l. Zechariah
a. Purpose: We will look at the authorship, purpose and other aspects of the book of
Zechariah so we would be more familiar with this part of the Bible and yearn to
study it for ourselves
b. Authorship
i. Why it is written by Zechariah

1. Reason #1 why it is by Zechariah: The introduction identifies this
is from Zechariah: “In the eighth month of the second year of
Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah the prophet, the
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo saying (Zechariah 1:1)

2. Reason #2 why it is by Zechariah: The main prophet in the book is
Zechariah: Zechariah 1:7, 7:1, 7:8.

3. Since he’s mentioned quite frequently as the prophet
receiving and delivering the message of God it makes sense
it is by Zechariah.

ii. Reason #3 why it is by Zechariah: Historic view is that it is
Zechariah

a. According to Jewish Tradition that was recorded in the
Talmud: " The Gemara answers: Since his prophecy is
written together with those of Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi in one book of the Twelve Prophets, and Haggali,
Zechariah, and Malachi were the last of the prophets, he is
counted with them” (Baba Bathra 14b)*

b. While historical view can err yet it fits with the biblical
data we have seen.

iii. About Zechariah

1. The name Zechariah means “’God remembered.”?

2. The name might be significant since it points to remembrance of
His promises to His people.

3. He was a prophet after the exile and among those who returned
back to the land which was allowed under the Persian empire
decree.?

4. According to Nehemiah 12:16 (see it in light of v.1) Zechariah was
a Levite and was thus both a priest and prophet.*

5. We can learn a little more about Zechariah from the subscript: “In
the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the
Lord came to Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son
of Iddo saying (Zechariah 1:1)

a. Here Zechariah is called “the son of Berechiah” while Ezra
4:1, 6:14 and Nehemiah 12:4, and 12:16 identified him as
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“son of 1ddo” and that might be because his father died
young and his grandfather took care of him.®
b. The date here is earliest date in the book and mark the
beginning of his prophetic ministry recorded in the book.
c. This would have been around late October and late
November, 520 BC.®
6. The last date of the revelations is in Zechariah 7:1 which took
place on the fourteenth of the ninth month of Darius's fourth year
which is December 5, 518 BC in our calendar.’
c. Purpose
I. According to Richard Mayhue Zechariah is about “Israel's Comfort and
Glory, (Preparation for the Messiah).”®
Ii. According to Eugene Merril: “Zechariah directed his gaze more to the
future, speaking of a day when the feeble structures of the present will
give way to God's glorious kingdom in which Israel will once more play a
central role.”®
d. Structuret?
i. The Call to Repentance (1:1-6)
ii. The 8 Visions of Zechariah (1:7-6)
iii. The 4 Messages of Zechariah (7-8)
iv. The 2 Burdens of Zechariah (9-14)
1. Messiah's First Advent and Rejection (9-11)
2. Messiah's Second Advent and Acceptance (12-14)
e. Closer look at Zechariah
i. Brief word on the 8 Visions of Zechariah (1:7-6) 1!
1. The Read horse Rider among the Myrtles Trees (1:7-17) means
God’s anger are against the nations and blessings will be upon
restored Israel.
2. The Four horns and the Four Craftsmen (1:18-21) means God’s
judgment is upon the nations that afflicts Israel.
3. The Surveyor with a Measuring Line (Zechariah 2) means God’s
future blessing on restored Israel.
4. The Cleansing and Crowing of Joshua the High Priest (Zechariah
3) means Israel’s future cleaning from sin and reinstatement as a
priestly nation.
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The Golden Lampstand and the Two Olive Trees (Zechariah 4)
means Israel will be light to the nations under Messiah the King-
Priest.

The Flying Scroll (Zechariah 5:1-4) means divine judgment on
individual Israelites will be severe.

The Woman in the Ephah (Zechariah 5:5-11) means Israel’s sin of
rebellion against God will be removed.

The Four Chariots (6:1-8) means God’s judgment will also be on
Gentile nations.

ii. For the sake of time for this lesson we won’t be able to look at everything
in this book but we will consider the incredible Messianic prophecies in
this book.

f. Place of this book in the Canon:
i. Previous Revelation in the Old Testament helps us interpret passages that
are Messianic: Example from Zechariah 3:8-9

1.

2.

3.

Notice the many titles of the Messiah in Zechariah 3:8-9: “Now
listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting
in front of you—indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold,
| am going to bring in My servant the Branch. 9 For behold, the
stone that | have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes.
Behold, | will engrave an inscription on it,” declares the Lord of
hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.”

a. Christ is called the Branch

b. Christ is “my Servant”

C. Christis “Stone”
What passages inform us this is referring to the Messiah?

a. Christ is called the Branch in Jeremiah 23:5-6.

b. Christ is called “my Servant” in Isaiah 42:1.

c. Christ is called “Stone” in Genesis 49:24.
But here in Zechariah 3:8-9 that the Messiah “will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day!”

ii. Other Messianic Prophecies*?
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Christ s kingship 6:12-13; 9:9; 14:9, 16

Christ s glorious reign 9:10, 14

Christ s world peace 9:9-10; cf. 3:10

Christ the Good Shepherd 9:16; 11:11

Christ the smitten Shepherd 13:7; Matthew 26:31; Mark 14:27
Christ s entrance to Jerusalem on a colt 9:9; cf. Matthew 21:5;
John 12:13

Christ betrayed for thirty pieces of silver 11:12-13; Matthew 14:27
Christ’s hands pierced 12:10

Christ s people saved 12:10; 13:1

10 Christ wounded in the house of His friends 13:6
11. Christ s coming on the Mount of Olives 14:3-8; Acts 1:11
12. Christ’s coming in glory 14:4

12 Source: http://bibleoutlines.com/library/pdf/zechariah.pdf, 5.
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13. Christ s coronation Zechariah 14:9



