faith,	with	which	you	can	extinguish	
all	the	flaming	darts	of	the	evil	one;	
			D.	Enemy	be	on	a	self-destructive	pathway	(8a)	
Psalm	57:6	(ESV)	—	6	They	set	a	net	for	my	steps;	my	soul	was	bowed	down.	They	dug	a	pit	in	my	way,	
but	they	have	fallen	into	it	themselves.	Selah	
Jeremiah	5:26–29	(ESV)	—	26	For	wicked	men	are	found	among	my	people;	they	lurk	like	fowlers	lying	in	
wait.	They	set	a	trap;	they	catch	men.	27	Like	a	cage	full	of	birds,	their	houses	are	full	of	deceit;	therefore	
they	have	become	great	and	rich;	28	they	have	grown	fat	and	sleek.	They	know	no	bounds	in	deeds	of	
evil;	they	judge	not	with	justice	the	cause	of	the	fatherless,	to	make	it	prosper,	and	they	do	not	defend	the	
rights	of	the	needy.	29	Shall	I	not	punish	them	for	these	things?	declares	the	Lord,	and	shall	I	not	avenge	
myself	on	a	nation	such	as	this?”	
			E.	Evil	be	“nipped”	in	the	bud	(8b)	
Judges	2:10	(ESV)	—	10	And	all	that	generation	also	were	gathered	to	their	fathers.	And	there	arose	
another	generation	after	them	who	did	not	know	the	Lord	or	the	work	that	he	had	done	for	Israel.	
2	Timothy	3:13	(ESV)	—	13	while	evil	people	and	impostors	will	go	on	from	bad	to	worse,	deceiving	and	
being	deceived.	
			F.	Do	so	quickly	(9)	
Acts	2:1–2	(ESV)	—	1	When	the	day	of	Pentecost	arrived,	they	were	all	together	in	one	place.	2	And	
suddenly	there	came	from	heaven	a	sound	like	a	mighty	rushing	wind,	and	it	filled	the	entire	house	where	
they	were	sitting.	
1	Thessalonians	5:1–3	(ESV)	—	1	Now	concerning	the	times	and	the	seasons,	brothers,	you	have	no	need	
to	have	anything	written	to	you.	2	For	you	yourselves	are	fully	aware	that	the	day	of	the	Lord	will	come	
like	a	thief	in	the	night.	3	While	people	are	saying,	“There	is	peace	and	security,”	then	sudden	destruction	
will	come	upon	them	as	labor	pains	come	upon	a	pregnant	woman,	and	they	will	not	escape.	
IV.	Lift	up	the	standard	(Verses	10-11)	
			A.	The	righteous	shall	rejoice	(10)	
Proverbs	24:17–18	(ESV)	—	17	Do	not	rejoice	when	your	enemy	falls,	and	let	not	your	heart	be	glad	
when	he	stumbles,	18	lest	the	Lord	see	it	and	be	displeased,	and	turn	away	his	anger	from	him.	
Revelation	5:13	(ESV)	—	13	And	I	heard	every	creature	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth	and	
in	the	sea,	and	all	that	is	in	them,	saying,	“To	him	who	sits	on	the	throne	and	to	the	Lamb	be	blessing	and	
honor	and	glory	and	might	forever	and	ever!”	
			B.	Judgment	will	come!	(11)	
Acts	17:30–31	(ESV)	—	30	The	times	of	ignorance	God	overlooked,	but	now	he	commands	all	people	
everywhere	to	repent,	31	because	he	has	fixed	a	day	on	which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	righteousness	by	
a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	from	the	dead.”	
Revelation	20:11–15	(ESV)	—	11	Then	I	saw	a	great	white	throne	and	him	who	was	seated	on	it.	From	his	
presence	earth	and	sky	fled	away,	and	no	place	was	found	for	them.	12	And	I	saw	the	dead,	great	and	
small,	standing	before	the	throne,	and	books	were	opened.	Then	another	book	was	opened,	which	is	the	
book	of	life.	And	the	dead	were	judged	by	what	was	written	in	the	books,	according	to	what	they	had	
done.	13	And	the	sea	gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	it,	Death	and	Hades	gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	
them,	and	they	were	judged,	each	one	of	them,	according	to	what	they	had	done.	14	Then	Death	and	
Hades	were	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.	This	is	the	second	death,	the	lake	of	fire.	15	And	if	anyone’s	name	
was	not	found	written	in	the	book	of	life,	he	was	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.	


