A SERVICE OF THE WORD & SACRAMENT
July 31, 2022
The Welcome & Announcements
The Prelude & Silent Preparation

-THE LORD CALLS US TO WORSHIPThe Salutation
Ephesians 1:2
2

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Call to Worship
Revelation 4:8-11
Minister:
8
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within,
and day and night they never cease to say,
Unison:
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”
Minister:
9
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the
throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated
on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the
throne, saying,
Unison:
11
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”

Hymn #236
To God Be the Glory
1. To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that we may go in.
Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he has done!
2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To ev'ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives. [Refrain]

3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain]
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The Invocation & Prayer of Praise

-THE LORD ASSURES US OF HIS FORGIVENESSThe Call to Confession
Isaiah 58:1
“Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift up your voice like a trumpet; declare to my people their transgression,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
1

The Confession of Sin
❖ Silent Prayers of Confession
❖ General Prayer of Confession
Unison:
Almighty, everlasting God and Father, we acknowledge and confess that we indeed
were conceived and born in sin and, therefore, inclined to all evil and slow to all good; that
we unceasingly transgress your holy commandments, and corrupt ourselves more and
more. But we are sorry for this and desire your grace and help. Therefore, have mercy upon
us, most gracious and merciful God and Father, through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grant to us and increase in us your Holy Spirit, so that we may recognize our sin and
unrighteousness from the depth of our heart, feel true contrition and grief for them, die to
them completely, and please you wholly in a new, godly life. Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon
Isaiah 53:6
6

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

Hymn
From Depths of Woe (Ps.130 – Wilbur)
1. From depths of woe I raise to Thee
The voice of lamentation;
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
And hear my supplication;
If Thou shouldst be extreme to mark
Each secret sin and misdeed dark,
O who could stand before Thee?
O who could stand before Thee?

2. To wash away the crimson stain,
Grace, grace alone availeth;
Our works, alas! are all in vain;
In much the best life faileth:
No man can glory in Thy sight,
All must alike confess Thy might,
And live alone by mercy,
And live alone by mercy.
3. Therefore my trust is in the Lord,
And not in mine own merit;
On Him my soul shall rest,
His Word upholds my fainting spirit:
His promised mercy is my fort,
My comfort and my sweet support;
I wait for it with patience,
I wait for it with patience.
4. What though I wait the live-long night,
And till the dawn appeareth,
My heart still trusteth in His might:
It doubteth not, nor feareth:
So let the Israelite in heart,
Born of the Spirit, do his part,
And wait till God appeareth,
And wait till God appeareth.
5. Although our sin is great indeed,
God’s mercies far exceed it;
His hand can give the help we need,
However much we need it:
He is the Shepherd of the sheep
Who Israel doth guard and keep,
And shall from sin redeem Him,
And shall from sin redeem Him.

The Prayer of the Church
Psalm 145:17-18
17

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

-THE LORD INSTRUCTS US FROM HIS WORDThe Old Testament Reading
Leviticus 17
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Israel and
say to them, This is the thing that the Lord has commanded. 3 If any one of the house of Israel kills an ox
or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it outside the camp, 4 and does not bring it to the entrance of the
tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the Lord in front of the tabernacle of the Lord, bloodguilt shall be
imputed to that man. He has shed blood, and that man shall be cut off from among his people. 5 This is
to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice in the open field, that they
may bring them to the Lord, to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and sacrifice them as
1

sacrifices of peace offerings to the Lord. 6 And the priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the Lord at
the entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat for a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 7 So they shall no
more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever for
them throughout their generations. 8 “And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the
strangers who sojourn among them, who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice 9 and does not bring it to the
entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the Lord, that man shall be cut off from his people. 10 “If any
one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them eats any blood, I will set my face
against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people. 11 For the life of the flesh
is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood
that makes atonement by the life. 12 Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you
shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood. 13 “Any one also of the
people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or bird that
may be eaten shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. 14 For the life of every creature is its blood:
its blood is its life. Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature,
for the life of every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. 15 And every person who eats
what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he is a native or a sojourner, shall wash his clothes
and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening; then he shall be clean. 16 But if he does not
wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.”

The New Testament Reading
Acts 15:22-35
22

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas,
leading men among the brothers, 23 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the
elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we
have heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds,
although we gave them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose
men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell
you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on
you no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols,
and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves
from these, you will do well. Farewell.” 30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and
having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they
rejoiced because of its encouragement.32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets,
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they
were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them.35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in
Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

The Sermon
Rev. Dr. Michael J. Matossian
Bring Your Sacrifice Here and Don’t Eat the Blood
Leviticus 17

Hymn #404
The Church’s One Foundation
1. The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the Word:
from heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
2. Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.
3. Though with a scornful wonder
men see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping,
their cry goes up, "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.
4. The church shall never perish!
Her dear Lord to defend,
to guide, sustain, and cherish,
is with her to the end;
though there be those that hate her,
and false sons in her pale,
against both foe and traitor
she ever shall prevail.
5. 'Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.
6. Yet she on earth hath union
with the God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.
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-THE LORD FEEDS US FROM HIS TABLEThe Confession of Faith
The Heidelberg Catechism Q & A #18 & #19
Question #18:
Then who is this mediator—true God and at the same time a true and righteous man?
Unison:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given to us for our complete deliverance and righteousness.
Questions #19:
How do you come to know this?
Unison:
The holy gospel tells me. God himself began to reveal the gospel already in Paradise; later,
he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed it by the sacrifices
and other ceremonies of the law; and finally he fulfilled it through his own beloved Son.

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
❖ Words of Institution
❖ The Breaking of the Bread
❖ The Sharing of the Cup

-THE LORD DISMISSES US TO HIS SERVICEThe Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14
14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

The Doxology #570
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below:
alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!
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The Postlude (*Please stand if you are able). Scripture quotations from the ESV.

